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MAPS
309 Cedar Street, #2323,  
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
Phone: 831-429-6362 
Fax: 831-429-6370 
E-mail: askmaps@maps.org  
Web: www.maps.org

  behalf of MAPS’ staff, volunteers, members, researchers, and Board  
 of Directors, I’m delighted, excited and somewhat awestruck to welcome 
all 800+ participants in Psychedelic Science in the 21st Century, including about  
100 physicians and other medical professionals. This conference is the realization  
of a shared vision of the psychedelic community coming together to present to each 
other and to the public a comprehensive portrait of the state of the art of psychedelic 
research. Our hope is to inspire and educate conference participants and to shift ever 
so slightly the balance of public opinion away from fear of psychedelics’ destructive 
potential toward trust that our culture can learn to manage the risks and mainstream 
the benefits.  

We’re gathered here from Australia, Brazil, Canada, England, Germany, Israel, Jordan, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Spain, Switzerland, other countries, and throughout the 
United States. Our conference is taking place when there is more psychedelic research 
underway around the world than at any time in the last 40 years. Older and wiser, 
we’re emerging from decades of political backlash against psychedelic science with  
another opportunity to integrate psychedelics into our culture.

Awaiting us in over 90 outstanding conference presentations are scientifically- 
grounded discussions not primarily about psychedelics, which are catalysts, sacraments 
and research tools, but about the inner dimensions of human life that psychedelics help 
us to explore: love, death, trauma, healing, spirituality, religion, sex, art, addiction, con-
sciousness and the brain, emotions, mental illness and health. To give our discussions 
vibrancy, speak thoughtfully, listen carefully, find the courage to ask skeptical, probing 
questions, challenge hidden assumptions and contradictions, yet do so with a kind- 
spirit seeking shared understanding since we’re all feeble communicators of the  
ineffable. 

So far unspoken, we owe a debt of gratitude to participants in Psychedelic Science in 
the 21st Century. Your participation not only makes this historic event possible, but  
it also empowers collaboration to take place between researchers from each of the  
co-sponsoring organizations—MAPS, the Heffter Research Institute, the Counsel 
on Spiritual Practices, and the Beckley Foundation. Shortly after the public confer-
ence, these psychedelic researchers will be meeting privately for two days to discuss 
challenging therapeutic, methodological, financial and political issues in an intimate, 
media-free context.

After many years of the conference being over the horizon, it’s finally time to savor  
the fleeting, precious moments we are co-creating together. I look forward to talking 
with you.

Psychedelically yours,
Rick Doblin, Ph.D., MAPS Executive Director

Welcome to the conference on Psychedelic Science in the 21st Century on 

behalf of the Heffter Research Institute. The Institute was founded in 1993 to  

bring legitimacy back to the study of psychedelics. This conference represents the 

re-awakening of a field of inquiry that went dormant half a century ago, when fear 

and ignorance caused an abrupt end to psychedelic research. Today, this conference 

illustrates how many different elements of education and solid scientific investigation 

can be woven together to construct a legitimate framework for future research.

The current research focus of the Heffter Institute is on psilocybin: both medical 

use to help cancer patients with anxiety, and as a pharmacological probe into the roots 

of consciousness in the brain. Dr. Charles Grob has just completed one study with 

cancer patients at Harbor-UCLA and has obtained impressive results. Drs. Roland 

Griffiths at Johns Hopkins University and Steve Ross at New York University are now 

conducting similar projects. They are actively recruiting patients with cancer who 

might benefit from psilocybin treatment, so please contact us or Drs. Griffiths or Ross 

here at the conference if someone you know might be interested.

At the Heffter Research Center, Zürich, Dr. Franz Vollenweider is at the forefront 

of consciousness research, using the latest methods in neuroscience to understand 

how the neurochemical effects of psilocybin translate into conscious experience. 

Currently his team is studying how psilocybin affects reality testing and monitoring, 

which is at the core of the human self.

In the near future, we plan to begin research with psilocybin treatment for 

addiction, one of the very promising indications for psychedelics in the last century.

We welcome your inquiries, and your support. Be sure to visit us online at  

www.heffter.org, and join our mission.

Heffter Research Institute
369 Montezuma Ave., Suite 153
Santa Fe, NM 87501-2626

ON
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‘Working At the Forefront of Psychedelic Research’

It is an exciting time when the winds are changing on this most important and neglected 

area of research. I much look forward to having the opportunity to discuss the work of the 

Beckley Foundation with so many of you who have a common interest in psychedelic research. 

The Foundation is a charitable trust that promotes the investigation of consciousness and its 

altered states from a multidisciplinary perspective. It initiates, directs and supports pioneering, 

world-class research with leading scientists into the practices used to alter conscious states and 

the policies that seek to regulate some of these practices.  

Our principal scientific objectives are to investigate the neurophysiology underlying 

the full range of conscious states and how the changes that occur with the ingestion of 

psychoactive substances may be used to the benefits of the health and well-being of mankind.

Psychoactive substances have been used since the dawn of human culture for the purpose 

of healing and guiding the individual and the group. In these troubled times when there is so 

much suffering due to stress and conflict, and an increasing use and misuse of unregulated 

psychoactive substances, there is an urgent need for the resurrection of research into how 

these substances work, how they can be used beneficially, why people use them, what are the 

individual differences underlying patterns of use and misuse, and how best to regulate their use 

in order to minimise harms.

The Beckley Foundation’s Scientific Programme includes pioneering projects investigating 

in particular LSD, psilocybin and cannabis. In a scientific age, it is only with scientific 

explanations that these ancient, esoteric practices of altering conscious states can be more fully 

understood and integrated safely into the social fabric of the modern world. Since the taboo of 

illegality on these substances interferes with government-funded research, it is up to us to re-

open the doors to serious scientific investigation.

Amanda Feilding

Director of the Beckley Foundation

www.beckleyfondation.org

...insights...creativity...grace...joy...

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Greetings as we gather for what surely will be a fruitful conference and a promising 

sign of vitality around a subject too long neglected.

What brings us together is not a single field of inquiry or practice, but rather a category 

of psychoactive catalysts whose uses have implications in many fields. Some of us are 

scientists seeking knowledge; some are healers treating ill people. Some of us  

are drawn here by prospects for the betterment of well people.

It is those prospects that gave rise to the Council on Spiritual Practices, a collaboration 

dedicated to making direct experience of the sacred and unitive consciousness more 

available to more people. CSP also encourages people to imagine and to develop 

social contexts to contain such experiences and help them yield lasting benefits.

CSP and colleagues at the Johns Hopkins University have advanced this mission with 

a scientific study of the psychospiritual effects of psilocybin in healthy volunteers.  

Its findings were published in 2006 and 2008 and have been reported around the 

world (csp.org/psilocybin). It has been widely noted that most of the study volunteers 

ranked their psilocybin session among the most personally meaningful experiences  

of their lives.

A new study underway at Hopkins, again with healthy volunteers, is looking at the  

effects of psilocybin sessions together with meditation and other support activities.

On behalf of the many who have contributed to this work, and with particular thanks  

to the MAPS staff for organizing this meeting, I extend a warm welcome.

Bob Jesse

Convenor, CSP

www.csp.org
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agencies: American Psychological Association for psycholo-
gists, Board of Behavioral Sciences (BBS Approval PCE 111) 
for LCSWs and MFTs in California, and Board of Registered 
Nursing (BRN Provider CEP11909) for licensed nurses in 
California. SCRC maintains responsibility for the program and 
content. For questions about CE contact David Lukoff, PhD at 
(707) 763-3576. The presentations in tracks 2 and 3 that are 
accredited are identified in the schedule.

To claim CE credit in tracks 2 and 3 you: a) must be regis-
tered as medical professional, b) must sign in and out before 
and after each section, and c) fill out an evaluation form at 
each session you attend. Rebecca Leacock and her assistant 
will be on hand at each CE accredited session in tracks 2 and 
3 with the paperwork and sign-in sheets.

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance 
with the Institute for Medical Quality and the California Medi-
cal Association’s CME Accreditation Standards (IMQ/CMA) 
through the Joint-Sponsorship of CME Consultants and the Mul-
tidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies (MAPS). CME 
Consultants is accredited by IMQ/CMA to provide continu-
ing medical education for physicians. CME Consultants takes 
responsibility for the content, quality and scientific integrity of 
this CME activity.

CME Consultants designates this educational activity for a 
maximum of 15.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™.  Physicians 
should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity. This credit may also be applied to 
the CMA Certification in Continuing Medical Education.

Location of Presentations
CME presentations are located in the Mediterranean Center. 
Track 2 presentations are located in Governor’s House A/B. 
Track 3 presentations are located in Governor’s House C/D.

Q&A with MAPS Executive Director Rick Doblin, Ph.D.
Do you have questions about MAPS that haven’t yet been 
answered? Join Rick Doblin during Lunch on Sunday, April 18 
in the Governor’s House for a Question and Answer session.

The Beckley Foundation Open House
The Beckley Foundation invites you to join Amanda Feilding 
and her leading researchers during lunch on Saturday in Hotel 
Garden’s Gazebo for an open discussion about the organiza-
tion’s projects and developments.

Ayahuasca Researchers Meeting
At 1:00 PM on Sunday, April 18, there is an open meeting for 
past, current, and future ayahuasca researchers in the Gover-
nor’s House. Lunch is not provided for this meeting, so please 
arrange to bring your own lunch with you (if you are part of the 
conference meal plan, please try to get your lunch quickly and 
bring it to the meeting).

Audio/Video Recording and Photography
This conference is licensed under a Creative Commons Attri-
bution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 3.0 United States License, 
which means that you are free to audio record, video record, 
and photograph the events taking place at this conference. You 
are free to copy, distribute, transmit, and adapt the work as 
long as you agree to attribute the work to the author (but not 
in any way that suggests that they endorse you or your use of 
the work), only use the work for noncommercial purposes, and 
share alike - only distribute any alteration or transformation of 
the work under the same or similar license to this one. 

Additionally, there is the understanding that any of the above 
conditions can be waived if you get permission from the confer-
ence organizer, and in no way can any of the following rights 
be affected: your fair dealing or fair use rights, the presenter’s 
moral rights, or any rights other persons may have either in 
the work itself or in how the work is used, such as publicity or 
privacy rights.

By capturing any portion of this conference with audio record-
ings, video recordings, or photography, you agree to share 
the files/images with MAPS, the Heffter Research Institute, the 
Council on Spiritual Practices, and the Beckley Foundation, 
should a representative from one of these organization request 
a copy.

Please note that some presenters have requested not to 
have their talks recorded and distributed, because the 
speaker will be sharing unpublished data. If the data is disti-
bruted, it can harm the potential for the data to be published 
in a peer-reviewed journal. We kindly request that if a speaker 
asks not to be recorded, that you adhere to their request.

For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the 
license terms of this work. The best way to do this is to direct 
them to the following webpage: www.creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/us/. 

Yoga
Need to stretch out, relax, or rejuvenate? Come to the Gover-
nor’s House for yoga. Bring a towel or mat, and please help the 
instructors move the chairs out of the way for the practice and 
move the chairs back afterwards.
Friday
7:15-8:30 AM Yoga Yoga with Helen Kesler (come/go at any time)
6:35 - 7:25 PM Gentle Flow Happy Hour Yoga with Marcela 
Castillo
Saturday
7:15-8:30 AM Yoga with Helen Kesler (come/go at any time)
6:35-7:25 PM Yoga with Helen Kesler (come/go at any time)
Sunday
7:15-8:30 AM Yoga with Helen Kesler (come/go at any time)
5:30-6:45 PM Yoga with Helen Kesler (come/go at any time)

Registration/Information
Our registration staff will be on-site to answer any questions 
you may have throughout the conference. The registration  
desk is open:
Thursday, April 15 – 12:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Friday, April 16 – 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Saturday, April 17 – 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Sunday, April 18 – 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Exhibitors
Please visit our exhibitors located in the foyer of the Mediterra-
nean Center and along side the interior garden: 
Friday, April 16 – 8:00 AM - 10:00 PM
Saturday, April 17 – 8:00 AM - 10:00 PM
Sunday, April 18 – 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Name Tags
Please wear your name tag at all times when entering confer-
ence sessions. This is proof that you have paid registration and 
are eligible to attend the sessions.

Room Hosts
All of the breakout sessions will have room hosts to assist the 
speakers, hand out evaluations, etc. We request that you 
please respect room host requests, including if the room is full 
and you are asked to select another session. Also, if the session 
is full, please be sure to place your personal items on the floor 
and not on the chair next to you. 

Evaluations
Please complete the individual workshop evaluations handed 
out in the sessions (return to room host) and the general confer-
ence evaluations (return to registration) included in your regis-
tration materials. Your valuable feedback will be helpful to the 
presenters and in our future planning. Participants requesting 
continuing education credits must submit workshop and general 
session evaluation forms in order to comply with credentialing 
board policies. 

Lost and Found
Any items found during the conference will be taken to the 
registration desk, or the hotel’s reception desk. After the confer-
ence, call the Holiday Inn directly at (408) 793-3919.

Cell Phones/Pagers
When entering session rooms, please turn your cell phones and 
pagers off or to the vibrate mode. 

Smoking
The Holiday Inn is a NON SMOKING FACILITY and smoking 
is not allowed on Hotel premises. In order to accommodate 
patrons who wish to smoke, the Holiday Inn has provided an 
outdoor smoking area near the Mediterranean Center on the 
other side of the green fence. Please do not smoke anywhere 
else on the hotel premises, including in rooms, on balconies or 
patios, or in the garden area.

Guests staying at the hotel are required to acknowledge the  
following statement: “I agree that I am responsible for all  
the charges that I may incur as a result of this stay. A fee of  
$200 will be charged to my account if I have engaged in 
smoking in any Hotel guest rooms or anywhere in Hotel  
premises.” The hotel’s policy is to charge guests $200 for  
a first violation and $400 for a second violation.

Conference Decorum 
Psychedelic Science in the 21st Century was created to  
demonstrate the rigor and potential of psychedelic research 
to a wide range of scientists, physicians, therapists, regulators, 
media, and the general public. Out of respect for the work that 
MAPS, the Heffter Research Institute, the Council on Spiritual 
Practices, the Beckley Foundation, and other researchers are 
attempting to do from within the regulatory and legal system, 
we request that you limit your engagement with psychedelics  
at the conference to the realm of intellectual discussion.

Medical Emergencies
Nearest hospital (3.2 miles)
O’Connor Hospital
2105 Forest Ave., San Jose, CA 95128
(408) 947-2500 • oconnorhospital.org
Nearest pharmacy (2.4 miles)
Safeway (open 24 hours)
3970 Rivermark Plaza, Santa Clara, CA 95054
(408) 855-0980

Continuing Medical Education/ 
Continuing Education
There will be three tracks of presentations at the conference.  
All tracks are open to all attendees.

Track 1, the continuing medical education (CME) track, is ac-
credited by CME Consultants. Medical doctors and healthcare 
professionals (including psychologists, nurses, social workers, 
etc.) who registered at the medical doctor or healthcare profes-
sional rate can earn CME/CE credit by attending the talks in 
track 1.

Attendees who would like to claim Continuing Medical 
Education (CME) credit should obtain evaluation forms for 
each day from the conference registration table. These forms 
will contain a list of lectures and the corresponding CME credit 
offered. Attendees should mark the lectures they attend and 
provide their contact information. These evaluation forms must 
be returned to the registration table before 6 PM on Sunday, 
April 18. The conference staff will submit the forms to CME 
Consultants, who are the accrediting agency. The agency will 
mail CME credit certificates to attendees after the conference.

Many of the presentations in Tracks 2 and 3 are accredited 
by the Spiritual Competency Resource Center (SRCR), an 
approved Continuing Education provider for 3 accreditation 

General Conference Information:
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Day/Date Start Time End Time CME Track Presenters
In the Mediterranean Center CME Track Topics

Session  
Style

CME 
Credits

Track 2 Presenters
In Governor’s House A/B Track 2 Topics Track 3 Presenters 

In Governor’s House C/D Track 3 Topics

Thursday & Friday, April 15/16

THUR 4/15 7:00 PM 10:00 PM POOLSIDE RECEPTION                                                                                                                                                                  POSTER SESSIONS (See Sunday schedule for details)

FRI 4/16 7:00 AM 9:00 AM B R E A K F A S T

4/16 9:00 AM 9:15 AM CONFERENCE INTRODUCTION WELCOME - Plenary Plenary

4/16 9:15 AM 10:15 AM Rick Doblin, Ph.D., Robert Jesse, 
David Nichols, Ph.D., &  
Amanda Feilding

Welcome - Plenary Plenary

Block 1: MDMA/PTSD

4/16 10:15 AM 11:00 AM Michael Mithoefer, M.D. &  
Annie Mithoefer, B.S.N.

MDMA-Assisted Psychotherapy for Treat-
ment of PTSD: Results from US Pilot Study

Plenary 0.5

4/16 11:00 AM 11:30 AM B R E A K

4/16 11:30 AM 12:00 PM Peter Oehen, M.D. MDMA-Assisted Psychotherapy for Treat-
ment of PTSD: Results of Swiss Pilot Study

0.5 Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D. Introduction to Tracks 2 & 3:  
Psychedelic Therapy & Change: 
Research, Challenges, Implications*

4/16 12:00 PM 12:45 PM Panel: All MDMA/PTSD researchers:  
Ingrid Pacey M.D., Jose Carlos Bouso, Ph.D., 
Nasser Shuriquie, M.D., Michael Mithoefer, 
M.D.,  
Annie Mithoefer, B.S.N., Peter Oehen, M.D.

Panel Discussion Wrapping Up MDMA/
PTSD Research, Implications of MDMA-
assisted Psychotherapy for the Treatment 
of PTSD in Non-Drug Therapy

0.5

4/16 12:45 PM 2:15 PM L U N C H

Block 2: End of Life Laboratory Research Ayahuasca Effects

4/16 2:15 PM 2:45 PM Charles Grob, M.D.,  
Alicia Danforth, Ph.D. (cand.)

Harbor-UCLA Study of Psilocybin  
Treatment for Anxiety in Advanced-Stage 
Cancer Patients

1

Nicholas Cozzi, Ph.D. Recent Developments in  
N,N-dimethyltryptamine (DMT)  
Pharmacology 

Benny Shanon, Ph.D. Ayahuasca & Cognitiion*

4/16 2:45 PM 3:15 PM Clinton Canal, Ph.D. Head-Twitch Response in Rodents 
Caused by Serotonin-Like Halluci-
nogens: Role of Serotonin 2A & 2C 
Receptors

Stephen Beyer, Ph.D. Ayahuasca Shamanism, Cognitive 
Psychology, & Phenomenology of 
Hallucination

4/16 3:15 PM 3:45 PM Roland Griffiths Ph.D.,  
William A. Richards, Ph.D.  
Mary Cosimano, M.S.W

Johns Hopkins Study of Psilocybin  
in Cancer Patients

0.5 Simon D. Brandt, Ph.D. Analytical Characterization &  
Profiling of the Psychoactive 
Tryptamines

Paulo Cesar Ribeiro Barbosa, 
Ph.D.

A Six-Month Prospective Evalua-
tion of Personality Traits, Psychiatric 
Symptoms, & Quality of Life in 
Ayahuasca-Naive Subjects*

4/16 3:45 PM 4:00 PM B R E A K

4/16 4:00 PM 5:00 PM Andrew Weil, M.D. The Future of Psychedelic &  
Medical Marijuana Research - Plenary

Plenary 1

Block 2: End of Life (continued) Body Work Ayahuasca Safety

4/16 5:00 PM 5:30 PM Anthony Bossis, Ph.D. Entheogens & Mystical Experience: 
Implications for End-of-Life Psychotherapy; 
Overview of NYU Psilocybin/Cancer 
Project

0.5 Sylvia C. Bagge, R.N. Psychedelic Therapy & the Alexan-
der Technique*

Deborah Quevedo, R.N., 
L.C.P.

Psychospiritual Integration of an  
Ayahuasca Retreat Experience*

4/16 5:30 PM 6:00 PM Peter Gasser, M.D. LSD-Assisted Psychotherapy for the Treat-
ment of Anxiety Associated with Life-
Threatening Illnesses: Results from Swiss 
Pilot study

0.5 Allan Ajaya, Ph.D. LSD-Assisted Myofacial  
Therapy: A Case Study* 

Silvia Polivoy, Ph.D. Ayahuasca: Handle with Utmost 
Care*

4/16 6:00 PM 6:30 PM Charles Grob, M.D., Alicia Danforth, Ph.D. 
(cand.), Roland Griffiths, Ph.D., Stephen Ross, 
M.D. Jeffrey Guss, M.D., Anthony Bossis, 
Ph.D., Peter Gasser, M.D., William A. Rich-
ards, Ph.D. Mary Cosimano, M.S.W.

Psychedelic Psychotherapy for End-of-Life 
Panel 

0.5 Steven Toth, RMT Incorporating Bodywork into the  
Psychedelic Journey

Luís Fernando Tófoli, M.D., 
Ph.D.

Mental Health Safety of Ayahuasca  
Religious Use: Results from an  
Epidemiological Surveillance 
System by the União do Vegetal in 
Brazil*

4/16 6:30 PM 7:30 PM B R E A K

4/16 7:30 PM 8:30 PM D I N N E R

4/16 8:30 PM 9:00 PM Carolyn Garcia (Mountain Girl) On The Bus - Plenary Plenary

4/16 9:00 PM 10:00 PM Alex & Allyson Grey Better Religion Through Science & Art  Plenary Plenary

4/16 10:00 PM 12:00 AM ENTERTAINMENT Andrew Jones and Phaedra Ana’s   
“Pha-Droid”; Ayahuasca Music

Total 
CME 
Day 1

5.5

*Items marked with an asterisk are accredited for CE credits for APA, BRN, MSW, MFT.  
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4/17 7:00 AM 9:00 AM B R E A K F A S T

Neuro/Bio History of Psychedelic Research Rising Researchers Panel Topics

4/17 9:00 AM 9:30 AM Julie Holland, M.D. Psychedelics in the Psychiatric ER 0.5 Ben Sessa, M.D. History of Psychedelic Research in 
the United Kingdom*

Shannon Campbell, M.S.,  
Bryan West, Levente Moro, 
Ph.D.,  
Marcelo Mercante, Ph.D.,  
Robert Forte, M.A., &  
Sean Leneghan, Ph.D. 
(cand.),  
Thomas B. Roberts, Ph.D.  
(moderator)

Rising Researchers Panel  
(Sat., 9-10:30; 10 minutes talk  
& 5 minutes Q&A)   
[See names & topics at bottom of 
Sunday schedule]

4/17 9:30 AM 10:00 AM Robin Carhart-Harris M.D. Using fMRI to Investigate the Effects of  
Psilocybin on Brain Activation & Blood 
Flow: Rationale, Hypotheses & Progress 

 0.5 Richard Yensen, Ph.D. History of Psychedelic Research at  
Maryland Psychiatric Research 
Center*

4/17 10:00 AM 10:30 AM Christopher B. Wiegand, M.D. Results from a Study of Psilocybin to Treat  
Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder in Human 
Subjects

 0.5 Stephen Ross, M.D., Jef-
frey Guss, M.D., Anthony 
Bossis, Ph.D., Bryan West

History & Development of  
NYU Psilocybin Research Project*

4/17 10:30 AM 11:00 AM B R E A K

Neuro/Bio (cont’d.) Training Metaphors, Hallucinations, Language

4/17 11:00 AM 11:30 AM Jordi Riba, Ph.D. Pharmacology of Ayahuasca in Healthy 
Volunteers

0.5 Jeffrey Guss, M.D.
James Fadiman, Ph.D.

The NYU Psilocybin Cancer 
Anxiety Research Project’s 
Psychedelic Psychotherapy 
Training Program*

James L. Kent The Mechanics of Hallucination

4/17 11:30 AM 12:00 PM Matt Baggott, Ph.D. How Do MDMA & Related Drugs  
Affect Healthy Volunteers?

0.5 Psychedelics as Entheogens: 
How to Create & Guide 
Successful Sessions*

Diana Reed Slattery, Ph.D. 
(cand.)

Ecstatic Significations:  
Psychedelics & Language

4/17 12:00 PM 12:30 PM John Mendelson, M.D. Phase 1 Studies of Psychological &  
Physiological Effects of MDMA, MDA, 
LSD

0.5 Michael Montagne, Ph.D. Metaphors & Meanings:  
How We Interpret & Understand  
Psychedelic Drug Experiences*

4/17 12:30 PM 2:00 PM L U N C H                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               1:15 Beckley Foundation Open House

Neuro/Bio (cont’d.) Therapeutic Approaches Ayahuasca & Psychospiritual Integration

4/17 2:00 PM 2:30 PM David Nichols, Ph.D. Advances In Understanding How  
Psychedelics Work In The Brain

0.5 Scott Hill, Ph.D. & 
David Lukoff, Ph.D.

Implications of Jungian Psychology  
for Psychedelic Psychotherapy*

David Coyote Waking Up Together: The Intertwin-
ing  
of Buddhism & Ayahuasca

4/17 2:30 PM 3:00 PM 0.5 Tom Pinkson, Ph.D. Psychedelics & Death: Exercising 
the ‘Letting Go’ Muscle*

José Maria Fábregas, M.D. Long Term Effects on Mental Health  
of Ayahuasca Ritual Use*

Public Education Public Education Ayahuasca Healing  
Through Song & Eros

Ayahuasca Healing Through Song 
& Eros

4/17 3:00 PM 3:30 PM Franz Vollenweider, M.D. Psychological Dimensions, Neural 
Networks & Neurotransmitter Dynamics 
Underlying Psyche-delic-Induced Altered 
States of Consciousness 

0.5 Earth & Fire Erowid Connecting the Microdots Susana Bustos, Ph.D. Icaros: Song & Healing in  
Ayahuasca Ceremonies

4/17 3:30 PM 4:00 PM 0.5 Yalila Espinoza Erotic Healing Experiences with 
Ayahuasca

4/17 4:00 PM 4:30 PM B R E A K

Neuro/Bio (cont’d.) Psilocybin Research Ayahuasca, Other Psychedelics & Addiction

4/17 4:30 PM 5:00 PM Torsten Passie, M.D. MDMA & the Post-Orgasmic State 0.5 Juan Sanchez-Ramos, 
Ph.D., M.D.,

Effects of Psilocybin & Other Selec-
tive  
Serotonin Agonists on Hippocam-
pal-Dependent Learning & Neuro-
genesis

Ralph Metzner, Ph.D. Psychedelic, Psychoactive & Addic-
tive Drugs & States of Conscious-
ness*

4/17 5:00 PM 5:30 PM Alicia Danforth, Ph.D (cand.) Psychedelics & MDMA as Potential 
Supplements to Treatment for High-Func-
tioning Autism & Asperger’s Syndrome

0.5 Robert Wold Development of Psilocybin, LSD, &  
Bromo-LSD for Cluster Headache

Stephen Ross, M.D. Psychedelics in the Treatment of 
Addiction

4/17 5:30 PM 6:00 PM Ralph Metzner, Ph.D., 
John Perry Barlow,  
Ram Dass, & Don Lattin
 

Book Readings: “Birth of a Psy-
chedelic Culture” & “The Harvard 
Psychedelic Club”

Beatriz Caiuby Labate, Ph.D., 
Brian Anderson

The Treatment & Handling of Sub-
stance Dependence with Ayahuas-
ca: Reflections  
on Current & Future Research*

4/17 6:00 PM 6:30 PM Philippe Lucas Regaining Internal 
Freedom;Ayahuasca-Assisted Treat-
ment for Addiction

4/17 6:30 PM 7:30 PM B R E A K

4/17 7:30 PM 10:00 PM BANQUET HONORING ANN & SASHA SHULGIN

4/17 10:00 PM 12:00 AM Entertainment Total 
CME 
Day 2

6

Saturday, April 17 *Items marked with an asterisk are accredited for CE credits for APA, BRN, MSW, MFT.  

Day/Date Start Time End Time CME Track Presenters
In the Mediterranean Center CME Track Topics

Session  
Style

CME 
Credits

Track 2 Presenters
In Governor’s House A/B Track 2 Topics Track 3 Presenters 

In Governor’s House C/D Track 3 Topics
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Sunday, April 18

SUN 4/18 7:00 AM 9:00 AM B R E A K F A S T

Neuro/Bio (cont’d.) Drug Development

4/18 9:00 AM 9:30 AM John Halpern, M.D. (video feed) Neurocognitive Consequences of MDMA  
(video feed)

0.5 Amy Emerson &  
Michelle Wietz

Regulatory Requirements for Drug  
Development Research

Kathleen Harrison Folk Research: The Hidden Benefits 
of a Long Tradition

4/18 Block 4: Future Implications Ibogaine Treatment Research Ayahuasca Policy

4/18 9:30 AM 10:00 AM L. (Ilsa) Jerome, Ph.D. Mining MDMA Literature: Finding Gems  
in the Rough

0.5 Jeff Kamlet M.D. Ibogaine Medicine Andreas Hernandez, Ph.D. Cultural Trauma, Capitalist Moder-
nity, & the Global Expansion of 
Santo Daime: 1930-2009

4/18 10:00 AM 10:30 AM Torsten Passie, M.D. Neurophysiological & Psychological 
Mechanisms of Entactogens in  
Psychotherapy

0.5 Clare Wilkins The Evolution of an   
Ibogaine Treatment

Kenneth Tupper, Ph.D. (cand.) Psychedelics, Entheogens & Public 
Policy

4/18 10:30 AM 11:00 AM Matthew W. Johnson, Ph.D. The Johns Hopkins Guidelines for Safely 
Conducting Human Hallucinogen  
Research

0.5 Tom Kingsley Brown, 
Ph.D.

Ibogaine Treatment for Drug Depen-
dence: a Study of Quality of Life

Leanna Standish, N.D., Ph.D., 
L.Acup., FABNO

Ayahuasca, Science & Medicine

4/18 11:00 AM 11:30 AM B R E A K

Future Implications (cont’d.) Psychedelic Drug Policy Psychedelic Drug Policy Ayahuasca Medicine Ayahuasca Medicine

4/18 11:30 AM 12:00 PM Roland Griffiths, Ph.D.,  
William A. Richards, Ph.D.,  
Mary Cosimano, M.S.W.

Johns Hopkins Studies of Psilocybin-
Occasioned Mystical-Type Experiences: 
Phenomenology & Research 

0.5 Mark Kleiman, Ph.D. Regulating the Psychedelics Frank Echenhofer, Ph.D. Ayahuasca, Shamanic EEGs  
& Adult Development*  

4/18 12:00 PM 12:30 PM 0.5 Jag Davies Psychedelic Harm Reduction & 
Policy

Stephen Trichter, Ph.D. Out of the Jungle & Onto the 
Couch: Applying Ayahuasca’s  
Lessons to Therapy*

Public Education Public Education

4/18 12:30 PM 1:00 PM 0.5 Bruce Sewick, LCPC, 
RDDP, CADC &  
Thomas B. Roberts, Ph.D. 

University Courses in Psychedelics Maggi Quinlan, Ph.D. Healing from the Gods: Ayahuasca  
& the Curing of Disease States

4/18 1:00 PM 2:30 PM L U N C H                                                                                                                                                                                   MAPS Q&A Lunch with Rick Doblin, Ph.D.                                    Ayahausca Researcers Meeting

4/18 2:30 PM 4:00 PM Stan Grof, M.D. Implications of Psychedelic Research for  
Psychology & Psychiatry

Plenary 1.5

4/18 4:00 PM 4:30 PM B R E A K

Total 
CME 
Day 3

5

4/18 4:30 PM 5:10 PM Amanda Feilding, Robert Jesse,  
David Nichols, Ph.D., &  
Rick Doblin, Ph.D. 

Closing Remarks Plenary

Total 
CME

16.5 Poster Session  
(Thurs. 7PM-10PM)

Poster Session Topic Rising Researchers Panel  
Presenters (Sat., 9-10:30 AM) 

Rising Researchers Panel Topic  
(10 mins. & 5 mins. Q&A)

Peter H. Addy, Ph.D. 
(cand.)

Salvia Divinorum Shannon Campbell, M.S. Enhanced Mysticism, Perception, 
& Cognition of Psychedelic States 
of Consciousness: Assessment of a 
New Questionnaire

Henry Cox, Ph.D. (cand.) Pituri: Identity & Effect Levente Móró, Ph.D. (cand.) Autognosis, Life Quality, & Spiritual-
ity in Psychedelic Drug Users

Nicholas V. Cozzi, Ph.D. Recent Developments in N,N-dime-
thyltryptamine (DMT) Pharmacology 

Marcelo S. Mercante, Ph.D. Ayahuasca, Spontaneous Mental 
Imagery, Homeless People, & the 
Treatment of Drug Addiction & 
Alcoholism

Kevin Feeney, J.D. Revisiting Wasson’s Soma: Explor-
ing the Effects of Preparation on the 
Chemistry of Amanita Muscaria

Bryan West Education & Training of Psychedelic 
Therapists

Kevin Feeney, J.D. Re-examining the Role of Muscarine  
in the Chemistry of Amanita Mus-
caria

Robert Forte, M.A. Ayahuasca, Indigenous Medicine,  
& Cancer: Preliminary Findings

Rachel Harris, Ph.D. Ayahuasca in North America Sean Leneghan, Ph.D. (cand.) Ecstasy use in Sydney, Australia

Marianne Kaspersen, 
Ph.D.

Therapeutic Interventions & Their 
Efficacy Relating to PTSD-Related 
Symptomatology 

Thomas B. Roberts, Ph.D. 
Moderator

Alexandre Quaranta, 
Ph.D.

Psychedelics Use & Lucid Dreaming:  
The Providential Synergy

*Items marked with an asterisk are accredited for CE credits for APA, BRN, MSW, MFT.  

Day/Date Start Time End Time CME Track Presenters
In the Mediterranean Center CME Track Topics

Session  
Style

CME 
Credits

Track 2 Presenters
In Governor’s House A/B Track 2 Topics Track 3 Presenters 

In Governor’s House C/D Track 3 Topics

All sessions will be audio/video recorded.  

Audio CDs will be available for purchase immediately after each session  

at the conference tables in the foyer of the Mediterranean Center.

Orders received by Saturday evening will be available for pick-up on Sunday.  

You may also place mail-orders for Video DVDs (including PowerPoint slides). 

Following the event, orders may be placed at www.conferencerecording.com
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provide relief by access emotional processes. 
If during therapy there is an experiential shift 
from past to present time, this may indicate 
access to emotional processes. Within a 
transpersonal view, emotional issues are 
processed differently from verbal material, in 
accordance with the contention that certain 
domains of the psyche only may be reached 
through holotropic states of consciousness. 
Marianne Kaspersen, Ph.D.             

Psychedelic Use and Lucid Dreaming: 
The Providential Synergy 
Lucid dreaming is the amazing possibility of 
being fully awake and aware in the dream 
state while having at the same time access 
to faculties such as will, reason, memory 
(notably of waking state based intention), 
imagination, intuition, and empathy. It is today 
proven to be a learnable skill which opens the 
door of the pure and free ecstatic imagina-
tion and of the transpersonal realm. The 
practice of lucid dreaming is today known to 
be as efficient as psychoactive substances to 
deconstruct the way we create and coagulate 
our perceptions at several levels and can be 
considered a providential “hack” for that pur-
pose. For that reason genuine lucid dreaming 
exploration necessarily leads to freeing philo-
sophical considerations and metaphysical 
insights. Interestingly, experience of the author 
confirmed by interviews of other explorers, 
shows that the practice of lucid dreaming 
can prepare the most possible fruitful use 
of psychedelic substances but also replace 
and take over from the use of such drugs to 
expand consciousness. A fascinating area of 
experimentation is the simulation of psyche-
delic use in the lucid dream state, which is 
shown to induce very similar and sometimes 
identical effects (non ordinary skills, percep-
tions and moods) which survive the return to 
the waking state. This presentation is designed 
to offer a panoramic view on lucid dreaming 
possibilities, describe more precisely some 
of them, and to offer also some practical 
understanding on how the lucid dream state 
can be achieved. 
Alexandre Quaranta, Ph.D. 
           
Hyper-Sensitive States and Indirect 
Semantic Priming: Inferring The Me-
chanics of Psilocybin’s Novel Associa-
tion Effect 
The semantic network model serves as a 
metaphorical framework by which all we 
know of the world can be represented as a 
web or net of interrelated semantic concepts, 
each shown as a node. These conceptual 
nodes are activated into associative strands 
during the formation of a thought, and this 
activation leads to the semantic priming of 
those associated nodes. Primed nodes are 
then recognized and accessed more readily 
in subsequent semantic cognitive tasks. Latent 
inhibition (LI) is the perceptual filter which 
screens from conscious awareness the stimuli 
which have previously been experienced as 
irrelevant or inconsequential. A decrease, or 
lowering, of this LI capacity has been linked 
with schizophrenia and also with exceptional-
ly high creative achievement scores amongst 
high-functioning individuals. It is believed 
that the highly creative individual, whose 
attentional state is uninhibited, may thereby 
have access to a larger inventory of indirectly 
primed concepts, which may then be linked 
into novel associative strands. Throughout this 
presentation, I intend to explore and form an 

argument which seeks to describe the effects 
of psilocybin using the semantic network by 
expanding upon the cognitive mechanism 
of latent inhbition (LI) described by Carson 
(2003) and its correlatable research data. 
Key to relating the LI model to the activity 
of psilocybin on the semantic network is the 
indirect priming and schizophrenia research 
of Spitzer (1996, 1994). By interpreting 
semantic priming as a function of attention, 
the length of activational spread within the 
network can be seen as dependent on, not 
only the capacity of memory, but also the 
capacity of one’s attention span. 
Kaleb Smith

F R I D A Y 
 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 
Breakfast for Hotel Guests 

9:00 AM - 10:15 AM Plenary 

Conference Welcome 
with Rick Doblin, Ph.D., Robert Jesse,  
David Nichols, Ph.D., and Amanda Feilding

10:15 AM - 11:00 AM  
CME Track MDMA/PTSD  
Research 

MDMA-Assisted Psychotherapy for 
Treatment of Chronic PTSD: Safety 
and Efficacy Results from the first ran-
domized controlled U.S. Pilot Study 
(CME)
This talk will discuss a completed, random-
ized, blinded, placebo-controlled pilot study 
of MDMA-assisted psychotherapy in 21 
subjects with treatment-resistant Posttraumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD). Preliminary results 
suggesting long-term efficacy of the treatment 
after more than one year after study comple-
tion will also be discussed. Case reports indi-
cate that psychiatrists administered MDMA 
as a catalyst to psychotherapy prior to its 
criminalization in 1985. This clinical trial was 
the first to be sponsored by MAPS to evaluate 
the safety and efficacy of MDMA as a thera-
peutic adjunct and is currently under review 
for publication. More than 60% of PTSD 
patients are refractory to both psychotherapy 
and psychopharmacology. 21 subjects with 
chronic PTSD were randomly assigned to ei-
ther psychotherapy with concomitant MDMA 
or an inactive placebo group. Both groups re-
ceived preparatory and integrative non-drug 
psychotherapy. The primary outcome measure 
was the Clinician Administered PTSD Scale 
(CAPS) administered by a blinded indepen-
dent rater. CAPS scores decreased significant-
ly greater than placebo for the MDMA group 
at all measured time points. There were no 
drug-related adverse events. Based on CAPS 
scores, neurocognitive testing, blood pres-
sure and body temperature monitoring data, 
MDMA-assisted psychotherapy can be ad-
ministered to PTSD patients without evidence 
of harm in a therapeutic setting and may be 
useful in PTSD patients who are refractory to 
other treatments. The design and progress of 
a dose-response MDMA -assisted psychother-
apy study in 16 U.S. war veterans expected to 
begin in 2010 will also be discussed.  
Michael Mithoefer, M.D. and  
Annie Mithoefer B.S.N.

11:00-11:30  Break 

11:30 AM - 12:45 PM  
CME Track MDMA/PTSD  
Research cont’d

MDMA-Assisted Psychotherapy  
for the Treatment of Chronic PTSD: 
Preliminary Results from the Swiss 
Pilot Study (CME)
This talk will discuss an ongoing, randomized, 
double-blind, active placebo-controlled pilot 
study of MDMA-assisted psychotherapy in 
12 subjects with chronic Posttraumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD). This clinical trial is the 
second to be sponsored by MAPS to evaluate 
safety and efficacy of MDMA as a therapeu-
tic adjunct, and the first study to evaluate use 
of low dose MDMA as an active placebo 
to create an effective blind. Another goal of 
this study was to assess the applicability of 
MDMA-assisted psychotherapy to different 
subject populations and therapist teams. 12 
subjects with chronic PTSD were randomly as-
signed to either psychotherapy with concomi-
tant MDMA or an active placebo group. Both 
groups received preparatory and integra-
tive non-drug psychotherapy. The primary 
outcome measure was the Clinician Admin-
istered PTSD Scale (CAPS) administered by 
a blinded independent rater. In addition, the 
Posttraumatic Stress Diagnostic Scale was 
evaluated as a secondary outcome measure 
to assess any correlation with the CAPS. The 
treatment phase of this study is complete and 
all subjects are in the long-term follow up 
phase to assess longevity of the treatment 
effect. Data analysis from the treatment phase 
is currently ongoing. Preliminary results, 
possible effects of trauma etiology and the 
effectiveness of the active placebo will be 
discussed. This study will end in 2011, after 
which the results will be prepared for publica-
tion in a peer-reviewed journal.
Peter Oehen, M.D. 

12:00 PM -12:45 PM 
Panel Discussion Wrapping Up 
MDMA/PTSD Research, Implications 
of MDMA-Assisted Psychotherapy for 
the Treatment of PTSD (CME) 
Michael Mithoefer, M.D., Annie Mithoefer, 
B.S.N., Peter Oehen, M.D., Ingrid Pacey 
M.D., Jose Carlos Bouso, Ph.D., Jordi Riba, 
Ph.D., Nasser Shuriquie, M.D. 

11:30 AM - 12:45 PM  
Introduction to Tracks 2 & 3

Psychedelic Therapy and Change: Re-
search, Challenges, Implications (CE) 
This talk will introduce tracks 2 and 3 for the 
conference, and discuss Dr. Goldsmith’s re-
search. Dr. Goldsmith will begin by discussing 
the tracks in a historical perspective, and will 
then outline the research environment, focus, 
and results from 1947 to the present, outlin-
ing how the climate has changed over the 
decades, the key research areas (substance 
abuse, end-of-life, etc.) and findings, and the 
current research underway and planned. 
Next, this talk will examine key questions: 
Can psychedelics provide lasting cures? Is 
psychedelic spirituality real; helpful? Should 
we take a medical, sacramental, or some 
other approach to this work? Is double blind 
effective; necessary? How will psychedelic 

Friday, April 16  

Thursday  

T H U R S D A Y

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
Opening Reception
 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
Poster Sessions in  
Governor’s House  

Salvia divinorum 
This study utilized a placebo-controlled, 
double-blind, randomized design that incor-
porated both quantitative and qualitative 
data collection and analysis in an attempt 
to study the subjective experience of Salvia 
divinorum and consequences of use in 30 hu-
man participants after 8 weeks. Participants 
were screened for medical and psychological 
issues in order to minimize the chance of a 
negative reaction. An Emergency Medical 
Technician was present during administration 
of either 1000 mcg salvinorin A or a placebo 
dose. It was found that smoking salvinorin 
A in a controlled research setting facilitated 
psychedelic and transpersonal experiences 
with few negative experiences reported. The 
effects were sudden, fleeting, and incom-
parable to the effects facilitated by other 
psychoactive substances. During an 8-week 
follow-up interview no participants met DSM 
criteria for substance abuse or dependence of 
S. divinorum. 
Peter Addy, Ph.D. candidate             

Pituri: Identity and Effect 
Australian Aboriginal people have relied 
on their Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
(TEK) for some 50,000 years in the Australian 
landscape. They have utilized a natural larder 
known in Australia as “bush-tucker,” and 
“Pituri,” a plant-based chewing product from 
Duboisia hopwoodii, an inland desert plant in 
the Solanaceae family, is one of these items. 
It was traded across the continent and even at 
the time of British Sovereignty was regarded 
by Aboriginal people as the most valuable 
trade item in the country. It was initially 
investigated in the 19th Century by Austra-
lian doctors and described as a ‘narcotic’. 
In the 1980’s it was re-described by visiting 
American anthropologist Marlene Dobkin de 
Rios as a ‘hallucinogen’. What then does this 
transition in nomenclature tell us about the 
plant and substance, and more importantly, 
western science? What indeed are some of 
the cultural constructions which surround not 
only this case study of pituri use, but the hallu-
cinogens in general? This paper examines the 
historical and present day cultural construc-
tions of pituri use through a deconstruction 
of the terms ‘hallucinogen,’ ‘narcotic’ and 
‘Aboriginal,’ and a Foucauldian analysis of 
the associated power relations. 
Henry Cox, Ph.D. candidate 

Recent Developments in N,N-dimeth-
yltryptamine (DMT) Pharmacology 
The plant hallucinogen N,N-dimethyltryptam-
ine (DMT) has been used for religious and 
other purposes for many centuries. The 
psychological effects of ingested DMT are 
characterized as an intense dream-like state 

with fantastic visual imagery, altered time and 
space perceptions, changes in body image 
and sensations, and feelings ranging from 
euphoria to sadness to amazement. Over the 
past several decades, scientists have linked 
the psychoactive effects of DMT to various 
neurochemical processes including action 
at serotonin receptors and transporters and 
monoamine oxidase enzymes. We recently 
identified the sigma-1 receptor as the latest 
molecular target for DMT. We reported that 
DMT binds to sigma-1 receptors at low micro-
molar concentrations, inhibits sigma-1 recep-
tor-regulated sodium ion channels at higher 
concentrations, and induces a hypermobility 
response in wild-type mice that is abolished 
in sigma-1 receptor knockout mice (Fontanilla 
2009). In a later study, we reported that DMT 
and other psychedelic tryptamines exhibit 
substrate behavior at plasma membrane and 
synaptic vesicle uptake transporters (Cozzi 
2009). We hypothesize that these uptake 
processes may allow the accumulation of 
DMT within neurons to reach relatively high 
levels and, when stored in synaptic vesicles, to 
function as a releasable transmitter. We have 
now obtained direct experimental evidence 
in support of this hypothesis by observing 
that DMT can be taken up by model neuronal 
cells (PC12 cells) and subsequently released 
by these cells under conditions of controlled 
depolarization. The psychedelic effects of 
DMT and related compounds likely arise from 
a complex interplay among all of these en-
zyme, receptor, and transporter mechanisms. 
Nicholas Cozzi, Ph.D.             

Revisiting Wasson’s Soma: Explor-
ing the Effects of Preparation on the 
Chemistry of Amanita muscaria 
In 1968 R. Gordon Wasson first proposed 
his groundbreaking theory identifying Soma, 
the hallucinogenic sacrament of the Vedas, 
as the Amanita muscaria mushroom. While 
Wasson’s theory has since garnered much ac-
claim, it is not without its faults. One omission 
in Wasson’s theory is his failure to explain 
how the pressing and filtering of Soma, as de-
scribed in the Rig Veda, supports his theory of 
Soma’s identity. Several critics have reasoned 
that such preparation should be unnecessary 
if equivalent results can be obtained “by 
simply chewing the plant materials, as is the 
case with psychotropic mushrooms.” While 
many areas of Wasson’s theory have been 
subject to criticism, it is my contention that a 
proper understanding of the chemical proper-
ties of Amanita muscaria, and how they are 
altered by the preparations described in the 
Rig Veda, will lend further credence to Was-
son’s theory. To determine the importance of 
preparation on Amanita muscaria inebriation 
I have collected and analyzed hundreds of 
anecdotal reports detailing various prepara-
tions of Amanita muscaria and the resulting 
effects. While the chemistry of Amanita mus-
caria is not yet fully understood, my findings 
help explain the significance of preparation 
on the effects of this mushroom. 
Kevin Feeney, J.D. 
    
Re-examining the role of muscarine 
in the chemistry of Amanita muscaria 
The chemistry of the Amanita muscaria mush-
room has long been a puzzle for scientists, 

and many pieces of this puzzle remain in 
dispute. One recurrent dispute centers on the 
role of muscarine in Amanita muscaria inebri-
ations and poisonings. Currently, it is widely 
(and mistakenly) believed that muscarine 
does not occur in Amanita muscaria in phar-
macologically active levels. While muscarine 
is unable to cross the blood-brain barrier, and 
contributes no psychoactive effects to Amani-
ta muscaria inebriation, a review of anecdotal 
case reports suggests that muscarine is pres-
ent in sufficient quantities to have a physi-
ological effect when moderate amounts of this 
mushroom are consumed. Failing to recognize 
the physiological contribution of muscarine to 
the Amanita muscaria experience leaves us 
with an incomplete picture of the properties of 
this mushroom and how it was perceived by 
the cultures who revered it. 
Kevin Feeney, J.D.             
 
Ayahuasca in North America 
This research explores how ayahuasca is 
being used in North America. The sample 
will be described in terms of gender, age and 
education. The focus is not on the ayahuasca 
experience itself, but on the impact the experi-
ence has in a person’s on-going life. How do 
people prepare for the experience? How do 
they change as a result of their ayahuasca 
experiences? How do their lives change? 
Is there a difference in their moods, self-
acceptance or spiritual experiences? How do 
their relationships with others change? Most 
people report using ayahuasca with great 
care given to set and setting. The context 
is usually spiritual with careful attention to 
preparation and intention. People report that 
their ayahuasca experience leads to greater 
self-acceptance and compassion, often 
mentioning a sense of heart opening. They 
also describe improvement in health habits 
such as giving up alcohol and smoking. Some 
mention stopping habitual use of marijuana. 
Many report a personal relationship with 
the spirit of ayahuasca that continues and 
develops beyond the experience. Preliminary 
findings from the quantitative scale adapted 
from the Persisting Effects Questionnaire used 
in the Johns Hopkins psilocybin study will be 
described. 
Rachel Harris, Ph.D.             

Therapeutic interventions and their 
efficacy relating to PTSD-related 
symptomatology 
PTSD is characterized by repetitive and 
debilitating intrusions, avoidance of intrusion-
triggers plus heightened arousal. Acute 
PTSD is diagnosed from 1-3 months, and 
chronic PTSD from 3 months or more. Factors 
especially predictive of PTSD are negative 
affectivity and previous psychiatric history. 
Resilience factors may include social support 
and internal control expectancy. Human-
made disasters are more predictive of PTSD 
than natural catastrophes, making research 
on humans exposed to war-trauma interesting. 
PTSD-symptoms may relate to sensory and 
emotional issues that verbal interventions may 
be unable to reach. According to dual-pro-
cessing theory PTSD is a result of incomplete 
processing between two different memory 
systems. Psychedelic or MDMA-assisted ther-
apy, if guided by professional therapists, may 

Program: Presenter Abstracts/Panels/Blocks
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Empirically, his research is based on the 
systematic recording of his own extensive 
experiences with the brew and on interviews 
with a large number of informants: indigenous 
persons, shamans, members of different 
religious sects using Ayahuasca, as well as 
foreign travelers. This is the largest and most 
systematically collected corpus of people’s 
experiences with Ayahuasca. Naturally, each 
Ayahuasca experience--both for the same 
individual on different occasions and across 
individuals- -is different. However, when a 
large corpus of such experiences is examined 
repeated patterns are encountered and a 
unified global structure may be appreci-
ated. Theoretically, Dr. Shanon proposes 
that the overall study of the Ayahuasca state 
of mind may be likened to that of language. 
Specifically, like language, which can be 
investigated on several levels and dimensions 
(e.g., syntax, lexicon, semantics, pragmatics), 
Ayahuasca visions can be investigated with 
respect to their formal structure, specific con-
tent elements presented in them, their themes, 
their narrative structure, as well as with 
respect to the interaction that the individual 
has with his/her visions. These various levels 
of analysis serve not only for the psychologi-
cal study of the Ayahuasca experience, but as 
the conceptual foundations for the cognitive 
study of non-ordinary states of consciousness 
in general. This talk will argue the case for the 
special orientation of Dr. Shanon’s research, 
define the major dimensions of the Ayahuasca 
state of mind and some of the conceptual 
distinctions, associated with them, highlight 
several empirical findings of prime interest, 
and note broader implications of these to 
the study of human consciousness at large. 
General philosophical ramifications will be 
indicated as well. 
Benny Shanon, Ph.D. 

2:45 PM - 3:15 PM 
Ayahuasca Shamanism, Cognitive 
Psychology, and Phenomenology  
of Hallucination (CE)  
There is no doubt that ayahuasca can 
produce hallucinations under just about any 
definition of the term—visual experiences 
that are solid, detailed, three-dimensional, ani-
mated, interactive, and embedded in ordinary 
perceptual space; auditory experiences that 
are immediate, external, directional, locatable 
in space, and often coordinated with visual 
experiences. In recent years, a widespread 
consensus has been reached about the nature 
of—at least—auditory hallucinations. How can 
these insights help us understand the effects 
of ayahuasca? This discussion will relate 
ayahuasca hallucinations to recent research 
in cognitive neuropsychiatry, especially with 
regard to source monitoring, Charles Bonnet 
hallucinations, and gap-filling; and explore 
the relationship between ayahuasca halluci-
nations and other visionary experiences—lucid 
dreams, DMT journeys, out-of-body experi-
ences, false awakenings, waking dreams, 
apparitions, eidetic visualization, and active 
imagination, all characterized by a greater 
or lesser degree of presentness, detail, 
externality, and three-dimensional explorable 
spacefulness.
Stephen Beyer, Ph.D. 

3:15 PM - 3:45 PM 
A Six-Month Prospective Evaluation 
of Personality Traits, Psychiatric 
Symptoms, and Quality of Life in 
Ayahuasca-Naive Subjects (CE) 
The authors assessed 23 subjects immediately 
before and six months (27.5 weeks) after their 
first ayahuasca session experienced within 
the urban Brazilian religious context of Santo 
Daime (N = 15) and União do Vegetal (N 
= 8). The measures applied included: 1) the 
Clinical Interview Schedule-Revised Edition 
(CIS-R), which is designed to assess minor 
psychiatric symptoms; 2) the Short Form–36 
items Health Survey (SF-36), a questionnaire 
designed to measure eight dimensions of gen-
eral health and well-being (physical function-
ing, role-physical, bodily pain, general health, 
vitality, social functioning, role-emotional 
and mental health); 3) the Temperament and 
Character Inventory–125 items (TCI-125), 
which measures four domains of temperament 
(novelty seeking, reward dependence, harm 
avoidance and persistence) and character 
(self-directedness, cooperativeness and self-
transcendence). Independent variables were 
the frequency of ayahuasca use throughout 
the period and the length of ayahuasca 
wash-out after six months. Santo Daime 
subjects showed a significant reduction of 
minor psychiatric symptoms, improvement 
of mental health, and a change in character 
traits towards decreased harm avoidance 
behavior (i.e. less anxious and pessimistic and 
more outgoing and optimistic). The União do 
Vegetal group showed a significant decrease 
in physical pain, and temperament change 
towards less reward-dependent behavior (i.e. 
less social approval-seeker and more cold 
and aloof). Changes in reward dependence 
was positively correlated with the frequency 
of ayahuasca use and negatively correlated 
with the length of wash-out period. Presenters 
will discuss possible mechanisms by which 
these changes may have occurred and sug-
gest areas for future research. 
Paulo Cesar Ribeiro Barbosa, Ph.D. 

3:45 PM - 4:00 PM  Break 

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM Plenary
The Future of Psychedelic & 
Medical Marijuana Research 
(CME) 
Forty years ago, a U.S.-led global backlash 
ended the possibility of researching potential 
beneficial effects of psychedelics and mari-
juana. Many studies had shown psychedel-
ics to be useful for managing anxiety and 
depression in terminal cancer patients, for 
treating alcoholism and opiate addiction and 
for catalyzing spiritual/mystical experience. 
At the same time marijuana was found to be 
effective for relieving the nausea and vomiting 
often associated with cancer chemotherapy. 
Now that restrictions on research with these 
agents are easing, a new generation of inves-
tigators is continuing these studies, as well as 
looking at MDMA for PTSD, psilocybin for 
OCD, and marijuana for MS, chronic pain, 
PTSD and other conditions. Many other pos-
sible therapeutic applications of psychedelics 
remain to be investigated. Contemporary 
research on positive effects of psychedelics 
and marijuana needs to be carefully designed 
and conducted to avoid another backlash 
from anti-drug zealots. 

Andrew Weil, M.D. 

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM 
CME Track End of Life  
Research cont’d

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM 
Entheogens and Mystical Experience: 
Implications for End-of-Life Psycho-
therapy; Overview of NYU Psilocy-
bin/Cancer Project (CME) 
The psycho-social, spiritual and existential 
suffering that advanced cancer patients often 
experience is a primary factor in end-of-life 
distress. In recent years, the discipline of pal-
liative care has greatly expanded its efforts at 
better understanding end-of-life existential suf-
fering. Patients with a life-threatening illness 
often experience hopelessness, helplessness, 
and loss of meaning. Research demonstrates 
that improved spiritual-well being and 
enhanced personal meaning may serve as a 
buffer against hopelessness and depression 
in advanced cancer. Building upon research 
begun decades ago, current research is ex-
ploring the potential benefits that entheogen-
assisted end-of-life psychotherapy may pro-
vide in helping patients find meaning, improve 
on spiritual well-being, and experience a 
greater acceptance of the dying process with 
less anxiety. This presentation will provide an 
overview of psychosocial-spiritual suffering 
at the end of life and explore the potential 
impact that psychedelic-induced mystical 
experiences may have on the creation of 
meaning and in mitigating psycho-spiritual 
distress. An overview of the NYU Psilocybin / 
Cancer Project will be presented.
Anthony Bossis, Ph.D. 

5:30PM - 6:00PM 
LSD-Assisted Psychotherapy for the 
Treatment of Anxiety Associated 
with Life Threatening Illnesses: Pre-
liminary results from the Swiss Pilot 
Study (CME)
This talk will present preliminary data on an 
ongoing, randomized, double-blind, active 
placebo-controlled pilot study of LSD-assisted 
psychotherapy in 12 subjects with anxiety as-
sociated with end-of-life issues. LSD-assisted 
psychotherapy was legal in Switzerland in the 
80s, but was criminalized soon after. This is 
the first study of LSD-assisted psychotherapy 
in human subjects in over 35 years. The goal 
of this pilot study is to establish safety and 
efficacy of this treatment in a terminally ill sub-
ject population, as well as to assess whether 
a low dose of LSD creates an effective blind. 
9 out of 12 terminally ill subjects with anxiety 
have been enrolled and randomized to either 
psychotherapy with concomitant full dose LSD 
or a low dose active placebo group. Both 
groups receive multiple sessions of preparato-
ry and integrative conventional psychothera-
py. Outcome measures of depression, anxiety 
and quality of life are assessed throughout the 
protocol. Disease progression is also tracked 
to monitor effects on anxiety levels. Enrollment 
for this study is currently ongoing. This study 
is expected to end in 2011, after which results 
will be prepared for publication in a peer-
reviewed journal.
Peter Gasser, M.D.

Friday, April 16  
researchers and therapists be trained? What 
should be done about re-scheduling psyche-
delics? How can we introduce psychedelics 
into mainstream medicine; society? Next, Dr. 
Goldsmith will discuss how medicine, science, 
and Western culture as a whole could be 
changed by the re-integration of psychedelics 
into society. The talk will close with a review 
of the aims and approaches of the Therapy/
Cultural track, and outlining how the panels in 
the track will help to address the issues raised 
in this talk. 
Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D. 

12:45 PM - 2:15 PM Lunch 
(Hotel guests and attendees with meal vouch-
ers will be served near the hotel garden) 
 
2:15 PM - 3:45 PM  
CME Track End of Life  
Research

2:15 PM - 3:15 PM 
Harbor-UCLA Study of Psilocybin 
Treatment for Anxiety in Advanced- 
Stage Cancer Patients (CME) 
This presentation will discuss a completed, 
randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled 
study of psilocybin-assisted psychotherapy in 
subjects with anxiety associated with cancer. 
A paper about this study was submitted for 
publication in August 2009. This talk will also 
cover the psychobiologic effects of MDMA in 
humans, the MDMA-neurotoxicity controversy, 
the effects of MDMA on cerebral blood flow, 
and the neuropsychological effects of MDMA 
in recreational users. 
Charles Grob, M.D.,  
Alicia Danforth, Ph.D. candidate 

3:15 PM - 3:45 PM 
Johns Hopkins Study of Psilocybin 
in Cancer Patients (CME)
This presentation will provide an overview 
of the Johns Hopkins study investigating the 
efficacy of psilocybin in treatment of patients 
with a current or past diagnosis of cancer who 
are experiencing psychological distress sec-
ondary to their diagnosis.  William Richards 
will summarize historical background and de-
scribe the rationale for investigating the role 
of psilocybin-occasioned mystical experience 
in treating life-threatening illness.  Roland 
Griffiths will provide a brief description of the 
study protocol.  Mary Cosimano will conclude 
the presentation with a case description of 
one of eleven volunteers treated to date in 
this protocol.  The Johns Hopkins Psilocybin 
Project study team also includes Matthew 
Johnson who is describing in another session 
our procedures and recommendations for safe 
conduct of high-dose trials using psilocybin 
and other classical hallucinogens.  Detailed 
information about the cancer trial can be 
found on the study website: www.cancer-
insight.org.  Cancer diagnosis need not be ter-
minal.  Although no travel funds are available, 
applicants throughout the world are eligible.  
Roland Griffiths Ph.D., William A. Richards, 
Ph.D., Mary Cosimano, M.S.W 

2:15 PM - 3:45 PM  
Track 2: Laboratory  
Research 

2:15 PM - 2:45 PM 
Recent Developments in N,N-dimeth-
yltryptamine (DMT) Pharmacology 
The plant hallucinogen N,N-dimethyltryptam-
ine (DMT) has been used for religious and 
other purposes for many centuries. The 
psychological effects of ingested DMT are 
characterized as an intense dream-like state 
with fantastic visual imagery, altered time and 
space perceptions, changes in body image 
and sensations, and feelings ranging from 
euphoria to sadness to amazement. Over the 
past several decades, scientists have linked 
the psychoactive effects of DMT to various 
neurochemical processes including action 
at serotonin receptors and transporters and 
monoamine oxidase enzymes. We recently 
identified the sigma-1 receptor as the latest 
molecular target for DMT. We reported that 
DMT binds to sigma-1 receptors at low micro-
molar concentrations, inhibits sigma-1 recep-
tor-regulated sodium ion channels at higher 
concentrations, and induces a hypermobility 
response in wild-type mice that is abolished 
in sigma-1 receptor knockout mice (Fontanilla 
2009). In a later study, we reported that DMT 
and other psychedelic tryptamines exhibit 
substrate behavior at plasma membrane and 
synaptic vesicle uptake transporters (Cozzi 
2009). We hypothesize that these uptake 
processes may allow the accumulation of 
DMT within neurons to reach relatively high 
levels and, when stored in synaptic vesicles, to 
function as a releasable transmitter. We have 
now obtained direct experimental evidence 
in support of this hypothesis by observing that 
DMT can be taken up by model neuronal cells 
(PC12 cells) and subsequently released by 
these cells under conditions of controlled de-
polarization. The psychedelic effects of DMT 
and related compounds likely arise from a 
complex interplay among all of these enzyme, 
receptor, and transporter mechanisms. 
Nicholas Cozzi, Ph.D. 

2:45 PM - 3:15 PM 
Head-twitch response in rodents 
caused by serotonin-like hallucino-
gens: role of serotonin 2A and 2C 
receptors 
Hallucinogenic serotonin 2A (5HT2A) recep-
tor partial agonists, such as 1-[2,5 dimetho
xy-4-iodophenyl] -2-aminopropane (DOI), 
induce a frontal cortex-dependent head-
twitch response (HTR) in rats and mice that is 
blocked by 5HT2A receptor antagonists. In 
addition to 5HT2A receptors, DOI and most 
other serotonin-like hallucinogens have high 
affinity and potency as partial agonists at 
5HT2C receptors. We tested for involvement 
of 5HT2C receptors in DOI-induced head-
twitch, a behavioral proxy of a hallucinogenic 
response in mice. Comparison of 5HT2C 
receptor knock-out and wild-type lit termates 
revealed an approximately 50% reduction 
in DOI-induced HTR in knock-out mice. Also, 
pretreatment with the 5HT2C receptor inverse 
agonist SB206553 or the 5HT2C receptor 
neutral antagonist SB242084 eradicated 
a 2-fold difference in DOI induced HTR 
between the standard inbred mouse strains 
C57BL/6J and DBA/2J, decreasing the DOI-
induced HTR by at least 50 percent in both 
strains. None of several measures of 5HT2A 

receptors in frontal cortex explained the strain 
difference, including 5HT2A re ceptor density, 
Gaq or Gai/o protein levels, phospholipase 
C activity, or DOI-induced expression of Egr1 
and Egr2 genes. 5HT2C receptor density in 
the brains of C57BL/6J and DBA/2J were 
also equivalent, suggesting that 5HT2C 
receptor mediated intracellular signaling or 
other physiological modulators of the HTR 
may explain the strain difference in response 
to DOI. We conclude that the HTR to DOI in 
mice is strongly modulated by 5HT2C recep-
tor activity. This novel finding invites reassess-
ment of hallucinogenic mechanisms involving 
5HT2A receptor function in human clinical 
populations. 
Clinton Canal, Ph.D. 

3:15 PM - 3:45 PM 
The Chemical Analysis of Hallucino-
genic Tryptamines Obtained from 
Organic Synthesis 
Several N,N-dialkylated tryptamine deriva-
tives are known to induce altered states of 
consciousness and the term ‘‘hallucinogens’’ is 
commonly used in an attempt to describe their 
powerful impact on the human mind. These 
compounds have generated growing interest 
in the psychiatry, neuroscience, psychophar-
macology and recreational communities. 
Recent representatives that have been used 
in human clinical studies  include N,N-dime-
thyltryptamine (DMT) and psilocybin. A large 
number of these derivatives are classified as 
controlled substances and one predictable 
consequence of prohibition by legislation 
is the creation of a clandestine trade. The 
corollary of this is the inability to exercise 
quality control over the illegally prepared 
compounds which often leads to low quality 
drugs with unpredictable biological activity 
and ill-defined impurity profiles. One reason 
for the analytical characterization of synthetic 
procedures is to install proper pharmaceutical 
quality control protocols in order to comply 
with regulative issues when clinical use is 
concerned. Another reason is based on the 
necessity to provide information about the 
principal drugs and their impurities to the 
clinical welfare, forensic or drug rehabilitation 
communities. An introduction to the topic is 
presented and a few representative examples 
from research experience are provided. It is 
also aimed to include an example about the 
incorporation into university teaching. 
Simon Brandt, Ph.D. 

2:15 PM - 3:45 PM  
Track 3: Ayahuasca Effects 

2:15 PM - 2:45 PM 
Ayahuasca and Cognition (CE) 
In this talk, Dr. Shanon will present an over-
view of his book The Antipodes of the Mind 
(Oxford University Press, 2002/3). This book 
presents a comprehensive scientific analysis of 
the special state of mind induced by Aya-
huasca. His study of Ayahuasca is grounded 
in the belief that the real puzzles associated 
with this brew pertain neither to the brain nor 
to culture but rather to the human psyche. 
So far, practically all the scientific research 
on Ayahuasca has been in the framework 
of either the natural sciences (botany and 
ethnobotany, pharmacology, biochemistry 
and brain physiology) or anthropology. This is 
the first scientific attempt to study Ayahuasca 
from a cognitive psychological point of view. 

Friday, April 16   
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7:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
Dinner in Mediterranean Center 
(For guests staying at hotel and for guests who 
have pre-purchased a dinner ticket)

8:30 PM - 9:00 PM Plenary 
(All attendees are welcome) 
“On the Bus” 
Carolyn Garcia, aka “Mountain Girl” will be 
presenting a visual journey, illuminating her 
experiences with Ken Kesey and the Merry 
Pranksters, their Magic Bus ‘Further’, the Acid 
Tests, the Trips Festival, and the early days of 
the Haight-Ashbury. Amid deliberate chaos, 
the Acid Tests exposed many artists to their first 
psychedelic inspiration. The rock band “Grateful 
Dead” carried events on to a grand scale and 
persisted for 30 years as the focus for multitudes 
of music lovers and events junkies. The communi-
ty which developed at the shows continues to be 
ongoing today. Media attention for all of these 
aforementioned entities led to quantum effects 
which worked both for and against exploration 
and ingenuity. 
Carolyn Garcia (Mountain Girl) 

9:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
Better Religion Through Science and Art 
Creativity is a spiritual path for many artists. 
Entheo-art, art that points to the God within, 
is a sacred creative manifestation of visionary 
culture. Entheo-artists paint the transcendental 
realms from observation. The viewer, especially 
one with a dilated psyche, comes into contact 
with the visionary source through contemplation 
of the artwork, uniting with the transformative 
evolutionary creative force working through the 
artist. After a life of studying the rise and fall 
of civilizations, Arnold Toynbee commented 
that civilizations exist to give birth to better 
religions. In Roland Griffith’s Johns Hopkins 
study, a majority of spiritually inclined subjects 
had a full-blown mystical experience after a 
single dose of psilocybin. The mystical experi-
ence is the foundation of all religion. Visions that 
glimpse divine imagination catalyze the primary 
religious experience. Religion is not just tradition 
and dogma. At the heart of religion is a life lived 
in relation to the creative force of the Divine. In 
the entheogenic state, our perception of self-ex-
istence is altered and our life path and the way 
we relate to others and the world is transformed. 
For those that have a mystical experience, an 
enhanced moral compass may play a part in 
activating stewardship of the ailing planet. En-
theogens have catalyzed reconnection with and 
compassion for all life. This awakened “ecology 
of being” translates from the spiritual world to 
the physical, promoting creative, even visionary 
ways of remediating our ailing environment and 
aesthetically transmitting unitive consciousness. 
Many who have experienced infinite Oneness 
claim to have seen themselves as a part of a 
light web of souls. Co-recognizing our interre-
latedness is at the heart of visionary culture and 
is a harbinger of universal spirituality and the 
dawning of planetary civilization. 
Alex and Allyson Grey 

10:00 PM - 10:15 PM 
“Pha-Droid” Visual Performance 
Andrew “Android” Jones & Phaedra Ana 

10:15 PM to 12:00 AM 
Entertainment with music by Critical 
Beats and Ayahuasca Music
in Governor’s House

S A T U R D A Y

7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 
Breakfast for Hotel Guests 

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM  
CME Track Neuro/Bio 

9:00 AM - 9:30 AM 
Psychedelics in the Psychiatric ER (CME) 
Dr. Holland will present lessons she learned 
in a psychiatric emergency room at Bellevue 
Hospital, NYC. Dr. Holland, editor of Ecstasy: 
A Complete Guide, will also speak about the 
potential therapeutic use of MDMA in the treat-
ment of schizophrenia. 
Julie Holland, M.D. 

9:30 AM - 10:00 AM 
Using fMRI to investigate the effects 
of psilocybin on brain activation and 
blood flow: rationale, hypotheses and 
progress (CME) 
This talk will describe the history and progress of 
a functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) 
project investigating the effects of intravenous 
psilocybin on brain activation and blood flow. It 
will describe how the project began, its present 
status, what researchers are investigating, what 
they expect to find and what they have found 
so far. The project is part of a broader initia-
tive to test and develop the validity of abstract 
constructs of relevance to the psychedelic state 
(e.g., the ego, the unconscious mind, primary 
process thinking and the mystical-type experi-
ence). The talk will include preliminary data 
from subjects scanned before and during the 
administration of psilocybin (2mg i.v.) and  
placebo (saline, i.v.) using the fMRI technique 
for measuring cerebral blood flow, arterial  
spin labelling (ASL). 
Robin Carhart-Harris, M.D. 

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM 
Results from a study of psilocybin to 
treat obsessive-compulsive disorder in 
human subjects (CME) 
This study investigated the safety, tolerability, 
and clinical effects of psilocybin, a potent 
serotonin agonist, in nine patients with Obses-
sive Compulsive Disorder (OCD). Subjects par-
ticipated in up to 4 single-dose exposures 
to psilocybin, separated by at least 1 week, 
in doses ranging from sub-hallucinogenic to 
frankly hallucinogenic. Sessions lasted 8-hours 
in a controlled clinical environment, followed 
by overnight hospitalization. The Yale-Brown 
Obsessive Compulsive Scale (YBOCS) was ad-
ministered at specific intervals, and vital signs 
monitored. One subject experienced transient 
hypertension without relation to anxiety or so-
matic symptoms, but no other significant adverse 
effects were observed. Marked decreases in 
OCD symptoms were observed in all subjects 
during 1 or more of the testing sessions (23%-
100% decrease in YBOCS score) and generally 
lasted at least 24 hours. Repeated-measures 
analysis of variance for all YBOCS values 
revealed a significant main effect of time, but no 
effect of dose. In a controlled clinical environ-
ment, psilocybin was safely used in subjects with 
OCD and was associated with acute reductions 
in core OCD symptoms in several subjects. 
Christopher B. Wiegand, M.D. 

 

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM (Track 2 
History of Psychedelic Research) 

9:00 AM - 9:30 AM 
History of Psychedelic Research in the 
United Kingdom (CE) 
This presentation is on the History of Psychedelic 
Research in the UK, with particular reference 
to the work of Dr Ronald Sandison and LSD 
treatment explored by the maverick psychiatrist 
R.D. Laing. 
Ben Sessa, M.D. 

9:30 AM - 10:00 AM 
History of Psychedelic Research at 
Maryland Psychiatric Research Center 
(CE) 
In the late 1960’s, a multi-million dollar interdis-
ciplinary research center opened in the State of 
Maryland.  This center for psychiatric research 
was a consequence of research in psychedelic 
psychotherapy performed by Albert Kurland 
and his associates at the Spring Grove State 
Hospital which were brought to prominent 
public attention through the CBS film “The 
Spring Grove Experiement.” Though the studies 
at Spring Grove State Hospital and those that 
followed at the Maryland Psychiatric Research 
Center (MPRC) ended in 1976, they remain the 
largest, most sustained and systematic study 
of psychedelic drugs and psychotherapy yet 
attempted.  This talk emerged from a dialogue 
with Donna Dryer, M.D. We reviewed the stud-
ies done at the Spring Grove State Hospital and 
the Maryland Psychiatric Research Center ask-
ing the following questions: 1) Why did some 
studies have such good results and others such 
equivocal ones? 2) What mistakes occurred that 
future researchers in this area might avoid?  3) 
The research team used statistical assessment 
and double-blind controlled studies.  This ap-
proach is the accepted standard method for 
studying psychoactive compounds.  Is this meth-
odology appropriate and sufficient to study psy-
chedelic medicines? The analysis of the above 
questions is separated into five themes: 1) A 
discussion of the evolution of the therapeutic 
paradigms used in the studies. 2) An analysis of 
the political and interpersonal contexts affecting 
the research. 3) A description of the major stud-
ies conducted at Spring Grove State Hospital 
and the MPRC highlighting the methodological 
issues. 4) A survey of the non-drug therapies 
that evolved from the psychedelic research. 
5) The current status of research and possible 
future directions for psychedelic research.
Richard Yensen, Ph.D. 

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM 
History and Development of NYU Psilo-
cybin Research Project (CE) 
This panel will discus the history and develop-
ment of the NYU Psilocybin Research Project, 
a government-approved study exploring the 
effects of a psilocybin-induced peak/mystical 
experience on the existential and psychospiri-
tual suffering of patients with advanced cancer. 
Stephen Ross, M.D., Jeffrey Guss, M.D., An-
thony Bossis, Ph.D., Bryan West 

Saturday, April 17  
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 
Panel: Psychedelic Psychotherapy  
for End-of-Life (CME) 
The leading clinical researchers who are 
presenting about psychedelic therapy for end-
of-life anxiety will discuss their work and take 
questions.
Charles Grob, M.D., Alicia Danforth, Ph.D. 
candidate, Roland Griffiths, Ph.D., Stephen Ross, 
M.D. Jeffrey Guss, M.D., Anthony Bossis, Ph.D., 
Peter Gasser, M.D., William A. Richards, Ph.D. 
Mary Cosimano, M.S.W. 
 

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM  
Track 2: Body Work 

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM 
Psychedelic Therapy and the  
Alexander Technique (CE) 
This paper addresses the potential relationship 
between psychedelic therapies and the Alexan-
der Technique, which is aimed at the resolving 
of musculoskeletal pain and the restoration of 
the body’s functional organization following 
traumatic injury, repetitive strain injury, and 
scoliosis. This paper explores the possibilities 
of re-patterning unconscious habits of “harm-
ful use” of the body through the experience of 
the spine’s natural energetics rapidly through 
psychedelic insight. The method of F. Matthias 
Alexander is particularly suited for use with 
psychedelic therapies because of its focus 
upon the cessation of “fixing” ourselves, and its 
insistence upon awakening the body’s natural 
flow of movement through the zen-like mental 
discipline of “not trying.” Aldous Huxley himself 
studied the technique in London in the 1930’s 
and stated “...we cannot ask for more from any 
system...” 
Sylvia C. Bagge, R.N. 

5:30 PM - 6:00 PM 
LSD-Assisted Myofacial Therapy:  
A Case Study (CE) 
Wilhelm Reich and his successors have eluci-
dated the way in which childhood and other 
traumas lead to the formation of body armoring 
and character structure. Dissociation or disem-
bodiment, emotional and physical frozenness, 
identification with the intellect, denial of the 
body, and heartlessness are consequences of 
avoiding the pain of past traumas. A host of 
therapies have evolved that work with the body 
to release such long held reactions to traumas. 
While hundreds of reports, research studies and 
books have documented the effectiveness of 
LSD in facilitating psychotherapy, this presenter 
has not found any in-depth reports that demon-
strate the use of LSD to enhance the effective-
ness of body centered therapies. Dr. Ajaya will 
present the case of an adult male who under-
took weekly sessions of myofacial therapy over 
the course of eighteen months. Most of these 
sessions were experienced after ingesting mild 
to moderate dose of LSD. The progression of his 
unfolding is described from his perspective. The 
way in which these experiences differed from 
myofacial sessions when he had not ingested 
LSD is considered. Effects of myofacial release 
that he was unaware of during sessions without 
LSD became vivid. His capacity to shift from 
an observing awareness to direct participa-
tion in the bodily, emotional, and energetic 
releases was made possible by LSD. He was 
able to open and become more responsive to 

touch, experience safety, being nurtured and to 
experience a greater sense of embodiment and 
presence in ways that did not occur in sessions 
that were not facilitated by LSD. 
Allan Ajaya, Ph.D.

 6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 
Incorporating Bodywork into the  
Psychedelic Journey 
The potentials for psychedelic sessions to 
catalyze substantive gains in individual self-
awareness and well-being have been defini-
tively established. However, within the pertinent 
literature this presenter has found a generic 
lack of reportage in respect to sessions which 
included intervals of therapeutic bodywork. 
Some of the constructive potentials of incor-
porating a specific ethos of bodywork will be 
presented in the context of the psychedelic 
process. We will discuss the value and import 
of working without an agenda; of the critical 
need for empathy; and cultivating the ability to 
maintain a non-judgmental presence. A brief 
overview of this realm of psychedelic work will 
be put forth in the context of select case studies. 
It is the presenter’s position that there are invalu-
able linkages between the use of psychoactive 
substances, a deepening understanding of 
optimal personal development and the potential 
resolution of a host of corresponding deficits by 
including bodywork in journey work. 
Steven Toth, R.M.T. 
 
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM  
Track 3: Ayahuasca Safety 

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM 
Psychospiritual Integration of an  
Ayahuasca Retreat Experience (CE) 
Ayahuasca is an entheogen that has been used 
for several thousand years by the indigenous 
people of the Amazon jungle for healing, 
learning, and divination. This research was 
conducted at neo-shamanic ayahuasca retreats 
in Brazil that were led by a transpersonal 
psychotherapist. The retreats were conducted 
without the overlay of a religious doctrine or a 
particular cosmology. Twenty-two international 
(English-speaking) retreat participants com-
pleted quantitative and qualitative assessments 
on a confidential website using a repeated 
measures design. This study investigated how an 
ayahuasca retreat experience was psychologi-
cally integrated. An ayahuasca experience can 
bring about a transcendent or peak experience. 
Maslow felt that peak experiences, in them-
selves, were life changing and valuable. A tran-
scendent experience can lead to a whole range 
of phenomena, from a spiritual emergence that 
is positive and transformational to a spiritual 
emergency that is regressive and overwhelm-
ing. Integration of the experience is essential for 
spiritual, psychological, and physical health. If 
the experience creates a crisis for the person, 
the integration process cannot begin until the 
acute symptoms of the crisis are stabilized. If 
the ego is not developmentally mature enough, 
an altered state experience can precipitate a 
traumatic reaction. In this research the aya-
huasca retreat experience was associated 
with positive affective changes in the Big Five 
Inventory (BFI). There was strong evidence that 
attending an ayahuasca retreat was correlated 
with a decrease in Neuroticism (p < .01) and an 
increase in Agreeableness (p < .05). The stabil-
ity of personality traits has been debated in 
contemporty psychology, but most psychologist 
feel that they are fixed in adulthood. This study 

indicates that an ayahuasca retreat experience 
may be powerful enough to positively effect 
personality traits in adulthood. 
Deborah Quevedo, R.N., Ph.D. 

5:30 PM - 6:00 PM 
Ayahuasca: Handle with Utmost Care 
(CE) 
Many people aren’t aware of the intricacies 
of working with sacred plant teachers like 
ayahuasca. Ayahuasca is sometimes mistakenly 
categorized with recreational psychedelic 
drugs. When used in a proper set and setting, 
ayahuasca may help to heal the whole person—
mind, body, and spirit—not just alleviating or 
suppressing symptoms. Although ayahuasca 
is not a quick fix; a person working with it 
must have honest intention and commitment to 
change their patterns of behavior. Sometimes 
people relive traumatic experiences and then 
release repressed memories that are tucked in 
the corridors of the unconscious. Deep emo-
tional issues that do not respond to conventional 
psychotherapy are often resolved. Ayahuasca 
should never be used without first knowing and 
understanding both the benefits and potential 
adverse effects. 
Silvia Polivoy, Ph.D. 

6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 
Mental Health Safety of Ayahuasca 
Religious Use: Results from an Epide-
miological Surveillance System by the 
Uniao do Vegetal in Brazil (CE) 
The risk of psychotic outbreaks and major 
psychiatric incidents is an important but yet 
unresolved issue regarding the safety of the 
Amazonian entheogenic beverage ayahuasca. 
The União do Vegetal (UDV, one of the Brazil-
ian syncretic ayahuasca religions) has a set of 
customs and beliefs that reinforces the attention 
to one’s mental health status before approving 
one’s experience with ayahuasca. To appraise 
the risk of psychotic outbreaks (POs) within 
UDV’s religious use of ayahuasca in order 
to evaluate whether UDV’s culture regarding 
mental health may prevent a greater risk of 
psychosis incidence when compared to the 
general population. We used retrospective UDV 
data from its censuses and an internal epide-
miological surveillance system of mental health 
incidents to assess the number of POs during the 
years 1994-2007 in order to calculate: 1) the 
incidence of POs in the UDV; 2) the PO/aya-
huasca servings ratio. The potential relationship 
between ayahuasca use and the emergence 
of psychosis was also analyzed. Considering 
Brazilian data and the population exposed 
to ayahuasca during the studied period, the 
expected number of cases of psychosis is 208. 
The number of psychotic outbreaks reported 
by the surveillance system in the UDV from 
1994 to 2007 was only 29 (10 showed no 
relationship to ayahuasca intake). The number 
of individual ayahuasca servings associated to 
the occurrence of one psychotic incidence was 
around 263,000. Even considering that there 
might be missing cases, the results do not refute 
the hypothesis that UDV culture of attention to 
mental health has been enough to prevent an 
over-representation of POs within its religious 
use of ayahuasca. Nevertheless, well-controlled 
follow-up prospective studies would be wel-
comed to better address this issue in the future. 
Luis Fernando Tofoli, M.D. 

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM  Break

Friday, April 16 
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background anecdotes that inspired the study, 
3 case histories, and include many beautiful 
slides of the Mayantuyacu expedition, as well 
as digital recordings of the icaros, or sacred 
songs, that guided the ayahuasca journeys. 
Projects like this can point the way to further, 
more systematic inquiries into the healing 
potential of psychedelics. 
Robert Forte, M.A.             

10:15 AM - 10:30 AM 
Ecstasy use in Sydney, Australia 
This paper derives from research undertaken 
in the Sydney metropolitan areas into the  
various substances commonly referred to as 
ecstasy. This paper will provide some intro-
ductory remarks on and examples from  
a corpus of empirical data. A more detailed 
discussion of the broader theoretical  
approach, which is a combination of 
existential-anthropology and socio-cultural 
anthropology, will be included in the poster 
presentation. The main goal of this presenta-
tion is to provide a sense of the total trajec-
tory and orientation of this project, so as to 
generate and engage in further dialogue into 
the areas of drug use and altered states of 
consciousness. 
Sean Leneghan, Ph.D. candidate 
 
10:30 AM - 11:00 AM  Break  
 
11:00 AM - 12:30 PM  
CME Track Neuro/Bio 

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM 
Pharmacology of Ayahuasca in 
Healthy Volunteers (CME) 
Dr. Jordi Riba conducted the first controlled 
pharmacological study of ayahuasca in 
experienced psychedelic users. These studies 
have assessed the general pharmacology 
of ayahuasca in humans, including alkaloid 
disposition, and electroencephalography and 
neuroimaging measures of acute ayahuasca 
effects. The results of these studies have been 
published in various scientific journals such as 
Psychopharmacology, Journal of Pharmacol-
ogy and Experimental Therapeutics, British 
Journal of Clinical Pharmacology and Journal 
of Psychoactive Drugs. He is currently con-
ducting a neuropsychological study assessing 
the effects of long-term ayahuasca use. 
Jordi Riba, Ph.D. 

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
How Do MDMA and Related Drugs  
Affect Healthy Volunteers? (CME) 
In the 1970s, MDMA and MDA developed 
reputations for having unusual emotional 
effects, such as feelings of closeness to oth-
ers and empathy, not shared by most other 
psychedelics. Shortly thereafter, some scien-
tists and doctors raised concerns about the 
physical effects of these drugs. Decades later, 
science is still trying to understand MDMA-
like drugs. I will review our studies giving 
MDMA and MDA to healthy volunteers. I 
will describe what we have learned about 
these questions: how and why do MDMA-like 
drugs affect emotions, perception, and atten-
tion? How and why are learning and mood 
affected in the days after MDMA use? How 
do these drugs affect the body? Our studies 
find that MDMA-like drugs have real risks 
that cannot be ignored; however, they also 
produce unusual emotional effects. We find 
that these unusual effects include decreased 

concern about threats, and are produced by 
mechanisms involving serotonin and oxyto-
cin. (Supported by the NIH and the Beckley 
Foundation.)
Matt Baggott, Ph.D.

12:00 PM- 12:30 PM 
Phase 1 studies of Psychological  
and physiological effects of MDMA, 
MDA, LSD (CME)  
(no abstract available)
John Mendelson, M.D. 
                         

11:00 AM - 11:45 PM  
Track 2 Training 

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM 
The NYU Psilocybin Cancer Anxiety 
Research Project’s Psychedelic Psy-
chotherapy Training Program (CE) 
In September 2008, the NYU Psilocybin 
Cancer Anxiety Research Project began a 
training program for study therapists. The 
program integrated training in the basics of 
palliative care with preparation to become 
psychedelic psychotherapists in preparation 
to work with subjects enrolled in the research 
study. This presentation will present: 1) Goals 
of the training program; 2) Structure of the 
training program (didactic, experiential and 
supervisory) and 3) Feedback from therapists 
regarding the components of the training and 
relevance to work with subjects. 
Jeffrey Guss, M.D.

11:45 AM - 12:30 PM 
Psychedelics as Entheogens: How to 
Create and Guide Successful Sessions 
(CE) 
More than ninety-eight percent of people  
using psychedelics worldwide use them 
illegally. In the United States alone, there 
are 600, 000 new users of LSD each year. 
Restrictive laws have not led to any less use. 
Many users can only guess at how to prevent 
harm and maximize the benefits of their 
experiences. Manuals have been devel-
oped to teach how these experiences can 
be made safe and supportive by the proper 
understanding of set, setting, sitter, substance, 
session and support. We will consider the ad-
vantages and limitations of the use of guides 
and discuss how to establish the best possible 
conditions for spiritual or entheogenic (as 
distinct from psychotherapeutic and other 
uses) experiences. Other manuals have been 
developed for psychotherapeutic use, as well 
as for scientific or technical problem solving. 
These will be presented and discussed as time 
allows. 
James Fadiman, Ph.D.   

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM 
Track 3 Metaphors, Halluci-
nations, Language 

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM 
The Mechanics of Hallucination 
Psychedelic hallucination is at the core of all 
psychedelic transformation and therapy. The 
geometric visuals and dreamlike archetypes 
of psychedelic hallucination are universal, in-
dicating that there are fundamental properties 
of the human brain that allow for spontaneous 
creation of phantom matrices. By examining 
the connective structure of the perceptual 

system and the methods by which the brain 
processes sensory data, it is possible to model 
the pharmacological and neural origins of 
hallucination, and the unique physical condi-
tions which describe a psychedelic experi-
ence. Topics discussed will include dreaming, 
psychosis, psychedelic pharmacology, phos-
phenes, geometric hallucinations, dreamlike 
hallucinations, the visual processing system, 
perceptual destabilization, ego dissolution, 
and memory. This presentation will be in the 
Ignite format of 20 slides in 5 minutes, with 
roughly 15 seconds per slide. There will also 
be a five minute question and answer period. 
James L. Kent 

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
Ecstatic Significations:  
Psychedelics and Language 
Psychedelics can enable a broad and para-
doxical spectrum of linguistic phenomena 
from the unspeakability of mystical experi-
ence to the eloquence of Mazatec curandera 
Maria Sabina. Interior dialogues with the 
Other, whether framed as the voice of the Lo-
gos, an alien download, or communion with 
ancestors and spirits, are relatively common. 
Visual languages appear: Allyson Gray’s “se-
cret writing;” Terence McKenna’s multidimen-
sional, synaesthetic, self-transforming linguistic 
objects; Dennis McKenna’s description of 
a ring of violet trans-linguistic matter; and 
the Glide symbolic system of 3-dimensional, 
transforming visual metaphors introduce novel 
ways of making meaning, beyond our familiar 
“natural” languages. Examining psychedelic 
experiences of language, a new perspective 
on the relations of language, consciousness, 
and reality emerges. Embedded in cocoons of 
culture woven between ourselves and nature, 
our realities are symbol-laden and symbol- 
driven. Psychedelics can propel one outside 
the veil of language, to a place exterior to 
culture and cultural conditioning. From this 
vantage, “natural” languages can be per-
ceived as more technological than natural, the 
software of social intercourse and civilization. 
With the decoding of DNA, and the molecu-
lar designs of nanotechnology, the biosphere 
and the material world have become “linguis-
tically pliable,” in Mark Pesce’s words. This 
presentation surveys these phenomena and 
relates them to the neurobiological models of 
Charles Laughlin, Michael Winkelman, and 
Steve Farmer. The phenomenological data, 
the reports from lived experience of individu-
als, stand in reciprocal, mutually informing 
relation to these scientific models. The ques-
tion becomes not only, “How can these (or 
other) neurobiological models explain these 
linguistic phenomena in all their diversity?” 
but “What can these linguistic phenomena, 
however anomalous, tell us about our models 
of brain and cognition?” 
Diana Slattery, Ph.D. candidate             

12:00 PM- 12:30 PM 
Metaphors and Meanings: How We 
Interpret and Understand Psychedelic 
Drug Experiences (CE) 
Psychedelic drug experiences are unique, 
malleable, highly variable, often tacit and 
profound in nature. The neuropharmacologi-
cal changes produced by psychedelic drugs 
require perception, interpretation, descrip-
tion, and comprehension, in order for the 
experience to have significance for the user. 
Social context and reason for use can direct 
the types of effects that are experienced and 

Saturday, April 17  
9:00 AM - 10:30 AM 
Track 3 Rising Researchers 
Panel
Moderator: Thomas B. Roberts, Ph.D.             
 
9:00 AM - 9:15 AM 
Enhanced Mysticism, Perception, and 
Cognition of Psychedelic States of 
Consciousness: Assessment of a New 
Questionnaire 
Natural psychedelics have been used by 
indigenous cultures for centuries for spiritual, 
medicinal, and educational use. So far current 
research is limited regarding the full range 
of possible uses. The new Cognitive Tool 
Questionnaire was created to assess the self 
perceived changes and enhancements in the 
cognitive effects of psychoactive cacti and 
psilocybin mushrooms using Gardner’s mul-
tiple intelligences as a framework. Strassman’s 
Hallucinogen Rating Scale and Hood’s Mysti-
cism scale were also included in the survey 
given to 215 participants on the internet to 
assess the physiological and mystical effects 
of natural psychedelics. Results showed little 
increase in the physiological effects of the 
experience over time, but a greater enhance-
ment of mystical experiences and cognitive 
benefits for those users with a healthy diet, a 
more traditional or non-traditional religious 
affiliation, and those users with the most ex-
perience with the natural psychedelics. These 
results highlighted the importance of not only 
the vegetarian diet of many South American 
shamans, but also how the natural psyche-
delics have greater spiritual significance as 
entheogens. This study also found that these 
natural psychedelics can be used as cognitive 
tools to aid in human development. 
Shannon Campbell, M.S.             

 9:15 AM - 9:30 AM 
Autognosis, Life Quality, and Spiritu-
ality in Psychedelic Drug Users 
A growing number of cultural studies and 
anecdotal evidence indicate that purposes of 
psychoactive drug use - both legal and illegal 
- may also include the pursuit of increased 
personal well-being. Psychoactive substances, 
especially psychedelics (e.g., LSD, psilocybin, 
mescaline, DMT, LSA, and salvinorin-A), have 
been used in relation to religious and spiritual 
practices, creative processes, social cohesion, 
and autognostic purposes (i.e., for increasing 
self-knowledge). The salutogenesis model 
of Antonovsky assumes that the meaningful 
interpretation of exceptional life events - 
which could include psychedelic experiences 
as well - may lead to a better psychological 
functioning and an improved quality of life. 
In a recent on-line survey study, the presenter 
assessed 667 drug users and non-users with 
three psychological instruments regarding 
their life quality, coping, and spirituality. The 
target “psychonaut” group - consisting of 
participants who previously used or currently 
use mostly psychedelic drugs with primarily 
autognostic purposes - was matched against 
drug user and non-user control groups. Results 
from a cross-table of 23 psychoactive drugs 
and 14 drug use purposes show a strong 
connection between psychedelic drugs and 
autognostic purposes. Moreover, the study 
found support for the initial hypothesis of a 
positive relationship between psychedelics 
and self-evaluated life quality. Contradictory 
to suggestions of previous studies about spiri-
tuality as a protective factor against drug use, 

the study also found a positive correlation 
between spirituality and autognostic purposes 
of psychedelic drug use. In light of these re-
sults, the autognostic use of psychedelics may 
play a kind of role in mental well-being that 
cannot be interpreted within psychopathologi-
cal or social-deviance models of drug abuse. 
These questions are to be explored in further 
qualitative interview studies about psychonaut 
culture, patterns of autognostic drug use, 
health behavior, and quality of life. 
Levente Moro, Ph.D. candidate 

 9:30 AM - 9:45 AM 
Ayahuasca, Spontaneous Mental 
Imagery, Homeless People, and the 
Treatment of Drug Addiction and 
Alcoholism 
The objective of this presentation is to con-
tribute to the investigation of the subjective 
experiences of participants in drug and alco-
hol addiction programs which ritualistically 
use the psychoactive drink ayahuasca as part 
of their treatment model. This application of 
ayahuasca seems to promote novel subjective 
experience, perception, and perspective in 
substance abusers, thus creating a foundation 
for changing their life habits. The spontaneous 
mental imagery associated with the experi-
ence seems to be at the core of that process. 
They are “revelatory moments” that put into 
evidence internal and external dimensions 
of being. The physical, social, and spiritual 
transformation of the participant appears in 
the form of spontaneous mental imagery that 
draws on what is already present in the par-
ticipant’s own consciousness – memories from 
the past, interpretations of present experience, 
and dreams about the future. The presentation 
will be about two different sets of research 
data. The first research was conducted during 
2007 in the city of São Paulo, Brazil, where 
a group called Ablusa – led by a psychia-
trist, was using ayahuasca as a tool to help 
homeless people have a “normal life” again. 
The main goal was to help with overcoming 
addiction to alcohol or drugs such as crack 
cocaine. The second research was conducted 
in three diferent places: the Takiwasi Center, 
in Peru; the Ceu Sagrado, in Sorocaba, Bra-
zil, and the Centro de Recuperação Caminho 
de Luz, in Rio Branco, Brazil. The Brazilian 
centers are linked to the Santo Daime (Ceu 
Sagrado) and União do Vegetal (Caminho de 
Luz), both Brazilian ayahuasca religions. They 
have different treatment systems, and the pre-
sentation will explore the points they have in 
common and their differences. Dr. Mercante 
will present data concerning the effective-
ness of their treatments, and about the links 
between the spontaneous mental imagery of 
people undergoing that kind of treatment and 
its relationship with their recovery. 
Marcelo Mercante, Ph.D. 

 9:45 AM - 10:00 AM 
Education and Training of Psychedelic 
Therapists 
Rudimentary research done by Eric Kast in 
the late 1950s and early 1960s indicated 
that psilocybin and LSD could mediate pain, 
not only during the dosing session but for 
weeks after a single dose. I am interested in 
“reopening” this old branch of research using 
the technology and scientific rigor of the 
twenty-first century. Beyond exploring the role 
of psychedelic pain control and management, 
I would simultaneously use modern imaging 

techniques, such as quantitative-EEG (QEEG), 
to examine the “brain-state” of subjects both 
under the influence of psychedelics and in 
follow-up. Multitudes of imaging modalities 
are available to modern researchers that 
were unavailable, even unimaginable, fifty 
years ago. In my own separate research 
technically outside of the field of psychedel-
ics, I have become fascinated by the power 
of fMRI, quantitative EEG, and somatosensory 
evoked potentials. Via their work with these 
imaging devices, researchers such as Dr. Ro-
dolfo Llinas, Dr. E. Roys Johns, and Dr. Leslie 
Prichep have implicated the role of thalamic 
oscillations and rhythmicity to conscious-
ness, to what, as I like to say, “makes us us.” 
Furthermore, these discoveries suggest altered 
rhythms lead to disease states such as OCD, 
anxiety, depression, and schizophrenia. I 
am very excited by what I see as the endless 
possibilities presented in these avenues of 
research. All of these techniques can show 
alterations in brain chemistry, firing, blood 
flow, etc. These new technologies could be 
employed to discover more about psychedel-
ics in relation to every aspect of the brain, 
including pain, because most of these imaging 
techniques are already being used to exam-
ine pain patients not under the influence of 
psychedelics.
Bryan West 

10:00 AM - 10:15 AM 
Ayahuasca, Indigenous Medicine, 
and Cancer: Preliminary Findings 
There are many ways to do research with 
psychedelics that are legal, valid, important, 
and outside the domain of the FDA regula-
tions. This presentation offers one example 
that shows the merits and drawbacks of 
what might be called “guerilla” research. 
Inspired by a growing number of compelling 
anecdotes which showed positive effects of 
ayahuasca and other elements of indigenous 
medicine on cancer, this study recruited two 
cancer patients and embarked on a month 
long immersion in traditional medicine at the 
astonishingly beautiful Mayantuyacu. Ma-
yantuyacu, which means “the marriage of the 
spirits of the water and mountains,” is situated 
in an ancient volcano crater in the Ucayali re-
gion of the Amazon basin, deep in the jungle 
of northern Peru. There, under the guidance of 
the acclaimed ayahuascero-curandero, Mae-
stro Juan Flores Salzaar, subject-volunteers 
participated in ayahuasca ceremonies nearly 
every other night, in addition to consuming 
two other botanical medicines of the tradi-
tional Ashanika pharmacopoeia three times 
a day. The subject-volunteers, a 66 year old 
psychiatrist with prostate cancer, and a 50 
year school teacher with ovarian cancer, had 
their blood tested for cancer antigens prior 
to the journey, and again upon return. Both 
subjects showed significant improvement. Both 
subjects showed a greater positive change to 
their cancer antigen markers than from any 
treatment they’d received from the convention-
al medicine in the previous five years they’d 
been treated. However, the interpreter who 
accompanied the study into the jungle came 
down with a severe illness after two weeks 
and had to be carried out on a stretcher, 
leaving participants with little means to com-
municate with the shaman. Additionally, the 
cancer markers are disputed by an oncolo-
gist who was not supportive of his patient’s 
expedition. This presentation will begin with 

Saturday, April 17  
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:30 PM - 3:00 PM 
Long Term Effects on Mental Health  
of Ayahuasca Ritual Use (CE) 
Scientific research regarding the long-
term effects of the use of hallucinogens is 
scarce. Only few well designed studies have 
thoroughly researched this topic. In 2004, 
Dr. Fabregas and his research team went to 
different Brazilian communities in order to 
initiate long-term studies with the objective of 
assessing the effects of the chronic consump-
tion of ayahuasca on users’ mental health. 
They administered tests to assess personality, 
neuropsychological functions, psychosocial 
wellbeing, purpose of life, and spirituality 
in 120 ayahuasca practitioners and then 
compared them to 115 control subjects. Eight 
months later, the same tests were administered 
with the objective of assessing the stability of 
the results. The results found in these studies 
will be showed in this talk. 
Josep Maria Fabregas, M.D. 
 
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM  
Track 2 Public Education

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
Connecting the Microdots 
Where does science meet subculture? Earth 
and Fire will discuss novel developments in 
the underground recreational drug bazaar 
as well as questions about the state of the 
visionary sphere. Now is the bridge between 
psychedelic history and future minds. Psy-
chedelic subcultures have complex relation-
ships to science, spirituality, media, and the 
Internet. With technologies of sharing at a 
historical peak and worldwide distribution of 
both products and thoughts being the norm, 
access to altered states of consciousness is 
mushrooming. Where does the evolution of 
psychedelic knowledge go from here? 
Earth and Fire Erowid 
 
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
Track 3 Ayahuasca Healing 
Through Song & Eros 

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM 
Icaros: Song and Healing in  
Ayahuasca Ceremonies 
This paper discusses some of the results of an 
exploratory study of healing experiences at-
tributed to an icaro (a type of shamanic song) 
by individuals who participated in ayahuasca 
ceremonies in the context of the Peruvian 
vegetalismo tradition (Bustos, 2008). The 
data were collected in Peru during an eight-
month fieldwork period. Participants in this 
study were 5 adult men and women with 
extensive past experience with ayahuasca, 
who reported their healing experiences after 
a sound-recorded ceremony and identified 
the icaros that were significant to them. The 
method of analysis was Giorgi’s (1986, 
1997) descriptive phenomenology as it 
pertains to psychology, which uncovered 
the essential structure of meaning of the 
phenomenon under study, as it emerged in 
lived experience. This paper discusses the 
connections between musical perception and 
meaning constituents, thus aiming to contrib-
ute to the larger understanding of the use of 
singing in facilitating therapeutic states of 
consciousness under psychotropic effects in a 
controlled setting. 
Susana Bustos, Ph.D. 

3:30 PM - 4:00 PM 
Erotic Healing Experiences with  
Ayahuasca 
This presentation will explain how the spiritual 
guidance inherent in the practice of vegetal-
ismo (entheogenic plant medicines) provides 
the individual with erotic experiences that can 
transform the quality of his/her spiritual life. I 
argue that the multi-dimensional energies of 
plant medicines are a pathway to eroticism, 
and that plant-induced trances and dream-
time are altered states of consciousness in 
which spiritual learning can occur. The work 
in vegetalismo involves energetic openings 
and realignments that inspire transforma-
tion on physical, emotional, and spiritual 
levels. “Eroticism” for the purpose of this 
presentation, means an intimate energetic 
union between physical beings in the worldly 
realm and non-physical entities in the cosmic 
realm. The discussion is based on qualitative 
research on interviews with female vegetal-
istas and plant medicine drinkers who have 
had erotic experiences of transformational 
healing in ayahuasca ceremonies or dream-
time. Background material such as shamanic 
cosmology (including dream-time practices), 
eroticism, and tantric and holistic sexuality 
will be covered to provide context for veg-
etalismo and its incorporation of the erotic. 
The intention for this study is to contribute to 
the minimal research that has been done to 
date on the relationship between vegetalismo 
and eroticism, including issues of sexuality 
and reproductive health. This study’s focus on 
women’s experience is intended to empower 
the valuable female voice within vegetalismo 
practices. Furthermore, dialogue between 
North and South American vegetalista “heal-
ers” and “plant drinkers” may shed light on 
how transformational South American indig-
enous practices may meet the needs of North 
American spiritual seekers. The goal of this 
presentation is to affirm the erotic nature of 
reality, the feminine, and women’s embodied 
wisdom. 
Yalila Espinoza 

4:00 PM 4:30 PM Break 
 
4:30 PM - 5:30 PM  
CME Track Neuro/Bio cont’d 

4:30 PM - 5:00 PM 
MDMA & the Post-Orgasmic State 
(CME) 
Methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDMA 
or ‘‘Ecstasy’’) is a major stimulant drug of 
use/abuse worldwide. MDMA produces 
euphoria, enhances interpersonal communica-
tion and feelings of closeness with others. In 
contrast to the induced emotions of affection 
and sensual enhancement, clinical studies 
show that it impairs sexual drive and function-
ing. In drug-free humans, sexual stimulation 
with orgasm induces a pronounced secretion 
of prolactin, which may mediate the post-or-
gasmic state. The phenomenological features 
of the psychological state induced by MDMA 
show some similarities with features of the 
post-orgasmic state. In addition, MDMA also 
induces a prominent increase of prolactin 
plasma levels with a similar time kinetic com-
pared to the post-orgasmic prolactin increase. 
Here, we present the hypothesis that the im-
pairment of sexual parameters after MDMA 
may be mediated by increased prolactin.
Torsten Passie, M.D.             

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM
Psychedelics & MDMA as Potential 
Supplements to Treament for High-
Functioning Autism & Asperger’s 
Syndrome (CME) 
A graduate student of clinical psychology 
and a research associate and co-facilitator 
for the Harbor-UCLA cancer anxiety trial 
with psilocybin, Alicia Danforth will provide 
an overview of the research from the late 
1950s through the early 1970s on the use of 
LSD and psilocybin in the treatment of severe 
autism in children. She will also discuss the 
potential use of MDMA-assisted therapy as 
a supplement to treatment for individuals 
with high-functioning autism and Asperger’s 
syndrome. 
Alicia Danforth, Ph.D candidate 

4:30 PM - 5:30 PM  
Track 2 Psilocybin Research 

4:30 PM - 5:00 PM 
Effects of Psilocybin and other Selec-
tive Serotonin Agonists on Hippocam-
pal-Dependent Learning and Neuro-
genesis 
Aberrations in brain 5-HT neurotransmission 
have been implicated in psychiatric disorders 
including anxiety, depression and deficits in 
learning and memory. Many of these disor-
ders are treated with drugs which promote the 
availability of 5-HT in the synapse. However, 
it is not clear which of the 5-HT receptors are 
involved in behavioral improvements and 
neurogenesis. The delay in the appearance of 
anti-depressant effects of SSRIs corresponds 
to the time required to generate new neurons. 
The current study evaluated the effects of the 
acute and chronic administration of 5HT2A 
agonists psilocybin and 251-NBMeO and 
the 5HT2A/C antagonist ketanserin on hip-
pocampal neurogenesis. Chronic administra-
tion of psilocybin increased the number of 
new neurons in the dentate gyrus while the 
antagonist suppressed hippocampal neuro-
genesis, suggesting that the 5HT2A receptor 
appears to be involved in the regulation of 
hippocampal neurogenesis. Another goal 
of the study was to investigate the effects of 
psilocybin, a 5HT2A receptor agonist on 
hippocampal-dependent learning. All mice 
developed contextual and cued fear condi-
tioning; however, mice treated with psilocybin 
extinguished the cued fear conditioning more 
rapidly than saline treated mice. Interestingly, 
mice given the 5HT2A/C receptor antagonist 
ketanserin showed less of cued fear response 
than saline and psilocybin treated mice. 
Future studies should examine the temporal 
effects of acute and chronic psilocybin admin-
istration on hippocampal-dependent learning 
tasks. 
Juan Sanchez-Ramos, Ph.D., M.D. 

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM 
Development of Psilocybin, LSD, and 
Bromo-LSD for Cluster Headache 
Cluster Headache is not what one usually 
thinks of when someone says they have a 
headache: the pain will wake one up out of 
their sleep and is so searing and painful that 
people are known to pull out their hair or 
bang their head against the wall or floor to 
distract themselves. Indeed, cluster has been 
nicknamed “suicide headaches.” Listeners will 
leave this presentation knowing a lot more 
about cluster headache and the story of how 
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described, whether medical-therapeutic, 
creative, spiritual, or destructive. How do 
users come to understand the meaning of 
their experiences? It is constructed individu-
ally and socially, primarily through the use of 
metaphors, language that describes some-
thing new in terms of other experiences that 
are more familiar. Psychedelic drug effects, 
individual and subjective in nature, challenge 
interpretation and description by users. These 
experiences are inspired by what users think 
about the effects, the meanings they hold, 
and how they are described. The applica-
tion of meaning to a specific experience 
entails a struggle to describe what is real but 
inexpressible and to comprehend its value 
and consequence in the user’s life. Meanings 
about psychedelic drugs and their effects are 
instrumental in a number of ways: setting ex-
pectations of effects to be experienced; per-
ceiving, interpreting, and describing effects; 
attributing effects (beneficial or adverse) to 
the drug; providing reasons for and directing 
use; and condemning or glorifying the drug 
and drug experience. Studies of metaphors 
and meanings in drug use suggest that mean-
ing is a powerful component in drug-taking 
behaviors and plays a key role in how a drug 
is portrayed in society. Metaphors for the psy-
chedelic drug experience are presented and 
described. The process of applying meaning 
to these experiences and attributing effects 
to the drug that is taken are delineated. Guid-
ance on employing metaphors in therapeutic 
and other contexts is provided with the goal 
of improving beneficial outcomes from psy-
chedelic drug use. 
Michael Montagne, Ph.D. 

12:30 PM - 2:00 PM Lunch
(Hotel guests and attendees with meal vouch-
ers will be served near the hotel garden)  

1:15 PM - 2:15 PM 
Beckley Foundation Open House  
in the Governor’s House  

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM  
CME Track Neuro/Bio 

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Advances In Understanding How  
Psychedelics Work In The Brain
This talk will present a brief overview of what 
psychedelics are, and several significant 
events in this field in the past four decades. A 
comparison will be made between molecular 
structures, and how they were related to the 
structure of the neurotransmitter serotonin. 
The receptors that have been identified as 
targets for psychedelics will be discussed, 
and their brain localization noted, followed 
by a brief description of where the receptors 
are located, and what happens inside the cell 
after the receptor is activated by a psyche-
delic. Comments will be included about the 
different intracellular signaling pathways 
that can be activated, and which one(s) may 
be important for altering consciousness. A 
diagram of connectivity between key brain 
regions will be discussed, which will show 
how some of the effects of psychedelics may 
be induced. Particular note will be made 
of the difficulty in identifying psychedelic 
molecules in the absence of human experi-
mentation, which is illegal. There will then be 
a discussion of the use of drug discrimina-
tion to identify “LSD-like” molecules, and an 

example from the author’s laboratory of the 
use of rigid analogues to identify important 
structural features of molecules such as LSD. 
Finally, a discussion will be presented of the 
unique psychopharmacology of LSD, which 
occurs in two time-dependent phases, and the 
hypothesis that LSD may be converted in the 
body into an active metabolite that may be 
responsible for this time-dependent activity.
David E. Nichols, Ph.D., Purdue University

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Psychological dimensions, neural net-
works and neurotransmitter dynam-
ics underlying psychedelic-induced 
altered states of consciousness (CME) 
Dr. Franz X. Vollenweider will present first, 
new data on the phenomenology and 
structure of psychedelic-induced altered 
states of consciousness (ASC) based on a 
meta-analysis of a series of controlled studies 
conducted in healthy human subjects (n= 
534) using state-of-the art psychometric and 
neuropsychological measures. Second, he 
will demonstrate that specific etiology-inde-
pendent key dimensions of ASC such as the 
experience of unity, ecstatic or anxious loss of 
ego-boundaries, religious exaltation or vision-
ary states are associated with circumscribed 
changes in brain activity in various extended 
neural networks. Third, he will also present 
novel data indicating the serotonin 5-HT2A 
receptor together with the glutamate system 
plays a key role in the mechanism of action 
of classic hallucinogens such as psilocybin, 
and will discuss the implication of this recent 
finding for the understanding and putative 
treatment of some psychiatric disorders. 
Franz X. Vollenweider, M.D.  

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM  
Track 2 Therapeutic  
Approaches 

2:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
Implications of Jungian Psychology 
for Psychedelic Psychotherapy (CE) 
Scott Hill will discuss how Jung’s therapeutic 
method of integrating unconscious mate-
rial into consciousness can contribute to the 
theory and practice of psychedelic psycho-
therapy, especially work with difficult psy-
chedelic experiences occurring in response 
to overwhelming material released from the 
deepest layers of the unconscious. Hill will 
also discuss the role that therapists can play 
in mediating ego-consciousness on behalf 
of the individual undergoing psychedelic 
psychotherapy. Drawing on the unique and 
extensive clinical experience of two pioneer-
ing Jungian-oriented British psychedelic thera-
pists, Margot Cutner and Ronald Sandison 
(who coined the term psycholytic therapy), 
Hill will discuss the issue of using Jungian inte-
gration to increase conscious participation by 
individuals during psychedelic psychotherapy, 
potentially enhancing the inherent healing 
effects of the psychedelic experience itself. 
David Lukoff will present on psychothera-
peutic methods, based on Jungian theory, 
for integrating psychedelic experiences that 
have been problematic for the individual, at 
times even leading to psychiatric hospitaliza-
tion. This approach is based on the concept 
of spiritual emergencies which are crises that 
include non-ordinary states that in the west 
would be seen and treated as psychosis and 
treated with suppressive medication. But using 

Stanislav Grof’s observations from his study of 
non-ordinary states and also of diverse spiri-
tual traditions, such episodes can be treated 
as crises of transformation or crises of spiritual 
opening. If properly understood and properly 
supported by the therapist, they are actually 
conducive to healing and transformation. 
Scott Hill, Ph.D. and David Lukoff, Ph.D. 
 
2:30 PM - 3:00 PM Psychedelics  
and Death: Exercising the  
‘Letting Go’ Muscle (CE) 
Physical Death calls for the greatest release 
and surrendering, literally, of our lives. The 
process of dying frequently entails experienc-
ing altered states of consciousness which, 
along with death itself, involves letting go of 
ego’s attachment to holding on to control. This 
is challenging territory that most of us lack 
conceptual and skill training in understanding 
and navigating. The judicious use of psyche-
delics, with a trained guide, offers opportunity 
to explore altered states and exercise the 
“surrender muscle” - i.e. to practice letting 
go. Working with terminally ill patients using 
5-MEO-DMT has proven especially fruitful 
in helping  reduce their fears of death and 
dying, strengthening their spirituality and pro-
moting a sense of inner peace. Tom Pinkson, 
a psychologist who helped start the second 
Hospice Program in the U.S. and worked with 
life-threatened children and adults for 32 
years, will share his experiences using psyche-
delics to strengthen the surrender muscle. 
Tom Pinkson, Ph.D. 

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Track 3 Ayahuasca &  
Psychospiritual Integration

2:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
Waking Up Together: The Intertwin-
ing of Buddhism and Ayahuasca 
As we walk deeper into the third millennia 
CE, the Buddhist wisdom tradition of Asia 
and Ayahuasca shamanism from the Amazon 
basin of South America are growing here in 
the same cultural soil. Buddhist meditators are 
sitting in shamanic ceremonies and shamanic 
practitioners are sitting in meditation retreats. 
The experiences are powerful and produc-
tive. The Buddhists find Ayahuasca to be a 
powerful tool to look deep into the nature 
of mind and to clear away attachments to 
afflictive mental and emotional states. In Bud-
dhist teachings shamanic practitioners find an 
effective and supportive framework for the 
medicine experience and in meditation a way 
to integrate the intensely compressed and 
sometimes overwhelming ceremonial experi-
ences into their daily life. This presentation 
will explore this spiritual encounter and dis-
cuss some basic questions such as: Do these 
traditions work well together? What specifi-
cally are the benefits or problems that may 
come from participating in both practices? 
What is their right relationship and how can 
they best serve us in waking up as individuals 
and as a species? 
David Coyote 
 

Saturday, April 17  



24

 P
sych

e
d

e
lic S

cie
n

ce
 in

 th
e

 Tw
e

n
ty

-First C
e

n
tu

ry
 •

 A
p

ril 1
5

-1
8

, 2
0

1
0

 •
 P

re
se

n
te

d
 b

y
 M

A
P

S
 P

sy
ch

e
d

e
li

c 
S

ci
e

n
ce

 i
n

 t
h

e
 T

w
e

n
ty

-F
ir

st
 C

e
n

tu
ry

 •
 A

p
ri

l 
1

5
-1

8
, 

2
0

1
0

 •
 P

re
se

n
te

d
 b

y
 M

A
P

S

25

Folk Research: Hidden Benefits  
of a Long Tradition 
In some ways, developments in the modern 
psychedelic era parallel the history of herbal-
ism and other traditions of folk medicine. In-
vestigations have always been done from the 
grass roots upward, with ancestral, anecdotal 
and personal evidence as data, and the oral 
tradition as record. Research and access to 
medicine have been limited at various times, 
for a variety of reasons, and practitioners 
have been oppressed. The ‘underground’ is 
not merely a 20th century concept. It has a 
long history with plant medicine use, including 
their collection, cultivation, preparation, and 
distribution, as well as in diagnosis, curing, 
and ritual. Even taxonomy has played an im-
portant part in keeping folk research both hid-
den and alive. How do these insights resonate 
with our collective experience in the recent 
past and present, as we begin to “daylight” 
psychedelic research? 
Kathleen Harrison

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM  
CME Track Future  
Implications
 
9:30 AM - 10:00 AM 
Mining MDMA Literature: Finding 
Gems in the Rough (CME) 
Recognizing that most scientists are interested 
in the potential of MDMA to answer big ques-
tions in neurobiology, and that the breadth 
of scientific literature on MDMA can appear 
daunting, Jerome’s talk will discuss how to find 
those big answers from the existing literature. 
The talk will address the nature of the litera-
ture and scientific and extra-scientific factors 
shaping the literature. She will discuss where 
to look and how to look for exciting research 
findings. Finally, she will trace the trajectory of 
an engaging development in human MDMA 
literature, tracing its formation and develop-
ment. 
L. (Ilsa) Jerome, Ph.D.             

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM 
Neurophysiological & Psychological 
Mechanisms of Entactogens  
in Psychotherapy (CME) 
Anecdotal and scientific reports about the 
potential therapeutic effects of entactogens 
like MDMA, MDE and MDA can be found 
in the literature since the late 1960s. In the 
evaluation for the scheduling of MDMA by 
the appropriate World Health Organization 
committee in the mid 1980s it was explic-
itly stated that because of the accumulated 
evidence for their therapeutic potential 
governments should give permissions “to fa-
cilitate research in this interesting substance”. 
Recently, two methodologically sound studies 
about the treatment of PTSD with MDMA-
assisted psychotherapy were completed and 
showed promising results. Empirical evidence 
from therapeutic work showed some specific 
psychophysiological and psychodynamic ef-
fects of these substances. Additionally, it can 
be demonstrated from neuroimaging studies 
that the entactogenic substances have very 
specific neurophysiological effects, which 
may be helpful in therapeutic work with trau-
matized people. The author has studied both 
levels of these effects in-depth and will give a 

systematic overview of the typical psychologi-
cal effects, their influence on psychotherapeu-
tic processing, and relate these to their acute 
neurophysiological effects. 
Torsten Passie, M.D.             

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM                          
The Johns Hopkins Guidelines for 
Safe Human Hallucinogen Research 
This presentation will review the unique safety 
profile and recommended guidelines for 
clinical hallucinogen administration. Although 
hallucinogens are relatively safe physically 
and are not associated with addiction, admin-
istering them involves unique psychological 
risks. Overwhelming distress during drug 
action, which could lead to volunteer depar-
ture from the study site or other potentially 
dangerous consequences, is the most likely 
risk. Prolonged psychoses triggered by hal-
lucinogens are far less common. Safeguards 
to protect against these risks are the exclusion 
of volunteers with personal or family history of 
psychotic disorders, establishing trust and rap-
port between session guides and volunteer, 
thorough volunteer preparation, a safe physi-
cal session environment, and interpersonal 
support from at least two study guides during 
the session. Research without safeguards 
against the unique risks of hallucinogens may 
jeopardize participant safety in addition to 
future research. However, carefully conducted 
research may inform the etiology and treat-
ment of a variety of psychiatric disorders, and 
may lead to advances in several domains of 
psychology and neuroscience. 
Matthew W. Johnson, Ph.D. 
 
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM 
Track 2 Ibogaine Treatment 
Research 
 
9:30 AM - 10:00 AM 
Ibogaine Medicine 
[No Abstract Available] 
Jeff Kamlet, M.D.             

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM 
The Evolution of  
an Ibogaine Treatment
Numerous pre-clinical and clinical studies 
have shown that Ibogaine reduces rates of 
self-administration of opiates, cocaine, am-
phetamines, alcohol and nicotine; significantly 
attenuates opioid withdrawal symptoms; im-
proves depression scores; and reduces crav-
ings subsequent to detoxification. With the 
rapidly increasing use of Ibogaine treatment 
for substance dependence, there is a pressing 
need to standardize screening processes and 
safety protocols that are evidence-based and 
shaped by ongoing clinical experience.  This 
presentation will follow the history of how Ibo-
gaine has been administered to treat chemical 
dependence in clinical & underground set-
tings, what providers have discovered so far, 
and the questions that still remain.
Clare Wilkins 
 

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM                          
Ibogaine Treatment for Drug Depen-
dence: A Study of Quality of Life
The current study examines life narratives and 
changes in quality of life for patients receiving 
ibogaine treatment for drug dependence. 
The patients all received residential treat-
ment at the Pangea Biomedics clinic in Playas 
de Tijuana, Mexico. To assess changes 
in quality of life the generic version of the 
Ferrans and Powers Quality of Life Index is 
used; preliminary results are discussed. Using 
ethnographic interviews, the lives of patients 
prior to treatment, their motives for seeking 
ibogaine treatment, their experiences of the 
ibogaine treatment itself, and post-treatment 
outcomes are examined. Another study, cur-
rently in the planning stages, is discussed. This 
study would compare outcomes for different 
treatments of opioid drug dependence. Out-
comes and methods for ibogaine treatment at 
the Pangea Biomedics clinic will be compared 
with outcomes at clinics using methadone or 
suboxone substitution treatment. 
Tom Kingsley Brown, Ph.D. 

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM  
Track 3 Ayahuasca Policy
 
9:30 AM - 10:00 AM 
Cultural Trauma, Capitalist Moder-
nity, and the Global Expansion of 
Santo Daime: 1930-2009 
This paper is a historically grounded analysis 
of the political economy associated with the ex-
pansion of the ayahuasca based Santo Daime 
religious movement. Analyzing Santo Daime’s 
expansion historically, this paper argues that 
Santo Daime has transformed from a counter-
modern to post-modern movement, through a 
series of adaptive and innovative responses 
to crisis moments in capitalist modernity. 
The paper interprets these crisis moments as 
‘cultural trauma’- impacts which ‘tear’ the tissue 
of the ‘social body’. It concludes that Santo 
Daime’s expansion has not only been a restitu-
tive response to the cultural, psychological and 
subjective fractures of capitalist modernity, 
but also increasingly an attempt to reconstruct 
culture beyond this modernity. The historical 
analysis of Santo Daime’s expansion is based 
on three moments of virulent crisis in the con-
temporary regime of capitalist accumulation: 
1) The collapse of the European world order 
and global depression of the 1930’s, which 
saw the demise of the Amazonian rubber 
boom, and mass migration of forest-dwelling 
rubber tappers to regional capitals in search 
of work. The first expansion of Santo Daime 
was with these displaced peoples struggling 
to integrate into an industrializing/urbanizing 
Brazil; 2) The breakdown of state-sponsored 
development/ welfare capitalism, emergence 
of new agencies and ‘cultural revolution’ of 
the late 1960’s and 1970’s, which saw young 
people from Brazil’s industrial south traveling 
to the Amazon to experiment with ayahausca, 
eventually returning to create churches in major 
Brazilian cities; 3) The height of ‘globalization’ 
in the late 1990’s and 2000’s, which has seen 
social and cultural reactions to the mechanistic 
and destructive market logic at the heart of 
constructing a single global capitalist market. 
Santo Daime churches have spread into the 
core countries of the capitalist world in crisis, 
as part of a larger movement remaking human 
subjectivity and relations with nature. 
Andreas Hernandez, Ph.D.                          

Sunday, April 18  
patients have come to find in psilocybin and 
LSD a profound medication that helps more 
than the medicines currently available  from 
physicians. Clusterbusters is working closely 
with Dr. John Halpern of McLean Hospital/
Harvard Medical School and is sponsoring 
his clinical project to evaluate psilocybin for 
people with episodic cluster headache. To 
bring research with psilocybin to Harvard has 
been a long and complicated road, but listen-
ers will learn why it is the most important one 
to take for the lives that may depend upon it. 
Over the past year, Clusterbusters’ work has 
expanded to include the addition of a new 
and exciting direct offshoot of the psilocybin 
work. This successful study featuring break-
though treatment results will be examined at 
this conference. 
Robert Wold             
 
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM  
Track 3 Ayahuasca, Other  
Psychedelics, & Addiction 

4:30 PM - 5:00 PM 
Psychedelic, Psychoactive and  
Addictive Drugs and States of  
Consciousness (CE) 
This talk proposes to examine the states of 
consciousness induced by psychedelic drugs 
in the framework of a heuristic model of 
altered states of consciousness (ASCs). Dr. 
Metzner will suggest that William James’ 
philosophy of radical empiricism provides the 
appropriate epistemological underpinning 
for the empirical study of states of conscious-
ness, as well as their correlations with brain 
functions. According to this heuristic model of 
ASCs, the content of a state of consciousness 
is a function of the internal set and external 
setting – regardless of the catalyst or trig-
ger, which might be a drug, or hypnosis, or 
rhythmic drum beat, or music, or the naturally 
occurring variations of the sleep/dream cycle. 
ASCs, whether induced or naturally occur-
ring, differ energetically on the dimensions of 
(1) arousal vs. sedation, (2) pleasure vs. pain, 
(3) expansion vs. contraction. The psychoac-
tive, or mood regulating drugs, such as the 
stimulants and sedatives, affect primarily the 
dimensions of arousal and pleasure-pain. It 
will be argued that the classical psychedelic 
drugs are consciousness expanding, and 
therefore opposite in effect to drugs such as 
the opiates, alcohol, cocaine and amphet-
amines, that produce contracted and poten-
tially addictive states of consciousness. This 
is the basis for the therapeutic applications 
of consciousness-expanding psychedelics in 
the treatment of addictions and behavioral 
compulsions. In general, expansive states of 
consciousness, whether induced by drugs or 
by meditative, shamanic and yogic methods, 
play a significant role in the world’s spiritual 
growth traditions and in indigenous vision 
practices. 
Ralph Metzner, Ph.D. 

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM 
Psychedelics in the Treatment  
of Addiction (CE) 
If a study were to test a serotonergic hal-
lucinogen to treat addictive disorders, several 
factors need to be considered from a design 
perspective. Would one consider choosing a 
homogenous group such as alcohol, opiate, 
or nicotine dependence or include individuals 
suffering from a variety of addictive disor-
ders? Other factors should include: use of 
validated diagnostic and outcome measures, 
use of severity of illness measures, a placebo 
control group, random assignment, objective 
‘blind’ raters, and longitudinal follow-up. 
Given the historical LSD and alcoholism data 
suggesting time limited anti-addictive effects 
lasting up to several weeks to months, a 
multiple dosing schedule is strongly indicated 
given the chronic nature of addiction. Further-
more, the psychotherapy aspect of the study 
would have to be well elucidated to embed, 
contain and give meaning to the experience. 
Such psychotherapy should be standardized 
with a measured ‘dose,’ manualized and 
include supervision. It should include standard 
components of addiction treatment around 
motivational enhancement and relapse 
prevention but should also include spiritually 
oriented components related to meaning, con-
nection and intention.
Stephen Ross, M.D.             

5:30 PM - 6:00 PM 
The treatment and handling of sub-
stance dependence with ayahuasca: 
reflections on current and future 
research (CE) 
This text presents a series of reflections on 
the therapeutic potential of the ritual use of 
ayahuasca in the treatment and handling of 
substance dependence problems. Anthro-
pological and psychiatric data on the ritual 
use of ayahuasca for “healing” dependence 
in psychotherapeutic centers (in Peru and 
Brazil), as well as in ayahuasca religions (in 
Brazil), are reviewed and critiqued. Method-
ological, ethical and political considerations 
for current and future research in this area 
are then discussed, and an interdisciplinary 
agenda for studies on the use of ayahuasca 
to treat or handle substance dependence is 
proposed. 
Beatriz Caiuby Labate Ph.D.,  
Brian Anderson Ph.D. 

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM 
Regaining Internal Freedom:  
Ayahuasca-Assisted Treatment  
for Addiction 
In 2009, Dr. Gabor Maté, a physician with 
expertise in addiction and dependence, 
organized a five day retreat aimed at helping 
individuals address patterns of dependence. 
The treatment program included group and 
personal therapy, as well as two nights of 
ayahuasca ceremonies led by Western 
ayahuasqueros trained under the tutelage of 
a Peruvian shaman. Dr. Maté reported that 
participants experienced significant break-
throughs in their long-standing patterns of de-
pendence, attributing the high rate of success 
to the combination of therapy and guided 
ayahuasca sessions. These outcomes led him 
to plan another series of similar retreats in 
2010. The growing use of ayahuasca around 
the globe has resulted in numerous observa-
tional accounts of its benefits in treating prob-

lematic substance use and addiction (Mabit, 
2007; Winkelman, 2007), but very little 
systematic, longitudinal research on the use 
of ayahuasca for these purposes has been 
conducted to date. This research project seeks 
to systematically investigate the effectiveness 
of this novel approach to addiction treatment, 
with a particular focus on the relationship 
between patterns of dependence and levels 
of “internal freedom.” 
Philippe Lucas                                      
 
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Book Readings: 
Birth of a Psychedelic Culture and  
The Harvard Psychedelic Club 
Ralph Metzner, John Perry Barlow,  
Ram Dass (video feed), and Don Lattin 
 
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Break 

 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM Tribute Dinner 
Honoring Sasha and Ann Shulgin for guests 
who have pre-purchased tickets 
 
S U N D A Y
 
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 
Breakfast for Hotel Guests 
 
9:00 AM - 9:30 AM  
CME Track Neuro/Bio cont’d 
 
Neurocognitive consequences  
of MDMA (CME) 
Dr. Halpern will report on an ongoing ran-
domized, double-blind, placebo-controlled 
study of MDMA-assisted psychotherapy in 
12 subjects with anxiety associated with 
advanced-stage cancer, taking place at 
McLean Hospital, Harvard Medical School. 
Data will also be presented from Dr. Halp-
ern’s National Institute on Drug Abuse-funded 
5-year controlled, blinded study of the neu-
rocognitive effects of Ecstasy use. Preliminary 
data from this study has also been published 
and includes the psychological and cognitive 
effects of long-term peyote use among Native 
Americans and evidence of health and safety 
in American members of a religion who use a 
hallucinogenic sacrament. 
John Halpern, M.D. by live video feed 
 
9:00 AM - 9:30 AM  
Track 2 Drug Development 
 
Regulatory Requirements for  
Drug Development Research 
Amy Emerson and Michele Weitz are both 
experienced in the global conduct of clinical 
trials, which are a crucial part of conducting 
psychedelic research in human subjects. They 
will present an overview of the responsibilities 
of investigators while conducting clinical trials 
based on International Conference of Harmo-
nization Good Clinical Practice (ICH-GCP) 
guidelines set forth by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and European Medi-
cines Agency (EMEA). They will discuss how 
regulations apply to different types of clinical 
trials through a review of the top FDA findings 
in audited clinical trials and warning letters 
other Investigators have received. 
Amy Emerson and Michelle Wietz 
 

Saturday, April 17
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The Ultimate Journey: Consciousness and  
the Mystery of Death, Second Editon,   
by Stanislav Grof, M.D.  
with new preface by David Jay Brown & Peter Gasser, M.D.

Beyond personal history and archetypal themes, a comprehensive psy-
chology must also address the fundamental significance of birth and death. 
Stanislav Grof, M.D., renowned for his pioneering contributions regarding the 
psychological and spiritual aspects of the birth process, now adds invaluable 
insights from more than half a century of research and personal discovery into 
the experience of death and dying. Dr. Grof distills teachings from ancient 
wisdom and modern science that suggest how to face the process of death 
and dying. The ultimate journey challenges us all, and how we approach it is 
much more than major personal issue. Those who come to terms with death 
in deep experiential self-exploration tend to develop a sense of planetary 
citizenship, reverence for life in all its forms, and spirituality of a universal and 
all-encompassing nature. Such radial inner transformation might be human-
ity’s only real chance for survival. The Ultimate Journey describes ancient and 
aboriginal ritual and spiritual practices that help us understand the experience 
of death, develop effective ways of making dying easier, and integrate it as 
a meaningful part of life. The book also summarizes modern studies that shed 
new light on a variety of phenomena related to death and dying, including 
psycho-spiritual death and rebirth, near-death experiences, and the new 
expanded cartography of the psyche that has emerged from Grof’s fifty years 
of research of psychedelic therapy, Holotropic Breathwork, and spontaneous 
psychospiritual crises.
About the Author

Stanislav Grof, M.D., internationally acclaimed psychiatrist and co-founder 
of the transpersonal psychology, has taught and lectured in academic and 
workshop settings worldwide. He has served as Chief of Psychiatric Research 
at the Maryland Psychiatric Research Center, Assistant Professor of Psychia-
try at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, Scholar-in-Residence at 
Esalen Institute, and Co-President of the Grof Transpersonal Training Program. 
Dr. Grof is a distinguished faculty member at the California Institute of Integral 
Studies and the author of many books, including LSD Psychotherapy, The Ad-
venture of Self-Discovery, The Cosmic Game, and Psychology of the Future. 

The Ultimate Journey is available on the MAPS website now, 100% of 
the profits go toward furthering psychedelic research. www.MAPS.org/cata-
log

NOW
AVAILABLE

FROM 
MAPS

challenges that come with the adoption of these prac-
tices in Western culture, and propose a preliminary 
psychoanalytic model of how ayahuasca ceremony 
can be integrated into treatment to maximize poten-
tial benefits and minimize potential harm to patients. 
Stephen Trichter, Ph.D. 

12:30 PM - 1:00 PM                          
Healing from the Gods: Ayahuasca and the 
Curing of Disease States 
This presentation describes the medical healing re-
ported, as experienced through the use of ayahuas-
ca, in a case study with five co-researchers and the 
presenter. In each of the accounts the co-researcher 
was suffering from either a terminal or chronic illness. 
In four instances, the people came to ayahuasca be-
cause they had exhausted all other options within the 
allopathic system. Two of those were facing imminent 
death. One person chose not to engage with allopa-
thy beyond diagnosis. One person was both shown 
the presence of the illness, and the process of healing, 
which was facilitated by ayahuasca alone. Another 
instance revealed ADHD/ADD and other “learning 
disabilities” as an evolutionary process rather than 
a pathology. This presentation explores concepts of 
healing: what healing means and how it is achieved 
with psychedelics/entheogens. It is a record of the 
inner and outer journey through illness that each per-
son experienced using ayahuasca as the catalyzing 
agent for the curing that was reported. It investigates 
the potential for healing that does not currently exist 
in an allopathic system of medicine. Ayahuasca, and 
other entheogens, offer a potential to change that 
paradigm, and to expand current medical options 
in treating terminal and chronic illness. By providing 
access to a larger image of the psyche, ayahuasca 
shows us the transpersonal and perinatal roots of 
symptoms and the energetic concept of healing that 
offers a new model of medicine. 
Maggi Quinlan, Ph.D.             

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM Lunch 
(Hotel guests and attendees with meal vouchers will 
be served near the hotel garden) 
 
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM  
MAPS Q&A Lunch  
with Executive Director Rick Doblin, Ph.D.
Come have an open discussion with Rick in the Gov-
ernor’s House, room A/B. 
 
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
Open meeting for past, current, and future 
ayahuasca researchers 
Organized by Phillipe Lucas in the Governor’s House. 
Lunch is not provided for this meeting, so please 
arrange to bring your own lunch with you (if you are 
part of the conference meal plan, please try to get 
your lunch quickly and bring it to the meeting).             

 2:30 PM - 4:00 PM Plenary  
CME Track Future Implications 
cont’d 
 
Implications of psychedelic research for 
psychology and psychiatry (CME)
A pioneer researcher of the use of altered states of 
consciousness for purposes of analyzing, healing, 
and obtaining growth and insight into the human 
psyche, and one of the founding fathers of the field 
of transpersonal psychology, Dr. Stanislav Grof will 
be discussing LSD-assisted psychotherapy in patients 
with terminal cancer, the experimental use of psyche-
delic psychotherapy, the conceptual challenges from 
researching consciousness, and DPT as an adjunct in 
psychotherapy of alcoholics. 
Stanislav Grof, M.D. 
 

Sunday, April 18  
10:00 AM - 10:30 AM 
Psychedelics, Entheogens  
& Public Policy 
This presentation considers how policy mak-
ers should respond to re-emerging evidence 
of the therapeutic and other benefits of 
psychedelics or entheogens. After a period 
of quiescence for several decades, academic 
research on psychedelics has begun to pick 
up momentum and is already beginning to 
corroborate many of the positive findings 
initially generated in the 1950s and 1960s. 
These include not only specific medical indi-
cations for clinical disorders, but also broader 
psychological and/or spiritual benefits for 
healthy individuals. At the same time, novel 
information and communications technologies 
allow for a much more rapid dissemination 
of ideas and social trends involving such 
substances than ever before. Along with these 
new research findings and cultural shifts come 
new challenges for how to translate academic 
knowledge not only into effective clinical 
interventions, but also into healthy public poli-
cy. One such challenge is how to balance the 
biomedical perspective of psychedelic ther-
apy with the spiritual perspective of entheo-
genic practices. The techniques, methods and 
explanatory frames of psychedelic therapy 
have been grounded in the Western biomedi-
cal paradigm, whereas those of entheogenic 
healing or spiritual practices have a much 
longer history stemming from traditional indig-
enous forms of cultural knowledge. The glo-
balization of the traditional Amazonian brew 
ayahuasca presents a useful case example of 
the potential divergence between these two 
approaches: ayahuasca drinkers frequently 
attest to its health and/or spiritual benefits 
with “evidence” apprehended directly from 
experience with the brew, whereas physicians 
working from a biomedical perspective have 
very different requirements of evidence. From 
a public policy perspective, such differences 
demand a difficult balancing of competing 
interests of the state, including public health, 
human rights, criminal justice and free-market 
economics. 
Kenneth Tupper, Ph.D. candidate             

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM                          
Ayahuasca, Science and Medicine 
Ayahuasca has much to teach us about 
consciousness and holds the potential as 
a medicine in the treatment of psychiatric 
disorders and immunological disorders includ-
ing cancer. A human research agenda using 
modern technologies to explore the brain 
and psychological effects of ayahuasca will 
be described. This lecture will discuss the 
ontological, psychological, and medical ques-
tions that the ayahuasca experience begs and 
methodologies to answer these questions. 
Leanna Standish, N.D., Ph.D., L.Acup., 
FABNO 

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM Break 

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
CME Track Future  
Implications cont’d 
 
Johns Hopkins Studies of Psilocybin-
Occasioned Mystical-Type Experi-
ences in Healthy Volunteers: Phenom-
enology and Research (CME)
This presentation will provide an overview 
of the Johns Hopkins studies investigating 
psilocybin-occasioned mystical-type experi-
ences in healthy volunteers.  William Richards 
will provide a phenomenological description 
of mystical-type experiences and discuss 
their relationship to religion, spirituality, 
and personal growth.  Roland Griffiths will 
describe published and unpublished studies 
in healthy volunteers showing that psilocybin 
can occasion mystical-type experiences in a 
high proportion of volunteers and will discuss 
the implications for future basic and applied 
research including treatment of cancer and 
addictions.  Mary Cosimano will conclude 
with descriptions of several cases in which 
psilocybin occasioned a variety of states of 
consciousness including mystical-type experi-
ences and predominantly fearful experiences.  
The Johns Hopkins Psilocybin Project study 
team also includes Matthew Johnson who is 
presenting in another session our procedures 
and recommendations for safe conduct of 
high-dose trials using psilocybin and other 
classical hallucinogens
Roland Griffiths Ph.D., William A. Richards 
Ph.D., Mary Cosimano, M.S.W.             

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM  
Track 2 Psychedelic Drug 
Policy 
 
11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
Regulating the Hallucinogens 
The hallucinogens (including, for this purpose, 
MDMA and its relatives), have been or could 
be used to treat disease, to generate spiritual 
experience both individually and communally, 
and to enhance creativity, in addition to their 
recreational/social uses. Those four uses sug-
gest different regulatory approaches. Neither 
the risks nor the benefits associated with hal-
lucinogen use are sufficiently close to those of 
alcohol or of the other classes of controlled 
drugs to allow a simple appropriation of exist-
ing regulatory schemes. 
Mark Kleiman, Ph.D.                          

12:00 PM - 12:30 PM 
Psychedelic Harm Reduction  
and Policy 
Harm reduction is a public health philosophy 
that aims to lessen the dangers that drug 
use – and drug policies – cause to society. 
Because some drugs, such as psychedelics 
and marijuana, have proven therapeutic and 
medicinal uses, a harm reduction strategy not 
only seeks to reduce the harms that drugs can 
cause, but also to maximize their potential 
benefits. People who use psychedelics some-
times have challenging emotional experi-
ences that can become dangerous when they 
lead to counterproductive medical interven-
tions or contact with law enforcement. In re-
sponse, some harm reduction services aim to 
empower people who use psychedelics and 
their peers with techniques for assisting others 
through difficult experiences – and, in doing 
so, to provide a new framework for looking at 

“bad trips” as opportunities for psychological 
growth. What are the policy implications of 
psychedelic harm reduction services? And 
how might the scientific research community, 
policy advocates, and harm reduction practi-
tioners work together to improve and expand 
existing theoretical models and on-the-ground 
practices? 
Jag Davies 
 

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM  
Track 3 Ayahuasca  
Medicine 
 
11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
Ayahuasca, Shamanic EEGs and  
Adult Development (CE) 
The Amazonian psychoactive brew ayahuas-
ca induces shamanic journey experiences 
and is reported to facilitate psychological 
and physical healing, creativity, and spiritual 
development. A new model regarding the ex-
periences, functions, and neural processes of 
ayahuasca, that integrates evidence from neu-
roscience and the human sciences, suggests 
ayahuasca facilitates three main sequential 
psychophysical change process stages: of 
form dismantling and healing processes, form 
creation processes, and form expression 
processes. Dominant experiential ayahuasca 
themes will be summarized and related to 
similar process themes in psychotherapy, 
mythology and religion. EEG research shows 
ayahuasca significantly alters global EEG 
frequency coherence patterns across widely 
distributed neural networks. The reported neu-
ral changes and benefits of ayahuasca may 
arise through the enhancement of a normal 
although rare state of consciousness involving 
widespread neural networks combining both 
deliberative thought and spontaneous thought 
processes within a unified field of conscious-
ness where highly complex and creative 
cognition emerges spontaneously. 
Frank Echenhofer, Ph.D.             
 
12:00 PM - 12:30 PM 
Out of the Jungle and onto the Couch: 
Applying Ayahuasca’s Lessons to the 
Therapy Room (CE) 
Ayahuasca is one of many substances in 
a group of compounds that have shown 
promise in harnessing the power to increase 
an individual’s spirituality and strengthen 
their sense of well-being. These substances, 
known as entheogens, a term etymologically 
rooted in Latin that means “generating the 
divine within,” are commonly referred to as 
psychedelics or hallucinogens. Ayahuasca, a 
hallucinogenic plant brew from the Amazon 
basin that has been used as part of healing 
ceremonies by the region’s indigenous people 
for centuries, has found more recent use in a 
wide variety of modern spiritual contexts and 
communities, and is now consumed by grow-
ing numbers of people throughout the world. 
Anecdotal evidence and previous research 
suggest that participants who take part in 
ayahuasca ceremonies experience signifi-
cant spiritual effects. A study conducted by 
the presenter (Trichter, Klimo, and Krippner, 
2006) found statistically significant changes 
in novice participants’ subjective spiritual ex-
periences as a result of participation in their 
first ayahuasca ceremony. “Out of the Jungle” 
will present the research findings from this 
study, examine the psychospiritual risks and 

Sunday, April 18



28

 P
sych

e
d

e
lic S

cie
n

ce
 in

 th
e

 Tw
e

n
ty

-First C
e

n
tu

ry
 •

 A
p

ril 1
5

-1
8

, 2
0

1
0

 •
 P

re
se

n
te

d
 b

y
 M

A
P

S
 P

sy
ch

e
d

e
li

c 
S

ci
e

n
ce

 i
n

 t
h

e
 T

w
e

n
ty

-F
ir

st
 C

e
n

tu
ry

 •
 A

p
ri

l 
1

5
-1

8
, 

2
0

1
0

 •
 P

re
se

n
te

d
 b

y
 M

A
P

S

29

and Transpersonal Psychology, 
and worked for the Spiritual 
Emergency Network. She offers 
workshops and lectures interna-
tionally, co-leads groups into the 
Amazonian rainforest, and is an 
adjunct professor at CIIS. 

Shannon Campbell, M.S., 
is a psychological researcher 
and educator. She earned her 
B.S. degree in psychology at 
the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga in May of 2004. 
She also earned her B.A. degree 
in philosophy at UTC in May of 
2004. She has recently acquired 
her M.S. degree in research 
psychology at UTC in August of 
2009. Her most recent research 
has focused on the physiological, 
spiritual, and cognitive effects 
and enhancements of natural psy-
chedelics. In the future, she hopes 
to delve deeper into the mysteries 
of altered states and what they 
can tell us about cognition and 
the evolution of consciousness.  

Clinton Canal, Ph.D., Postdoc-
toral Fellow August 2009 to 
present, Medicinal Chemistry, 
University of Florida; Investi-
gating functional selectivity of 
agonists at 5HT2A and 5HT2C 
receptors, supervisor: Raymond 
Booth; National Institutes of 
Health T32 Postdoctoral Fellow 
June 2007 to July 2009, Phar-
macology, Vanderbilt University; 
Investigated RNA editing of 
5-HT2C receptors, and role of 
5-HT2C receptors in a halluci-
nogenic behavioral response 
in mice, supervisor: Elaine 
Sanders-Bush; Graduate Student 
August 2000 to December 
2006, Neuroscience, University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 
supervisor: Paul E. Gold; PhD 
in Neuroscience, University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
Urbana, IL, Graduation date: De-
cember 2006; dissertation title: 
Protein synthesis inhibitors impair 
memory by disrupting release of 
neurotransmitters important for 
memory modulation. Disserta-
tion adviser: Paul E. Gold; BS in 
Psychology, minor in Philosophy, 
cum laude, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, FL, 1998. 

Robin Carhart-Harris, Ph.D., 
after completing a Masters in 
Psychoanalysis in 2005, applied 
to the Psychopharmacology 
Unit, University of Bristol, UK, 
headed by Professor David Nutt, 
to study for a Ph.D. on the topic 
of fMRI, psychedelic drugs and 
Freudian theory. Carhart-Harris 
was advised by David Nutt that 
this project was too ambitious 
at this stage but that he could 
instead study for a Ph.D. on the 
topic of MDMA, serotonin and 
sleep EEG. While completing his 
Ph.D. in 2008, he obtained the 

necessary approvals and some 
initial funding to carry out the 
fMRI work, and in 2009 his team 
completed a small scale pilot 
study, in which they administered 
intravenous psilocybin to nine 
volunteers in a mock-fMRI setting. 
They are currently on course to 
begin the fMRI scanning in the 
coming weeks, and this talk will 
report on their progress and the 
wider theoretical aims of the 
project. This work has the col-
laborative support of the Beckley 
Foundation, the Neuropsycho-
analysis Foundation, Prof. Karl 
Friston of University College Lon-
don, Prof. Richard Wise of Cardiff 
University and Prof. David Nutt 
of Imperial College London – for 
whom Carhart-Harris continues 
to work. 
 
Mary Cosimano, M.S.W., 
has served as study guide and 
research coordinator for the 
Johns Hopkins psilocybin stud-
ies for the past decade. Ms. 
Cosimano earned her Masters 
of Social Work from West 
Virginia University. She worked 
as a clinician teaching individual 
and group meditation to breast 
cancer patients in research at 
Johns Hopkins, as a behavior 
modification counselor for weight 
loss, and has 15 years of experi-
ence with direct patient care as a 
hospice volunteer. Ms. Cosimano 
has been extensively involved in 
all five psilocybin studies, as well 
as Salvia Divinorum and dex-
tromethorphan studies conducted 
at Johns Hopkins. She will present 
case descriptions from several of 
the psilocybin study volunteers’ 
sessions, including difficult as well 
as transcendent experiences. 
 
Henry Cox, Ph.D. candidate, is 
the senior anthropologist at the 
Kimberley Land Council which 
is a Native Title Representative 
Body for Australian Aboriginal 
people in North Western Austra-
lia. As a cultural anthropologist 
and ethnobotanist, he has been 
researching the hallucinogens 
and their use since 1997. He 
is currently completing a Ph.D. 
in “The Cultural Constructions 
of Pituri Use” at the University 
of Queensland, Australia. His 
academic interests also include 
the critique of the foundations of 
western science, discourses on 
power and religious (and other) 
experiences generated by the 
hallucinogens in both traditional 
and western societies.
 
David Coyote has been involved 
in psychedelic study and therapy 
since 1980. At the beginning of 
his spiritual practice, he had two 
overwhelmingly powerful vision-
ary experiences with psychedel-
ics, which gave him a taste of the 
transpersonal realm beyond the 

small self or ego. He spent the 
next 16 years living in Buddhist 
centers in the U.S., Europe and 
Asia, including 3 years as a 
monk. In 1990, he began a series 
of 15 psychotherapy sessions to 
work with personality issues that 
meditation was not addressing, 
and in 1996 he began a study 
of Ayahuasca with the Santo 
Daime church of Brazil. In 2002, 
he began a series of apprentice-
ships with Maestro-Curanderos 
in the Amazon basin which has 
involved spending a total of 2 
years in training retreats in the 
jungle. Throughout this time, he 
has continued his Buddhist prac-
tice and teaching and has led 
workshops connecting meditation 
and Ayahuasca shamanism both 
in the United States and Peru.
 
Nicholas Cozzi, Ph.D., is a 
scientist and educator at the 
University of Wisconsin in 
Madison, WI. His professional 
background and training is in 
pharmacology, chemistry, and 
neuroscience. He holds a Ph.D. 
in Pharmacology and a B.S. in 
Pharmacology and Toxicology 
from UW-Madison. Dr. Cozzi 
has had an abiding interest in the 
use of psychedelic substances 
for personal growth and spiritual 
purposes. As a neuroscientist, he 
is interested in how these agents 
interact with the brain to produce 
their unique effects. He conducts 
a modest research program in the 
design, chemical synthesis, and 
pharmacological characteriza-
tion of psychedelic and other 
substances, and has published 
scientific papers in these areas. 
As an educator, Dr. Cozzi is the 
course director for the Medical 
Pharmacology course taken by 
second-year medical students 
and graduate students in the UW 
School of Medicine and Public 
Health and he also teaches in 
the UW School of Pharmacy and 
the UW School of Veterinary 
Medicine. 
 
Alicia Danforth, Ph.D. candi-
date, is a clinical psychedelic re-
searcher and writer. Since 2006, 
she has coordinated and co-
facilitated treatment sessions for 
Dr. Charles Grob’s Harbor-UCLA 
cancer anxiety trial with psilo-
cybin. She also oversees a na-
tionwide web-based recruitment 
effort for a similar trial currently 
underway at the Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine. Inspired 
by the results of this work, Alicia 
began a Ph.D. program in Clini-
cal Psychology at the Institute of 
Transpersonal Psychology (ITP) 
in Palo Alto. She was a speaker 
on the Rising Researchers panel 
at the World Psychedelic Forum 
in 2008. She has also given talks 
and workshops related to her 
research and the broader psy-

chedelic community at Burning 
Man, Horizons, Symbiosis, and 
the Women’s Visionary Council 
Salon. She also published an 
original manuscript on using 
Focusing-oriented psychotherapy 
techniques as part of preparation 
for psychedelic therapy sessions 
in the spring, 2010, edition of the 
Journal of Transpersonal Psychol-
ogy. 
 
Ram Dass (formerly Dr. Rich-
ard Alpert), is a spiritual teacher 
and author of many best-sellers. 
Along with fellow Harvard 
professor Timothy Leary, he con-
ducted experiments on the effects 
of psychedelic drugs on human 
subjects. He is also known for his 
travels to India, his association 
with Hindu guru, Neem Karoli 
Baba, and as the founder of 
several organizations dedicated 
to expanding awareness. 
 
Jag Davies is the publications 
manager for the Drug Policy Alli-
ance (DPA), the nation’s leading 
organization working to end the 
war on drugs. DPA’s mission is 
to advance those policies and 
attitudes that best reduce the 
harms of both drug misuse and 
drug prohibition and to promote 
the sovereignty of individuals 
over their minds and bodies. Be-
forehand, Davies was the policy 
researcher for the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) Drug Law 
Reform Project, where he coor-
dinated local, state, and federal 
efforts to end punitive drug poli-
cies that cause the widespread 
violation of constitutional and 
human rights. He also previously 
worked as Director of Communi-
cations (and other positions) for 
MAPS from 2003-07. 
 
Rick Doblin, Ph.D., at age 18, in 
1972, chose as his career path to 
become a psychedelic psycho-
therapist. Since this career path 
was unavailable legally, Rick 
focused his advanced academic 
research on public policy in order 
to contribute to creating poli-
cies that will make psychedelic 
psychotherapy a legal option. 
In 1984, Rick helped to coordi-
nate the testimony of the MDMA 
therapeutic community in a Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
(DEA) Administrative Law Judge 
(ALJ) lawsuit seeking to prevent 
the DEA from criminalizing the 
therapeutic use of MDMA. The 
DEA lost the lawsuit, but still man-
aged to keep the therapeutic use 
of MDMA illegal. In response, 
Rick founded MAPS in 1986, as 
a non-profit pharmaceutical com-
pany to develop MDMA, other 
psychedelics and marijuana into 
FDA-approved prescription medi-
cines. His dissertation (Public Pol-
icy, Harvard’s Kennedy School 
of Government) was titled “The 
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Peter H. Addy, M.A., Ph.D. 
candidate, is completing his 
Ph.D. in clinical psychology at the 
Institute of Transpersonal Psychol-
ogy, Palo Alto, CA. He believes 
the best way to work towards 
harm reduction is through educa-
tion. Mr. Addy has brought scien-
tific attention and understanding 
to the use of lesser-known psycho-
active substances. Since 2008 
he has been researching the psy-
chedelic plant Salvia divinorum 
for his doctoral dissertation, for 
which he has received a research 
grant from MAPS. He has also 
written and presented on non-
medical use of cough medicine 
among adolescents, for which 
he received a grant from NIDA 
in 2009. Mr. Addy has worked 
as a substance abuse counselor, 
and has been a milieu therapist 
for severely emotionally disturbed 
children and adolescents for over 
five years. He lives and works in 
the San Francisco Bay area. 
 
Allan Ajaya, Ph.D., is a clinical 
psychologist in private practice in 
Madison, Wisconsin. He received 
his Ph.D. from the University of 
California at Berkeley and was 
a post-doctoral fellow at the 
University of Wisconsin, Depart-
ment of Psychiatry. He has served 
on the graduate faculties of the 
University of Wisconsin and the 
Himalayan Institute. As Swami 
Ajaya, he spent years in India 
studying and teaching yoga 
and meditation. He authored, 
co-authored, compiled and 
edited several landmark texts that 
integrate Eastern and Western 
approaches to healing the whole 
person. These include Yoga and 
Psychotherapy: The Evolution of 
Consciousness, Yoga Psychology: 
A Practical Guide in Meditation, 
Psychotherapy East and West: A 
Unifying Paradigm, and Healing 
the Whole Person. His website 
with current writings is: www.
beingawareness.org

Ken Alper, M.D.,  
(No biography available) 

Brian Anderson is the co-author 
of The Treatment and Handling 
of Substance Dependence with 
Ayahuasca: Reflections on current 
and future research with Beatriz 
Labate, Rafael G. dos Santos, 
Marcelo Mercante and Paulo 
C. R. Barboso. Brian is currently 
a medical student at Stanford 
University and a researcher at 
the Nucleo de Estudos Interdisci-
plinares sobre Psicoativos (www.
neip.info). He has conducted 
anthropological fieldwork with 
the Uniao do Vegetal and Santo 
Daime, two Brazilian ayahuasca 
religions. His current research 
focuses on the socio-cultural pro-
cesses that frame how ayahuasca 
is being used in biomedical labo-

ratories as an experimental treat-
ment for depression and anxiety. 
He intends to train in psychiatry 
after he finishes medical school. 
 
Sylvia C. Bagge, R.N., is a 
registered nurse working in an 
AIDS hospice in San Francisco 
called Maitri. 
 
Matthew Baggott, Ph.D. 
candidate, is a graduate student 
at the Helen Wills Neuroscience 
Institute at University of California 
Berkeley and research associate 
at the California Pacific Medical 
Center Research Institute. His 
professional interests bridge neu-
roscience and psychopharmacol-
ogy, and include mechanisms of 
hallucinations, toxicity of drugs of 
abuse, pharmacokinetics and dy-
namics of phenethylamines, and 
neural correlates of conscious-
ness. His most recent studies are 
centered on Hallucinogen Persist-
ing Perception Disorder (HPPD). 
 
Paulo Cesar Ribeiro Barbosa, 
Ph.D., obtained his Ph.D. in Med-
ical Sciences at Universidade Es-
tadual de Campinas (UNICAMP) 
in 2008, working on a follow-up 
evaluation of religious ayahuasca 
users. He obtained his degree in 
Social Sciences at Universidade 
de São Paulo (USP) in 1992. 
Since 2001, he has worked on 
a variety of projects involving 
psychiatric, psychological, neu-
rocognitive, social and cultural 
assessments of ayahuasca users 
within Brazilian urban contexts. 
Dr Barbosa was appointed 
Professor of Scientific Methods 
in 2002 in the Departamento de 
Filosofia e Ciências Humanas at 
Universidade Estadual de Santa 
Cruz (Brazil). Dr. Barbosa’s main 
research interests and activities 
concern the relationships among 
psychiatric, psychological and 
anthropological methods of eval-
uating the effects of ayahuasca in 
Brazilian urban settings. 

John Perry Barlow is an 
American poet, essayist, retired 
Wyoming cattle rancher; a 
political activist who has at times 
been associated with both the 
Democratic and Republican par-
ties, as well as articulating many 
Libertarian political sympathies; 
and former lyricist for the Grate-
ful Dead. He is also known to 
be a cyberlibertarian and was 
one of the founding members of 
the Electronic Frontier Founda-
tion. Since May of 1998, he has 
been a Fellow at the Harvard 
Law School’s Berkman Center for 
Internet and Society. 

Stephen Beyer, Ph.D., has been 
a university professor, a trial 
lawyer, a wilderness guide, and 
a peacemaker and community 
builder. He lived for a year and a 
half in a Tibetan monastery in the 
Himalayas, and has published 
three books on Buddhism and on 
Tibetan language and religion. 
He has doctorate degrees in both 
religious studies and psychology. 
Steve studied wilderness survival 
among the indigenous peoples of 
North and South America, and 
studied sacred plant medicine 
with traditional herbalists in 
North America and curanderos 
in the Upper Amazon, where he 
studied plant medicine with doña 
María Tuesta Flores and received 
coronación by banco ayahuas-
quero don Roberto Acho Jurama. 
His book on shamanism, sorcery, 
and plant medicine, Singing to 
the Plants: A Guide to Mestizo 
Shamanism in the Upper Amazon, 
was recently published by the 
University of New Mexico Press. 
He has worked with ayahuasca 
and other sacred plants in the 
Amazon, peyote in ceremonies 
of the Native American Church, 
and huachuma in Peruvian mesa 
rituals. He has undertaken numer-
ous four-day and four-night solo 
vision fasts in Death Valley, the 
Pecos Wilderness, and the Gila 
Wilderness of New Mexico. 

Anthony Bossis, Ph.D., is the co-
principal investigator on the NYU 
/ Psilocybin Cancer Project. He is 
Clinical Assistant Professor in the 
Departments of Psychiatry and 
Anesthesiology at the New York 
University School of Medicine. 
He is the co-founder and former 
co-director of the Palliative Care 
Service and former co-director 
of the Pain Treatment Center at 
NYU / Bellevue Hospital Center 
in NYC. Dr. Bossis’ clinical, teach-
ing, and research activities are 
dedicated to the enhanced under-
standing and treatment of chronic 
pain and end-of-life patients. 
He will present on the existential 
and psychosocial suffering in 
advanced cancer and implica-
tions for entheogen-facilitated 
psychotherapy, and provide an 
overview of the NYU / Psilocybin 
Cancer Study. 

Jose Carlos Bouso, Ph.D. can-
didate, performed studies which 
addressed the safety of different 
doses of MDMA administered 
in a psychotherapeutic setting 
to women with chronic post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 
secondary to a sexual assault. 
He also obtained initial data on 
the efficacy of MDMA-assissted 
psychotherapy. He currently 
works on Dr. Jordi Riba’s team 
conducting neuropharmacologi-
cal research on psychedelics. 
 

Simon Brandt, Ph.D., obtained 
his degree in Biochemistry/Mo-
lecular Biology at the University 
of Hamburg (Germany). In 2004 
he obtained his Ph.D. in Analyti-
cal Chemistry from The University 
of Manchester working on the 
synthesis and analytical charac-
terization of synthetic routes to 
hallucinogenic tryptamines. Since 
2002, Simon has worked on a 
variety of projects involving the 
synthesis, detection, character-
ization and fingerprint analysis 
of a large range of known and 
unknown stimulants, entactogens 
and hallucinogens. Simon was 
appointed Lecturer in Analytical 
Chemistry at the end of 2005 
at the School of Pharmacy 
and Biomolecular Sciences at 
Liverpool John Moores University 
(UK). Simon’s main research 
enthusiasm, interests and activities 
are centered around psychoac-
tive and psychedelic drug chemis-
try within the synthetic, analytical 
and pharmaceutical context. 

Tom Kingsley Brown, Ph.D., 
graduated magna cum laude 
with a B.S. in Chemistry from the 
University of Pittsburgh. He re-
ceived his M.S. in Chemistry from 
CalTech with research on the 
neurochemistry of learning and 
memory. While earning his doc-
torate from UCSD in Anthropolo-
gy with an emphasis on psycho-
logical anthropology, he studied 
altered states of consciousness 
and religious conversion. He has 
taught anthropology courses on 
religion, the environmental crisis, 
and mental illness and deviance. 
He currently lives with his partner 
and their two sons in San Diego. 
He runs a research program at 
UCSD and is studying the lives 
and experiences of patients 
undergoing ibogaine treatment 
at the Pangea Biomedics clinic in 
Baja California. 

Susana Bustos, Ph.D., holds 
degrees in Clinical Psychology 
(1992) and in Music Therapy 
(2002) from Chilean universi-
ties, as well as a doctorate in 
East-West Psychology from the 
California Institute of Integral 
Studies-CIIS (2008). Her 
doctoral research focused on 
the study of Peruvian vegetal-
ismo, particularly on the use of 
songs (icaros) during ayahuasca 
ceremonies. During her studies, 
Susana worked as a therapist 
and clinical trainer at Takiwasi, a 
center for the treatment of drug 
addiction integrating indigenous 
and Western medicine. Her latest 
publication, The Verse of the Plant 
We Follow, appears in Tindall’s 
The Jaguar that Roams the Mind. 
Susana is a certified Holotropic 
Breathwork practitioner, cofound-
ed the Latin American Associa-
tion for Holotropic Breathwork 
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Peter Gasser, M.D., was born 
in 1960 in Switzerland, and 
now works as a psychiatrist and 
psychotherapist in his own private 
practice. In 2007 he started with 
a small, still running, study in 
LSD-assisted psychotherapy. His 
interest in drug-assisted psycho-
therapy started in the late eight-
ies, when therapy with LSD and 
MDMA was legal in Switzerland 
for a five-year period. Dr. Gasser 
is a member of the Swiss Medical 
Society for Psycholytic (Psyche-
delic) Therapy since 1992 and 
has served as president of this so-
ciety since 1997. He is married, 
and the father of three children. 
 
Neal Goldsmith, Ph.D., is a 
psychotherapist and consultant 
in private practice, specializing 
in psychospiritual development. 
Dr. Goldsmith’s psychotherapy 
training includes Imago Relation-
ship Therapy, Psychosynthesis, 
yoga psychology, regressive 
psychotherapies, Rogerian client-
centered counseling, and other 
humanistic, transpersonal and 
eastern traditions (in addition to 
the lessons found in the research 
literature on psychedelics). He 
is also an applied research 
psychologist and strategic plan-
ner working with institutions such 
as Princeton University, AT&T, 
American Express, and Gartner 
to foster innovation and change. 
Dr. Goldsmith is a frequent 
speaker on spiritual emergence, 
resistance to change, drug policy 
reform and the post-modern 
future of society. Among Dr. 
Goldsmith’s publications, he is 
perhaps proudest of “The Ten 
Lessons of Psychedelic Psycho-
therapy, Rediscovered” (in the 
Psychedelic Medicine textbook, 
Praeger, 2007), his affidavit to 
the California Superior Court in 
Santa Cruz on “Rescheduling 
Psilocybin: A Review of the Clini-
cal Research,” and the frequently-
cited, “The Utilization of Policy 
Research.” He is a founder of 
several salon discussion groups 
in New York City. Dr. Goldsmith 
may be reached via his Web site, 
www.nealgoldsmith.com.
 
Alex Grey, best known for paint-
ings that “X-ray” multi-dimension-
al reality, interweaves biological 
anatomy with psychic/spiritual 
energies. Grey’s visual medita-
tions on the nature of life and 
consciousness have reached mil-
lions through his five books, the 
exhibition and extensive repro-
duction of his artwork, speaking 
and live-painting appearances, 
collaboration with major rock 
bands on stage sets, video anima-
tion, and Grammy award winning 
album art. Alex has worked with 
such celebrated bands as Tool, 
Beastie Boys, Nirvana, SCI, STS9 
and the Disco Biscuits. Artist of 

the Sacred Mirror series, Grey’s 
groundbreaking work has also 
led to exhibitions and keynote ad-
dresses from Tokyo to Sao Paulo, 
features on Discovery Channel, 
Newsweek, and Time. Committed 
to art that celebrates oneness, 
Alex and Allyson Grey, his wife 
and companion of 35 years, 
co-founded the Chapel of Sacred 
Mirrors (CoSM) and CoSM Press 
publications. Because the Greys 
have been a stand for “cognitive 
liberty”, the international entheo-
gen community has embraced 
them as important mapmakers 
and spokespersons for the vision-
ary realm. Visit Alex online at 
alexgrey.com and cosm.org

Allyson Grey is an accom-
plished visionary artist whose 
paintings invent a symbol system 
representing chaos, order and 
secret writing. Co-founder of 
the Chapel of Sacred Mirrors in 
New York City, Allyson is the wife 
and partner of internationally re-
nowned artist, Alex Grey, and the 
mother of film actress Zena Grey. 
Born in 1952, Allyson received a 
Master of Fine Arts degree from 
Tufts University in 1976. She has 
edited and co-written a dozen 
books and journals, taught art 
at Tufts University, the Boston 
Museum School and at Omega 
Institute for 20 years. A leader 
of a growing community, Allyson 
has spoken widely at confer-
ences and symposia including 
the World Psychedelic Forum 
in Basel, Switzerland and the 
Women’s Visionary Congress in 
California. Grey’s paintings have 
been exhibited throughout the 
U.S., and she has been commis-
sioned for numerous permanent 
installations in major cities, with 
many works included in both 
corporate and private collections. 
Visit Allyson online at allyson-
grey.com and cosm.org 

Roland Griffiths, Ph.D., is a 
Professor in the Departments of 
Psychiatry and Neuroscience at 
Johns Hopkins University School 
of Medicine. His principal re-
search focus in both clinical and 
preclinical laboratories has been 
on the behavioral and subjective 
effects of mood-altering drugs. 
His research has been largely 
supported by grants from the 
National Institute on Health and 
he is author of over 300 journal 
articles and book chapters. He is 
the lead investigator of the psilo-
cybin research project at Johns 
Hopkins, which includes studies 
of psilocybin-occasioned mysti-
cal-type experience in healthy 
volunteers and cancer patients, 
and a pilot study of psilocybin-
facilitated smoking cessation. 
He has been a consultant to the 
National Institutes of Health, 
and to numerous pharmaceutical 

companies in the development of 
new psychotropic drugs. Dr. Grif-
fiths is also currently a member 
of the Expert Advisory Panel on 
Drug Dependence for the World 
Health Organization and the 
Drug Abuse Advisory Subcom-
mittee of the Food and Drug 
Administration. 
 
Charles S. Grob, M.D., is the 
Director of the Division of Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatry at 
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, 
and Professor of Psychiatry and 
Pediatrics at the UCLA School of 
Medicine. He conducted the first 
government-approved psychobio-
logical research study of MDMA, 
and was the principal investigator 
of an international biomedical-
psychiatric research project in 
the Brazilian Amazon of the 
plant hallucinogen ayahuasca. 
Over the last several years he 
has conducted a comprehensive 
research assessment of the safety 
and efficacy of psilocybin in the 
treatment of advanced-cancer 
patients with existential anxiety. 
Dr. Grob is the editor of Hal-
lucinogens: A Reader (Tarcher/
Putnam, 2002) and the co-editor 
(with Roger Walsh) of Higher 
Wisdom: Eminent Elders Explore 
the Continuing Impact of Psyche-
delics (SUNY Press, 2005). He 
has published numerous articles 
in medical and psychiatric journal 
and collected volumes. He is a 
founding board member of the 
Heffter Research Institute. 
 
Stanislav Grof, M.D., is a 
psychiatrist with more than fifty 
years of experience in research 
of non-ordinary states of con-
sciousness induced by psyche-
delic substances and various 
non-pharmacological methods. 
Currently, he is Professor of Psy-
chology at the California Institute 
of Integral Studies (CIIS) in San 
Francisco, conducts professional 
training programs in holotropic 
breathwork and transpersonal 
psychology, and gives lectures 
and seminars worldwide. He is 
one of the founders and chief 
theoreticians of transpersonal 
psychology and the founding 
president of the International 
Transpersonal Association (ITA). 
In October 2007, he received the 
prestigious Vision 97 Award from 
the Dagmar and Vaclav Havel 
Foundation in Prague. Among his 
publications are over 140 papers 
in professional journals and the 
books: Realms of the Human 
Unconscious; LSD Psychotherapy; 
The Adventure of Self-Discovery; 
Beyond the Brain; The Cosmic 
Game; Psychology of the Future; 
When the Impossible Happens; 
The Ultimate Journey; Spiri-
tual Emergency; and The Stormy 
Search for the Self (the last two 
with Christina Grof). 

 Alberto Groisman, Ph.D., 
earned his Ph.D. in Social 
Anthropology from the Univer-
sity of London (2000). He is 
currently based at Departamento 
de Antropologia, UFSC, Brazil, 
and has researched extensively 
on Ayahuasca Religions, ritual-
religious use of psychoactive 
substances, religion and mental 
health, Anthropology of Health, 
Anthropology of Religions and 
Symbolic Anthropology. 

Jeffrey Guss, M.D., is a Clinical 
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 
at New York University School 
of Medicine and is a Senior 
Faculty member of the Division 
of Alcohol and Drug Abuse in 
NYU’s Department of Psychiatry. 
He is the Director of Psychedelic 
Psychotherapy Training for the 
NYU Psilocybin and Cancer Anxi-
ety study and also serves as an 
Investigator and therapist with the 
study. He is a graduate of NYU’s 
Postdoctoral Program in Psycho-
therapy and Psychoanalysis, and 
has taught numerous courses on 
the psychodynamic approaches 
to the understanding and treat-
ment of addictive disorders. 
Along with Stephen Ross, MD he 
taught a groundbreaking course 
at NYU on Psychedelics and Psy-
chiatry. He has published articles 
on addictive disorders, gender, 
and sexuality in The Journal of 
Gay and Lesbian Psychotherapy; 
Psychoanalysis, Culture and So-
ciety; and Studies in Gender and 
Sexuality. Dr. Guss maintains a 
private practice in psychiatry and 
psychotherapy in New York City, 
specializing in psychodynamic 
psychotherapy and the treatment 
of addictions. 
 
John Halpern, M.D., is the 
Associate Director of Substance 
Abuse Research, Biological Psy-
chiatry Laboratory, Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse Research Center, 
McLean Hospital/Harvard Medi-
cal School. Dr. Halpern’s current 
research projects include evaluat-
ing cognitive performance of 
MDMA users and non-users in the 
Southwest who have not ingested 
other illegal drugs. His current 
work also includes researching 
the effects of an experimental 
treatment giving MDMA to ter-
minally ill cancer patients. He is 
also working on research into the 
use of hallucinogens (psilocybin, 
LSD, etc.) to help relieve Cluster 
Headaches and looking at long 
term mental function in regular 
users of Ayahuasca. Dr Halpern’s 
previous work has included study-
ing the use of peyote by members 
of the Native American Church, 
re-examining the use of hallucino-
gens in the treatment of addic-
tion, working on an amicus brief 
to the US Supreme Court for the 
UDV religious-use-of-ayahuasca 
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Regulation of the Medical Use of 
Psychedelics and Marijuana”; His 
master’s thesis (Harvard) focused 
on the attitudes and experi-
ences of oncologists concerning 
the medical use of marijuana, 
and his undergraduate thesis 
(New College of Florida) was a 
twenty-five year follow-up to the 
classic Good Friday Experiment, 
which evaluated the potential of 
psychedelic drugs to catalyze 
religious experiences. He has 
also conducted a thirty-four year 
follow-up study to Tim Leary’s 
Concord Prison experiment. Rick 
first studied Holotropic Breath-
work with Stan and Christina 
Grof, M.D. in 1982, and was in 
the first group to become certified 
as Holotropic Breathwork prac-
titioners. Holotropic Breathwork 
is an alternative to psychedelic 
therapy, which involves a breath-
ing method--rather than a drug--
to attain a non-ordinary state of 
consciousness. His professional 
goal is to help develop legal 
contexts for the beneficial uses of 
psychedelics and marijuana, pri-
marily as prescription medicines 
but also for personal growth for 
otherwise “healthy” people, and 
to become a legally licensed 
psychedelic therapist. He resides 
near Boston with his wife and 
three children. 

Frank Echenhofer, Ph.D., has 
been a Professor of Clinical 
Psychology at the California 
Institute of Integral Studies in 
San Francisco since 1999. He 
teaches Existential and Human-
istic Psychotherapy, Lifespan 
Developmental Psychology, and 
The Psychology of Religion and 
Spirituality. He conducted re-
search examining EEG correlates 
of Tibetan Buddhist meditators 
in India with the Dalai Lama’s 
guidance in 1991. Since 2000 
he has conducted EEG research 
in shamanic journey practices 
in the Brazilian and Peruvian 
Amazon. His is currently studying 
creativity and sacred visionary 
and kinesthetic experiences and 
related iconography across spiri-
tual traditions to develop ways 
to facilitate these experiences for 
healing, creativity, and spiritual 
development.  
 
Amy Emerson brings over fifteen 
years of experience in the phar-
maceutical industry to her work 
guiding MAPS’s ever expanding 
clinical research program. Prior 
to joining MAPS, Amy worked 
her way up at Novartis from Clini-
cal Research Associate to Clinical 
Program Manager. Then in 2001, 
Amy attended the Mind States 
conference in Berkeley, Califor-
nia. At the time she was intrigued 
by the idea of applying her exten-
sive knowledge of clinical trials to 
the untapped field of psychedel-

ics, but it wasn’t until 2003 when 
she learned of MAPS’s plan to 
conduct clinical trials on MDMA 
assisted therapy for PTSD that she 
found an organization working 
towards that goal. Amy’s exper-
tise in clinical research comple-
mented the MAPS vision to put 
scientifically grounded research 
to work towards gaining FDA 
approval for the therapeutic use 
of psychedelics. Over the past 
seven years, Amy has helped to 
facilitate the growth of MAPS’s 
clinical research program from vi-
sion to a professionally run group 
that consistently implements the 
many complex and interlock-
ing tasks necessary to conduct 
multiple clinical trails under the 
jurisdiction of multiple regulatory 
agencies. 
 
Earth and Fire Erowid are the 
co-founders of Erowid Center, 
an IRS-approved 501(c)(3) non-
profit educational organization 
that collects, reviews, and pub-
lishes data about psychoactive 
plants, drugs, technologies, and 
practices. Their primary project is 
the Erowid.org website, estab-
lished in 1995 as an independent 
public library of information 
about psychoactives. The site 
hosts more than 50,000 public 
documents and images and 
receives around 12 million unique 
visitors each year. Earth and 
Fire have spoken at conferences 
sponsored by groups as diverse 
as the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse, the North American As-
sociation of Clinical Toxicologists, 
the Mycological Society of San 
Francisco, and Mind States. 
 
Yalila Espinoza, Ph.D. candi-
date, is in the Consciousness and 
Transformation program at the 
California Institute of Integral 
Studies in San Francisco. Her 
studies are focused on indig-
enous shamanistic practices, 
eroticism, and dreaming, and she 
is conducting qualitative research 
on how sacred plant medicines 
can offer erotic experiences of 
transformational healing. Yalila 
has worked for seven years as a 
counselor in maternity, and has 
the intention to integrate entheo-
genic plant wisdom and spiritual 
practices into the reproductive 
health care system. 

Josép Maria Fábregas, M.D., 
was born in Barcelona in 1952. 
He is a specialist in Psychiatry 
and worked as a psychiatric 
resident at the Centre Marmottan, 
Paris, France. He obtained the 
specialty in Drug Addiction at the 
Staten Island Psychiatric Hospital. 
He is the Medical Director of 
the Centro de Investigacion y 
Tratamiento de las Adicciones 
(CITA), Barcelona, Spain. He is 
the Medical Director of the Institu-

to de Etnopsicologia Amazonica 
Aplicada (IDEAA). IDEAA has 
started clinical studies with aya-
huasca for the treatment of drug 
abuse, and observational studies 
with ritual ayahuasca users. 

James Fadiman, B.A. (Har-
vard), M.A., Ph.D. (Stanford), 
has held a variety of teaching, 
consulting, training, counseling 
and editorial positions. He has 
taught in psychology depart-
ments, design engineering and, 
for the past two decades, at the 
Institute of Transpersonal Psychol-
ogy that he helped found. He has 
published textbooks, professional 
books, a self-help book, a 60’s 
novel and a series of videos, 
Drugs: The Children Are Choos-
ing, for National Public Televi-
sion. His books have been pub-
lished in 8 languages. He was 
featured in the 2010 National 
Geographic program, Explorer: 
Inside LSD and had three solo 
shows of his nature photography. 
He had his own consulting firm 
and sits on two nonprofit boards. 
He has lectured in the United 
States, Europe, Mexico, Japan 
and Australia. He has been 
involved in research into spiritual, 
therapeutic, problem-solving and 
sub-perceptual uses of psychedel-
ics, and was the liaison between 
the Harvard group and the re-
search group in Menlo Park. He 
has been called, “America’s wis-
est and most respected authority 
on psychedelics and their use.” 

Kevin Feeney, J.D., is a gradu-
ate of the University of Oregon 
School of Law, where he studied 
public interest and civil rights 
law. His current research interests 
include exploring modern and 
traditional uses of Amanita 
muscaria, specifically focusing 
on variations in harvest and 
preparation practices, and also 
examining the legal avenues 
for simultaneously protecting 
diminishing peyote populations 
and preserving the religious prac-
tices of traditional peyotists. He 
is co-author, with Richard Glen 
Boire, of Medical Marijuana Law 
(2006), and currently serves 
as President of the Board for 
Compassion Center, a non-profit 
organization serving medical 
marijuana patients in the state  
of Oregon. 

Amanda Feilding founded the 
Beckley Foundation in 1998 
with the purpose of investigat-
ing the neurophysiological 
changes underlying altered 
states of consciousness in order 
to expand our understanding of 
consciousness, and how to use 
these compounds to the benefit 
of the individual and society. 
The second aim of the Beckley 
Foundation is to work towards the 

rationalization of international 
drug policies, which currently are 
ineffective and harmful, and also 
obstruct scientific research into 
the potential benefits of psycho-
active substances. Through this 
work, Amanda has built up a 
collaborative network of lead-
ing scientists around the world, 
with whom she works on a wide 
range of projects. Recent projects 
include: the first neuroscientific 
study in recent times to use LSD 
and human participants; the first 
study in the UK to investigate the 
neurophysiological effects of a 
psychedelic, using fMRI to assess 
how psilocybin affects cerebral 
blood flow and access to remote 
memories, thereby shedding light 
on why psychedelics may offer 
such potential benefits when used 
with psychotherapy; in the USA a 
ground breaking pilot study into 
the use of psilocybin as an aid in 
the treatment of resistant addic-
tion. Key studies involving can-
nabis include: research into the 
physiological effects of THC and 
the therapeutic potential of CBD; 
the effects of cannabis use on cre-
ativity; investigating the chemical 
content of differing strains of can-
nabis in medical use; and a study 
investigating the neurophysiologi-
cal changes underlying the ‘high’ 
users find beneficial. 
 
Robert Forte is editor of Entheo-
gens and the Future of Religion, 
(Council on Spiritual Practices, 
SF. 1997, 2000), Timothy Leary, 
Outside Looking In (Park Street 
Press, 1998), and the 2009 
edition of The Road to Eleusis, 
(North Atlantic Books). He is cur-
rently adjunct assistant professor 
at California Institute of Integral 
Studies, where he teaches a 
course on psychedelic drugs 
in the Transformative Studies 
program.  

Carolyn “Mountain Girl” Gar-
cia joined the Merry Pranksters 
in 1964 and traveled on Ken 
Kesey’s bus “Furthur” presenting 
“Acid Tests” in California. She 
joined the Grateful Dead family 
in the Haight Ashbury in 1967. 
Jerry Garcia and Carolyn have 
two daughters. She has been 
on the board of Rex Foundation 
among others, for many years, 
and keeps up with psychedelic 
and cannabis issues and develop-
ments as best she can. Currently 
she serves as President of the 
Women’s Visionary Council, 
which presents the annual 
Women’s Visionary Congress and 
other educational events inves-
tigating the marvelous. Carolyn 
will discuss her experience with 
the Grateful Dead and the Merry 
Pranksters, and she will talk about 
how the future of the psychedelic 
community can avoid a backlash 
similar to the 1960s. 
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titled Light from the Forest: The 
ritual use of Ayahuasca in Brazil 
(in press) and author of A rein-
venção do uso da ayahuasca nos 
centros urbanos (Mercado de 
Letras, 2004). She is a member 
of the Interdisciplinary Group for 
Psychoactive Studies (Núcleo de 
Estudos Interdisciplinares sobre 
Psicoativos—(NEIP) and is editor 
of its website (www.neip.info). 
Currently she works as an inde-
pendent writer, consultant, lec-
turer and organizer of scientific 
conferences and cultural events 
related to the field of drugs, 
religion and shamanism. More in-
formation can be found at: www.
bialabate.net 

Don Lattin is one of the nation’s 
leading journalists covering 
alternative and mainstream reli-
gious movements and figures in 
America. His work has appeared 
in dozens of U.S. magazines 
and newpapers, including the 
San Francisco Chronicle, where 
he covered the religion beat for 
nearly two decades. Lattin has 
also worked for Dateline, Prime-
time, Good Morning America, 
Nightline, Anderson Cooper 
360, and PBS’s Religion & Ethics 
NewsWeekly. He is the author 
of Jesus Freaks: A True Story of 
Murder and Madness on the 
Evangelical Edge, and Follow-
ing Our Bliss: How the Spiritual 
Ideals of the Sixties Shape Our 
Lives Today, and is the coauthor 
of Shopping for Faith: American 
Religion in the New Millennium. 
Visit the author online at www.
donlattin.com. 

Sean Leneghan, Ph.D. candi-
date, received his undergraduate 
degree in Sociology, Psychology 
and Anthropology. He began 
in Psychology alone, but was 
dissatisfied with the approaches 
to comprehending human beings 
given in behaviourism, neuropsy-
chology and cognitive science. 
He therefore began studying 
existential-phenomenology in 
pursuit of an honours thesis in 
Anthropology, where he studied 
the local and more universal 
instances of God Intoxication 
in South East Asia. His doctoral 
research sought to expand and 
develop these areas of critical 
thinking by undertaking a long-
term ethnography of ‘ecstasy’ 
use in the Sydney metropolitan 
area. This was performed in 
the traditional Malinowskian 
spirit of participant-observational 
ethnography, and the primary 
theoretical orientation and meth-
odology of his work is anchored 
in a dialogal (or dialectical) 
phenomenology that places the 
researcher’s direct experience of 
others experience at the centre of 
empirical ethnography. 
 

Philippe Lucas was born and 
raised in Montreal and Ottawa. 
Following completion of a B.A. 
at Carleton University, Philippe 
moved to British Columbia in 
1991, completing a post-degree 
certificate in Secondary Educa-
tion at the University of Victoria 
(UVic). Perhaps best known for 
his work on medical cannabis, he 
is the founder of the Vancouver Is-
land Compassion Society, one of 
North America’s most respected 
non-profit medical cannabis 
research and distribution centers. 
He has had the opportunity to 
share his expertise and research 
at home and abroad, includ-
ing presentations before the 
Canadian House of Commons 
and Senate, and consultations 
with the state of New Mexico 
and the Israeli Ministry of Health. 
Philippe has recently completed a 
Master’s degree in the Univer-
sity of Victoria Studies in Policy 
and Practice program, and is a 
Research Affiliate with the Center 
for Addictions Research of British 
Columbia. His current research 
interests include the use of can-
nabis, ibogaine and ayahuasca 
in the treatment of addiction. 
In 2008, Philippe was elected 
to Victoria City Council, where 
his focus has been homeless-
ness, harm reduction, and food 
security. 

David Lukoff, Ph.D., is a Profes-
sor of Psychology at the Institute 
of Transpersonal Psychology and 
a licensed psychologist in Cali-
fornia. He is author of 70 articles 
and chapters on spiritual issues 
and mental health; co-author of 
the DSM-IV category Religious or 
Spiritual Problem; co-president of 
the Association for Transpersonal 
Psychology; and maintains the 
Spiritual Competency Resource 
Center at www.spiritualcompe-
tency.com. He has presented 
internationally on spiritual compe-
tencies in areas such as loss and 
grief, death and illness, spiritual 
problems and emergencies.
  
John Mendelson, M.D., is a 
senior scientist at the Addic-
tion Pharmacology Research 
Laboratory of the California 
Pacific Medical Center Research 
Institute in San Francisco. He is 
a practicing Internal medicine 
physician and a member of the 
California Society of Addiction 
Medicine. His research involves 
studies of the pharmacology of 
abused drugs in humans. He has 
conducted NIH-funded human 
laboratory-based experiments on 
the pharmacokinetics and dynam-
ics of MDMA, the stereoisomers 
of methamphetamine, cocaine 
and ethanol interactions, and the 
combination of buprenorphine 
and naloxone. 
 

Marcelo Mercante, Ph.D., 
received his Ph.D. in Human 
Sciences in 2006 from Saybrook 
Graduate School and Research 
Center. His dissertation was titled: 
Images of Healing: spontaneous 
mental imagery and healing pro-
cess of the Barquinha, a Brazilian 
ayahuasca religious system. He 
then did post-doctorate work in 
Anthropology in 2007 at the Fed-
eral University of Santa Catarina. 
His research project was titled: 
A study of the therapeutic use of 
ayahuasca for homeless people 
at the city of São Paulo (Brazil). 
Since 2009, he has been doing 
research at the University of 
São Paulo on the therapeutic 
and ritualistic use of ayahuasca 
for treating drug and alcohol 
addiction. Past presentations in-
clude: MERCANTE, M. S. 2007. 
Syncretism and healing process. 
In: LASA’s XXVII International 
Congress, 2007, Montreal. LASA 
2007 Congress. MERCANTE, 
M. S. 2006. The objectivity of 
spontaneous mental imagery: The 
spiritual space of a Brazilian-Am-
azonian religion experienced by 
sacramental users of ayahuasca. 
In: 2006 Towards a Science of 
Consciousness, Tucson.  

Ralph Metzner, Ph.D., is the 
author of many books, practices 
psychotherapy, and is Professor 
Emeritus at California Institute of 
Integral Studies. Involved in con-
sciousness research for over forty 
years, including psychedelics, 
yoga meditation, and shamanism, 
he is co-founder and president of 
Green Earth Foundation, a non-
profit educational organization 
devoted to healing and harmo-
nizing the relationship between 
humans and the Earth. 

Annie Mithoefer, BSN, is a 
Registered Nurse who lives 
in Charleston, SC where she 
divides her time between clinical 
research and outpatient clinical 
practice specializing in treating 
posttraumatic stress disorder 
with an emphasis on experiential 
methods of psychotherapy.  She 
is a Grof certified Holotropic 
Breathwork Practitioner and 
is trained in Hakomi Therapy. 
Recently she and her husband, 
Michael Mithoefer, M.D., 
completed a MAPS- sponsored 
Phase II clinical trial testing 
MDMA-assisted psychotherapy 
for Posttraumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD). They will soon begin a 
second trial with veterans who 
have PTSD resulting from service 
in the US Armed Forces, and 
are conducting psychotherapy 
training programs for MAPS 
researchers. 
 

Michael Mithoefer, M.D., is 
a psychiatrist who practices in 
Charleston, SC, where he divides 
his time between clinical research 
and outpatient clinical practice 
specializing in treating posttrau-
matic stress disorder with an em-
phasis on experiential methods 
of psychotherapy. He is a Grof 
certified Holotropic Breathwork 
Facilitator and is trained in EMDR 
and Internal Family Systems 
Therapy. He and his wife, Annie 
Mithoefer, recently completed a 
MAPS- sponsored Phase II clini-
cal trial testing MDMA-assisted 
psychotherapy for Posttraumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD). They will 
soon begin a second trial with 
veterans who have PTSD resulting 
from service in the US Armed 
Forces, and are conducting psy-
chotherapy training programs for 
MAPS researchers. He is medical 
monitor for MAPS-sponsored 
clinical trials in Europe, the 
Middle East and Canada. Before 
going into psychiatry in 1995 he 
practiced emergency medicine 
for ten years, served as medi-
cal director of the Charleston 
County and Georgetown County 
Emergency Departments and has 
held clinical faculty positions at 
the Medical University of South 
Carolina. He is currently board 
certified in Psychiatry, Emergency 
Medicine and Internal Medicine. 

Michael Montagne, B.Sc., 
M.A., Ph.D., is Professor of 
Social Pharmacy and Senior 
Associate Dean at the Massa-
chusetts College of Pharmacy 
& Health Sciences. Educated 
in pharmacy and sociology at 
the University of Minnesota, 
he then received postdoctoral 
training in psychiatric epidemiol-
ogy at Johns Hopkins University. 
He has contributed articles on 
psychedelic drugs to publica-
tions as diverse as the Journal of 
Psychedelic Drugs, International 
Journal of the Addictions, Inte-
gration, the MAPS Newsletter, 
Psychozoic Press, and Psyche-
delic Monographs & Essays and 
book chapters for Tom Lyttle’s 
Psychedelics, Julie Holland’s 
Ecstasy: A Complete Guide, 
Michael Winkelman and Thomas 
Roberts’ Psychedelic Medicine, 
and Dale Jacquette’s Cannabis & 
Philosophy. His primary research 
interests are the meaning of drug 
effects, the social pharmacology 
of drug-taking experiences, and 
the process by which knowledge 
about drugs and their effects is 
socially constructed. 
 
Levente Móró, Ph.D. candidate, 
is at the Centre for Cognitive 
Neuroscience in the University 
of Turku, Finland. He works in the 
Consciousness Research Group 
on the topic of altered states of 
consciousness (ASC), particularly 
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case that was decided in 2006, 
asking the American Academy 
of Psychiatry and Law to take 
a stand against capital punish-
ment, and other interesting work. 
Current research affiliations: 
McLean Hospital/Harvard Medi-
cal School, National Institute on 
Drug Abuse, private foundations.          

Rachel Harris, Ph.D., is a 
Psychologist with both clinical 
and research experience. She 
received an NIH New Investiga-
tor Award early in her career as 
a Research Scientist in the Miami 
VA Hospital and the Psychiatry 
Department at the University of 
Miami School of Medicine. Dr. 
Harris has published over forty 
scientific articles in professional 
journals. Her clinical experience 
began as an Esalen Residential 
Fellow and she has been in 
private practice as a psychother-
apist for over 35 years. Rachel 
is the author of Twenty Minute 
Retreats and co-author of Teenag-
ers Learn What They Live and the 
best-selling Children Learn What 
They Live. 

Kathleen Harrison is an 
independent scholar of ethno-
botany. She has initiated and 
participated in recurrent field-
work, mostly among indigenous 
people in Latin America, since the 
1970s.  She is the president and 
co-founder, with Terence McK-
enna, of Botanical Dimensions, a 
non-profit organization that has 
for 25 years worked to collect 
medicinal and shamanic plants 
and their lore. Kat teaches for 
various universities (University of 
Minnesota, Arizona State Univer-
sity, University of Missouri-Kansas 
City), specializing in tropical field 
courses that examine the ethno-
botanical uses, beliefs, practices 
and healing traditions of native 
cultures. She is based in rural 
Northern California.

Andreas Hernandez, Ph.D., 
teaches at Ithaca College in 
the Department of Sociology. 
He holds a Ph.D. From Cornell 
University and an MSW from the 
University of British Columbia. His 
ongoing research examines the 
implications of the religio-spiritual 
dimensions of social movements 
engaged in political and cultural 
struggle. While living and work-
ing in Brazil, he participated with 
and studied alternative lineages 
of the ayahuasca-based Santo 
Daime religious movement. Dr. 
Hernandez is also a filmmaker 
and is currently editing his second 
feature-length documentary titled 
Soil, Struggle and Justice: Radical 
Ecology in the Brazilian Landless 
Movement.  

Scott Hill, Ph.D., returned to 
graduate studies at the Califor-
nia Institute of Integral Stud-
ies in 2002 to inquire into his 
own life-changing psychedelic 
experiences 35 years earlier. 
After examining the nature of 
psychedelic experience from a 
range of perspectives, including 
the frameworks of Ralph Metzner 
and Stanislav Grof, Scott focused 
on a Jungian interpretation of 
psychedelic experience, con-
structing a Jungian framework 
for understanding the nature of 
psychedelic experience, with an 
emphasis on understanding and 
integrating psychedelic-induced 
psychotic states, or temporary 
psychotic reactions to overwhelm-
ing psychedelic experiences. 

Julie Holland, M.D., is an 
Assistant Clinical Professor of 
Psychiatry at the NYU School 
of Medicine. She is a NYC psy-
chiatrist in private practice, and 
has edited a book on MDMA 
(Ecstasy: The Complete Guide. A 
Comprehensive Look at the Risks 
and Benefits of MDMA. Park 
Street Press, 2001). Currently, 
she is editing a book on mari-
juana (The Pot Book: A Complete 
Guide to the Risks and Benefits 
of Cannabis) and promoting her 
medical memoir, Weekends at 
Bellevue: Nine Years on the Night 
Shift at the Psych ER. Dr. Hol-
land considers herself a charter 
member of MAPS, and is proud 
to help their fundraising efforts by 
donating all proceeds from sales 
of the MDMA and Cannabis 
books to help support research 
into the therapeutic potential of 
these substances. 
 
L. (Ilsa) Jerome, Ph.D., earned 
her Ph.D. in psychology from the 
University of Maryland, where 
she studied social psychology. 
She works as MAPS’ research 
and information specialist. She 
has written informational docu-
ments on psilocybin, LSD and 
MDMA and has co-authored 
publications examining the beliefs 
and experiences of ecstasy 
users. She is interested in using 
behavioral science and neurosci-
ence methods to study emotion 
and social interaction, and sees 
MDMA as a valuable research 
tool. She encourages playfulness, 
persistence and building commu-
nity in the pursuit of knowledge. 
 
Robert Jesse is convenor of the 
Council on Spiritual Practices, 
which aims to shift modernity’s 
awareness and practices with 
respect to primary religious 
experience (www.csp.org/PRE). 
CSP also encourages people 
to imagine and develop social 
contexts to contain such experi-
ences and help them yield lasting 
benefit. Through CSP, Bob and 

his colleagues initiated a study, 
conducted at Johns Hopkins and 
reported around the world, of 
the psycho-spiritual effects of 
psilocybin in healthy volunteers 
(www.csp.org/psilocybin). This 
expands the emphasis in hal-
lucinogen research beyond the 
medical treatment of ill people 
to include the betterment of well 
people, contributing to a science 
of pro-social development. 
 
Matthew W. Johnson, Ph.D., is 
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 
and Behavioral Sciences at Johns 
Hopkins University School of 
Medicine. He is co-investigator 
of the Johns Hopkins studies on 
psilocybin and mystical experi-
ence, and psilocybin in the 
treatment of cancer anxiety/de-
pression. He has investigated the 
human psychopharmacology of 
a wide range of drugs including 
psilocybin, Salvia Divinorum, dex-
tromethorphan, GHB, cocaine, 
alcohol, nicotine, and caffeine. 
Dr. Johnson is principal investiga-
tor of a research program on the 
psychological underpinnings of 
addiction, and is currently con-
ducting a pilot study investigating 
the therapeutic use of psilocybin 
in the treatment of nicotine depen-
dence. He was lead author on a 
recent review paper describing 
the unique safety requirements 
of human hallucinogen research, 
and will present on this topic. 
 
Jeff Kamlet, M.D., is a Physi-
cian/Internist and a Fellow of the 
American Society of Addiction 
Medicine. He is a diplomate of 
the American Board of Addic-
tion Medicine as well as the 
Boards of Forensic Psychology, 
Forensic Medicine, and Forensic 
Examination. Additionally, he 
is the world’s safety expert on 
Ibogaine, and has treated more 
patients with this medication than 
any other person. 

Marianne Kaspersen, Ph.D., 
was educated as a psychologist 
in Bergen, completing her degree 
in 1995. She has completed 
the three preclinical years at 
The Medical School of Bergen 
(University of Bergen). She later 
worked within the University of 
Bergen and NTNU for seven 
years, teaching neuroscience and 
general psychology. She has also 
worked with a research project 
on PTSD during parts of the same 
period. This has been sponsored 
by The Council of Psychological 
Health (Norway). Dr. Kaspersen 
has worked for 6 years in clinical 
work, is now a specialist, and is 
often used as a psychological ex-
pert in law-cases in Norway. She 
has three international research 
publications (two on PTSD) and 
a few in Norwegian. During the 
last three years she has been 

interested in the therapeutic 
potential of psychedelics, as well 
as in consciousness research in 
general. She is currently in the 
process of becoming an instructor 
in mindfulness meditation, and 
she is a trainee at GTT (Grof 
Transpersonal Training), planning 
to become a GTT facilitator. 

James L. Kent is the former 
Editor of Psychedelic Illumina-
tions Magazine and former 
publisher of Trip Magazine. He 
is the current editor of DoseNa-
tion.com and Neuro columnist 
for h+ magazine. His first book, 
Psychedelic Information Theory: 
Shamanism in the Age of Reason 
will be available in 2010.  

Mark Kleiman is Professor of 
Public Policy in the UCLA School 
of Public Affairs. His latest book 
is When Brute Force Fails: How 
to Have Less Crime and Less 
Punishment. He is also the author 
of Marijuana: Costs of Abuse, 
Costs of Control and Against 
Excess: Drug Policy for Results, 
he edits the Journal of Drug 
Policy Analysis, and he founded 
a widely-read blog called The 
Reality-Based Community. Previ-
ously, he taught at the Harvard 
Kennedy School (where Rick 
Doblin was among his students) 
and the University of Rochester 
and served as Director of Policy 
and Management Analysis for 
the Criminal Division of the 
United States Department of 
Justice and as Deputy Director for 
Management of the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Management and Budget 
in Boston. Mr. Kleiman graduate 
from Haverford College with a 
B.A. in Political Science, Philoso-
phy, and Economics and did his 
MPP and Ph.D. (public policy) at 
Harvard. 
 
Beatriz Caiuby Labate, Ph.D. 
candidate (Bia Labate), is from 
São Paulo, Brazil. She earned a 
degree in social sciences from 
Unicamp in 1996, and in 2000 
took the degree of Mestre in An-
tropologia Social from the same 
university. Her M.A. thesis earned 
the 2000 Prêmio de Melhor 
Tese de Mestrado em Ciências 
Sociais for Brazil’s best social 
science thesis from ANPOCS 
(the National Association of Post-
Graduate Studies in Social Sci-
ences). She is a Ph.D. student in 
Social Anthropology at Unicamp. 
She co-edited the books O uso 
ritual da ayahuasca (Mercado 
de Letras 2002, 2004 2nd ed.), 
O uso ritual das plantas de poder 
(Mercado de Letras, 2005), Dro-
gas e cultura: novas perspectivas 
(EDUFBA, 2008) and Ayahuasca 
y Salud (Los Libros de La Liebre 
de Marzo, in press), and is also 
co-editor of a special edition of 
the Journal Fieldwork in Religion 
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to a holistic approach to health 
and healing. In her quest to study 
healing she did her dissertation 
research on psychospiritual 
integration of participants that at-
tended neo-shamanic ayahuasca 
retreats in Brazil. Deborah has 
been attending and personally 
experiencing ayahuasca retreats 
regularly since 2001 and has 
worked as a co-facilitator at The 
Ayahuasca Healing Center in 
Brazil for the last year. She is cur-
rently co-authoring a book about 
ayahuasca.  

Maggi Quinlan, Ph.D., 
received her doctorate from the 
California Institute of Integral 
Studies in 2001. The focus of 
her specialization is Healing 
and Non-Ordinary States of 
Consciousness. Her dissertation 
research was conducted in Ma-
pia, Brazil, home of the Church 
of Santo Daime. She has been an 
Integral Healer since 1977, and 
a trained Entheogenic Facilita-
tor since 1993. She currently 
has a practice in Transformative 
Counseling, guiding people to ac-
cess and trust their transpersonal 
experiences in expanded states 
of consciousness as a vehicle for 
their healing. 

Jordi Riba, Ph.D., does neu-
ropharmacological research on 
psychedelics. He currently works 
at the Hospital de Sant Pau in 
Barcelona, Spain. He is working 
on a double-blind brain imag-
ing study using SPECT to study 
regional cerebral bloodflow 
after ayahuasca administration, 
and he is seeking information on 
mechanisms of action underlying 
the central effects of ayahuasca. 

William A. Richards, Ph.D., is 
a psychologist in the Psychiatry 
Department of the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine, 
Bayview Medical Center. His 
graduate degrees include a 
Master of Divinity from Yale Di-
vinity School, a Master of Sacred 
Theology (S.T.M.) from Andover-
Newton Theological School, and 
a Ph.D. from Catholic Univer-
sity. Richards also studied with 
Abraham Maslow at Brandeis 
University and with Hanscarl Le-
uner at Georg-August University 
in Goettingen, Germany, where 
his involvement with psilocybin re-
search originated in 1963. From 
1967 to 1977, Richards pursued 
psychotherapy research with LSD, 
DPT, MDA and psilocybin at the 
Maryland Psychiatric Research 
Center. His research included 
protocols designed to investigate 
psychedelics as a treatment for 
alcoholism, severe neuroses, nar-
cotic addiction, and the psycho-
logical distress associated with 
terminal cancer, and also their 
use in the training of religious and 

mental-health professionals. He 
helped design and served as the 
primary guide in the John Hop-
kins research that demonstrated 
the positive correlation between 
psilocybin and mystical experi-
ences (see Griffiths, et al. 2006). 
 
Stephen Ross, M.D., is Principal 
Investigator of the new Psilocybin 
Cancer Project at NYU. He is 
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 
and Oral Medicine at the NYU 
School of Medicine and College 
of Dentistry. Dr. Ross completed 
general psychiatry training at 
Columbia University/New York 
State Psychiatric Institute, and 
received addiction psychiatry 
fellowship training at Bellevue 
Hospital & the NYU School of 
Medicine. Currently, Dr. Ross is 
the Director of the Division of 
Alcoholism & Drug Abuse at Bel-
levue Hospital, the Clinical Direc-
tor of the NYU Langone Center of 
Excellence on Addiction, and the 
Associate Director of Addiction 
Education, NYU Department 
of Psychiatry. He has received 
eight teaching awards relating 
to education of medical students, 
general psychiatry residents, and 
addiction psychiatry fellows. His 
research focuses on co-occurring 
disorders, personality disorders, 
music therapy, public health, and 
the therapeutic application of 
hallucinogens. 
 
Thomas B. Roberts, Ph.D., in-
vestigates psychedelic mindbody 
states for the leads they provide 
for learning, cognition, intel-
ligence, creativity, mental health, 
and for the abilities that reside 
in them. In Psychedelic Horizons: 
Snow White, Immune System, 
Multistate Mind, and Enlarging 
Education he presents multistate 
mind theory. He specializes 
in psychedelics’ entheogenic 
(spiritual) uses: as in Psychoac-
tive Sacramentals: Essays on 
Entheogens and Religion and 
the online archive Religion and 
Psychoactive Sacraments www.
csp.org/chrestomathy. He co-
edited Psychedelic Medicine: 
New Evidence for Hallucinogenic 
Substances as Treatments. He has 
taught Foundations of Psyche-
delic Studies at Northern Illinois 
University since 1981; this is the 
world’s first catalog-listed psy-
chedelics course at a university. 
He has lectured on psychedelics 
internationally, published books, 
articles, chapters, and book and 
media reviews. He originated 
the celebration Bicycle Day. His 
website is: www.cedu.niu.edu/
lepf/edpsych/faculty/roberts/
index_roberts1.html 

Juan (Zeno) Sanchez-Ramos, 
M.D., is Professor of Neurology 
and Molecular Pharmacology 
at the University of South Florida 
College of Medicine. He is 
Vice-Chair of the Department 
of Neurology and the Helen E. 
Ellis Endowed Chair for Par-
kinson’s Disease Research. Dr. 
Sanchez-Ramos received a PhD 
in Pharmacology and Physiology 
at the University of Chicago in 
1976 and the MD at the Univer-
sity of Illinois in 1981. He has 
published over 300 scientific 
articles (original research, book 
chapters, and abstracts) on a 
wide range of topics such as 
environmental neurotoxicology, 
the development of ibogaine and 
other beta-carbolines as medica-
tions and the capacity of bone 
marrow-derived stem cells to re-
pair brain tissue.  His laboratory 
focuses on neurodegeneration 
and neural repair processes with 
the aim to develop medications 
that stimulate neurogenesis and 
enhance cognition.  Dr. Sanchez-
Ramos is also an artist known as 
Zeno who has had exhibits of his 
drawings and prints in Copenha-
gen, Chicago, Santo Domingo 
and Tampa. Most recently he 
produced and exhibited the 
Neon Neurons series of prints 
inspired by neurons stained with 
fluorescent dyes. 

Ben Sessa, M.D., B.Sc., M.R.C. 
Psych., is a child and adolescent 
psychiatrist working in the South 
West of England. Dr. Sessa devel-
oped a lifelong interest in psyche-
delics as a youth and has spent 
the last several years working 
to present his skeptical peers in 
psychiatry with a straight-laced, 
objective and unbiased point of 
view on the history and potential 
of these contentious and fascinat-
ing substances. Since publishing 
an article in the British Journal 
of Psychiatry in 2005, he has 
had ten peer-reviewed articles in 
medical journals, and presented 
at medical conferences through-
out the UK and Europe, chairing 
two symposiums at the Royal 
College of Psychiatry, offering 
consultation to the British Govern-
ment on MDMA and contributing 
to numerous media articles in the 
British press on psychedelics. He 
will be giving a brief presentation 
on the History of Psychedelic Re-
search in the UK, with particular 
reference to the work of Ronald 
Sandison, M.D. and LSD treat-
ment explored by the maverick 
psychiatrist RD Laing. 
 

Bruce Sewick, LCPC, RDDP, 
CADC, is a teacher, therapist, 
and addictions counselor. His 
interest in mental health started 
with exploration of altered states 
of consciousness in the 70’s. He 
received a Bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology in 1974 and a gradu-
ate degree in Clinical Psychol-
ogy from Roosevelt University in 
1997. His Master’s thesis, Psy-
chedelic-Assisted Psychotherapy 
for the Terminally Ill is on-line at: 
http://www.maps.org/research/
sewick.html. It reflects his compas-
sion about assisting the dying 
with the anxiety and fear they 
may be facing. He is a licensed 
clinical professional counselor 
(LCPC) and has certification as 
a CADC (Certified Alcohol/
Drug Counselor) and RDDP 
(Registered Dual Disordered 
Professional). Bruce is currently 
the supervisor of two clinical 
programs at a community mental 
health center in the northwestern 
suburbs of Chicago. He is also an 
adjunct at the College of DuPage 
and Wright Community College. 
His website is: www.brucesewick.
com 

Benny Shanon, Ph.D, is a 
Professor of Cognitive Psychol-
ogy at the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem (Israel), and holds 
B.A. degrees in Philosophy and 
Linguistics from Tel Aviv Univer-
sity, and an M.A. in Linguistics 
and Ph.D. in Psychology from 
Stanford University. In addition to 
his permanent post in Jerusalem, 
he has taught at MIT, Cornell 
University and Swarthmore 
College, was a visiting fellow at 
Harvard University, Princeton, 
the Ecole Polytechnique (Paris) 
and the Federal University of Rio 
de Janeiro, and a visiting scholar 
at the Centre for the Study of 
Autonomy and Epistemology 
in Paris, The French National 
Institute for Mental Health, the 
Center for Interdisciplinary Stud-
ies in Bielefeld (Germany), The 
Center for Study and Research 
of the Rockefeller Foundation in 
Bellagio (Italy) and the Neth-
erlands Institute for Advanced 
Study in the Humanities and the 
Social Sciences. His fields of 
expertise are the semantics and 
pragmatics of natural language, 
the phenomenology of human 
consciousness, the conceptual 
foundations of cognitive science 
and the philosophy of psychol-
ogy. Amongst his publications are 
two books: The Representational 
and the Presentational (1993), 
which is devoted to a critique of 
the representational-computation-
al view of mind in cognitive sci-
ence, and Antipodes of the Mind 
(Oxford University Press, 2002), 
which is a pioneering cognitive 
psychological study of the special 
state of mind induced by the 

Program Presenters Q~S
on dreaming, hypnosis, hallucina-
tions, and psychedelics. He is a 
member of the Finnish Doctoral 
School of Psychology and cur-
rently an invited lecturer of a 
special course on the topic of 
altered states of consciousness 
at the Dharma Gate Buddhist 
University in Budapest, Hungary. 
Holding a M.Sc. degree in infor-
mation technology, Levente Móró 
is occasionally involved also in 
providing IT engineering solutions 
for special data processing in 
various EEG and TMS research 
projects. As a specialist in psy-
choactive substances, he is also 
committed to online drug informa-
tion providing, drug policy reform 
advocacy, and drug-related harm 
reduction work. 
 
Thomas Munro, Ph.D., is an 
instructor with Harvard Medical 
School. He was born in Mel-
bourne, Australia. After study-
ing history and film-making, he 
took up chemistry. In 2006, 
he obtained a Ph.D. from the 
University of Melbourne with 
a thesis titled The Chemistry of 
Salvia divinorum. He is now do-
ing postdoctoral research on this 
topic at McLean Hospital. During 
this work, he was responsible for 
isolating salvinorin A and docu-
menting its purity to gain FDA ap-
proval for the first clinical studies 
of this compound. He also formu-
lated and taste-tested a salvinorin 
A lollipop. He has discovered 
a number of compounds in S. 
divinorum and synthesised many 
salvinorin A derivatives. These 
include “symmetry” (salvinorin 
B ethoxymethyl ether) - the most 
potent such derivative to date - 
and the first fluorinated kappa 
opioid, currently being tested for 
use in brain imaging. His favorite 
hobby is playing minor villains in 
Bollywood movies which never 
seem to get released. 
 
David Nichols, Ph.D., holds 
the Robert C. and Charlotte P. 
Anderson Distinguished Chair 
in Pharmacology at the Purdue 
University College of Pharmacy, 
and is an Adjunct Professor of 
Pharmacology and Toxicology 
at Indiana University School of 
Medicine. He received a B.S. in 
chemistry from the University of 
Cincinnati in 1969, and a Ph.D. 
in Medicinal Chemistry from 
the University of Iowa in 1973, 
followed by postdoctoral work in 
pharmacology at the University 
of Iowa College of Medicine. 
He joined Purdue as an Assistant 
Professor in 1974, rising through 
the ranks to become Associate 
and then Full Professor. He was 
named the 2004 Irwin Page 
Lecturer by the International Sero-
tonin Club and in 2006 received 
the first Provost’s Outstanding 

Graduate Mentor award from 
Purdue University. He has pub-
lished nearly 300 scientific ar-
ticles, most of which deal with the 
relationship between molecular 
structure and biological action. 
Professor Nichols is unusual in 
that his research encompasses a 
breadth of expertise held by few 
others. He has been continuously 
funded by the NIH for nearly 
three decades and has served 
on numerous government review 
panels. He is recognized by most 
scientists as one of the world’s 
leading authorities on the chem-
istry and pharmacology of psy-
chedelics. Recently, he has been 
developing in silico-activated G 
protein-coupled receptor models 
to understand how drugs activate 
their receptors. 
 
Peter Oehen, M.D., is a 
psychiatrist and psychotherapist 
who has a private practice in 
Biberist, Switzerland. Born in 
1956 and raised in Canada and 
Switzerland, he attended medical 
school at the University of Basel 
in Switzerland. He completed 
his specialization in psychiatry in 
1988. He has psychotherapeu-
tic training in Guided Affective 
Imagery Therapy, Systemic 
Couple and Family Therapy 
and in Psycholytic Therapy dur-
ing the 1988-93 period when 
this was legal in Switzerland. 
He also assisted MDMA and 
LSD-assisted psychotherapy 
sessions as co-therapist during 
this time. Dr.Oehen is a member 
of the board of the Swiss Medi-
cal Association für Psycholytic 
Therapy (SAePT). He is the 
Principle Investigator the Swiss 
MAPS MDMA/PTSD Study, MP-
2, which started in 2006.

Ingrid Pacey, M.D., is a psychia-
trist from Vancouver, Canada. 
She has worked with patients 
with PTSD for over 30 years. She 
trained in Holotropic Breathwork 
with Dr. Stan and Christina Grof 
1987-1990 and facilitated Holo-
topic Breathwork groups mainly 
with trauma survivors for 15 
years. She is principal investiga-
tor, along with Andrew Feldmar, 
M.A., for the Canadian MDMA/
PTSD study which has been 
approved by Health Canada. It 
awaits further permits and will 
start in 2010. 
 
Torsten Passie, M.D., Ph.D., is 
Assistant Professor for Clinical 
Psychiatry and Consciousness 
Studies at Hannover Medi-
cal School, a major research 
institution in Germany. He studied 
Philosophy and Sociology (M.A.) 
at Hannover University and 
medicine at Hannover Medical 
School. His medical dissertation 
was on existential psychiatry. 

His clinical training included all 
areas of clinical psychiatry and 
a year in clinical neurology. 
His psychotherapeutic educa-
tion was in psychoanalysis and 
psycholytic therapy. Addition-
ally, he is chief physician of a 
German model project for the 
heroin-assisted treatment of 
opiate addicts. For more than 20 
years he has worked in the area 
of altered states of conscious-
ness. He worked at the Psychi-
atric University Clinic in Zürich 
(Switzerland) with the leading 
European psychopathologist, 
professor Christian Scharfetter, 
on the conceptualization of states 
of consciousness. During the 
1990s he worked with Professor 
Hanscarl Leuner (Göttingen), the 
leading European authority on 
clinical research and psycho-
therapeutic use of hallucinogenic 
drugs. Due to his specific interest 
in unconventional healing prac-
tices, he has travelled extensively 
in Mexico and Guatemala. He 
has done extensive research on 
the psychophysiology of altered 
states of consciousness, their 
conceptualization, and their heal-
ing potential, including clinical 
research with different induction 
procedures including hallucino-
genic drugs (cannabis, ketamine, 
nitrous oxide, psilocybin). He is 
one of the very few European 
experts on the pharmacology 
and clinical/therapeutic use of 
hallucinogenic drugs. He is also 
an experienced addiction thera-
pist and researcher, and the chief 
physician of the German model-
project of the heroin-assisted 
treatment for opiate addicts. 
 
Tom Pinkson, Ph.D., author of 
“Do They Celebrate Christmas in 
Heaven? Spiritual Rite of Passage 
Teachings from Children with 
Life-Threatening Illness” and “The 
Shamanic Wisdom of the Huichol: 
Ancient Medicine for Modern 
Times”, consultant, retreat & cer-
emonial Leader, has played a key 
role in three social movements of 
the 20th Century: the establish-
ment and growth of the second 
Hospice Program in the United 
States; the introduction of the Na-
tive American based Vision Quest 
to mainstream America; and the 
spread of Attitudinal Healing, a 
forerunner to today’s popularity 
of “positive psychology”, through 
helping Dr. Jerry Jampolsky 
start the internationally renown 
Center for Attitudinal Healing 
where he worked for thirty-two 
years counseling life-threatened 
children and adults. Tom is the 
founder and director of WAKAN, 
a shamanically-based community 
committed to restoring the sacred 
in daily life, and of Recognition 
Rites For A New Vision of Aging, 
a program that shifts attitudes 

and behaviors towards what is 
called, by some, “The Third Age”. 
Tom has spent over forty years 
studying with indigenous elders 
around the world learning about 
their healing ways, always with 
an eye to practical application 
of their wisdom teachings to the 
crisis of modernity. He completed 
an eleven year apprenticeship 
with Huichol shamans in Mexico 
with a Bull Ceremony in the sha-
man’s rancho. 
 
Silvia Polivoy, Ph.D., is a 
clinical psychologist. She has 
extensive experience in psy-
chotherapy, modified states of 
consciousness and the use of 
ayahuasca. Since 1990, she has 
been leading groups and facilitat-
ing international retreats in the 
Peruvian Amazon and in Brazil. 
Since 2004, living in the jungle of 
Bahia, in Brazil with her animals 
and plants, her Artemis side has 
flourished. In her pursuit of heal-
ing and spiritual development, 
she applies eclectic techniques 
transitioning her focus from 
Psychotherapy to Spirituality. She 
is co-founder of Ayahuasca Heal-
ing Center in Bahia, Brazil. She 
facilitates monthly ayahuasca 
retreats with a cross-cultural pro-
gram with invited co-facilitators in 
various related fields. 
 
Alexandre Quaranta, Ph.D., 
is French and was born on 
2/2/1970. Regarding formal 
education, he has studied phi-
losophy in Nice, south of France, 
and finished his Ph.D. dissertation 
in 1997, titled The Heart of the 
Dream: Inquiry on the awaken-
ing to the infinite miracle of pure 
self awareness. His dissertation 
was a multidisciplinary synthesis 
of some eastern doctrines, lucid 
dreaming and psychedelic prac-
tices, and contemporary research 
in transpersonal psychology. He 
was rejected from university be-
cause of his unconventional work 
and research proposals, and he 
now offers workshops on medita-
tion, dream yoga, sex education, 
and tantric yoga. He was invited 
for some original courses by ITP.
EDU, and he is currently working 
on a movie which parallels one 
of his yet-unpublished books, 
Poisons for an Awakening.  

Deborah Quevedo, R.N., 
Ph.D., is a graduate of the 
Institute of Transpersonal 
Psychology. She has extensive 
experience in the healing arts 
and has been a registered nurse 
for over 30 years, working in 
the fields of integrative medicine 
and care of the dying. She has 
additional training and experi-
ence in leading groups, creative 
expression, and hypnotherapy. 
She loves nature and is devoted 
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WANTED:  
Your Photos of this Event.
If you capture some interesting  

images from this event, please consider 
sharing them with MAPS, they could be 
used for future publications and news 

about what takes place here.  
We’ll credit photographers for their 
submissions. Send your images to:  

conference@maps.org
Be sure to include the names of  

the persons in your photos. 
(Note: most cell phone images  

are too small for use.)
Thanks! 

Bryan West is from rural east 
Tennessee, a town called Lenoir 
City, which is about 30 minutes 
outside of Knoxville. He went 
to Tulane University where he 
earned dual degrees, a B.A. in 
English and a B.S. in neurosci-
ence. He then took a year off 
between undergrad and medical 
school to study tree growth data 
in an old growth forest near the 
Smokey Mountains. He is cur-
rently enrolled at NYU School of 
Medicine, and is in the middle of 
a special research year.
  
Christopher Wiegand, M.D., is 
a psychiatrist currently in private 
practice in Tucson, Arizona. 
His clinical practice includes 
outpatient psychopharmacology 
and psychotherapy, hospital 
and nursing home consultation, 
and electroconvulsive therapy. 
In addition, Dr. Wiegand is a 
Clinical Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Psychiatry 
at the University of Arizona; he 
participates in research, resident 
supervision, and medical student 
education. He received his B.A. 
in Archaeology at the University 
of Virginia in 1995, his M.D. at 
the University of Virginia in 1999, 
and completed Psychiatry resi-
dency training at the University 
of Arizona in June, 2003. Dr 
Wiegand will be discussing the 
safety, tolerability, and efficacy 
of psilocybin in patients with 
Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder 
(OCD). 

Clare Wilkins is a former heroin 
user and methadone patient who 
was treated with Ibogaine in 
2005. She is now the Director of 
Pangea Biomedics, an integrative 
Ibogaine clinic that has facili-
tated more than 400 treatments 
over the past 3 years. With her 
team she has been developing 
a flexible strategy for individual-
izing treatments – finding ways 
to treat many people who would 
not otherwise be able to receive 
Ibogaine due to health complica-
tions.

Bob Wold, business owner, 
is founder and President of 
Clusterbusters, Inc., a 501c3 
non-profit charitable organiza-
tion dedicated to the research 
of cluster headache and the 
support of people with cluster 
headache and their families. 
Based in greater Chicago with his 
wife and four children, Mr. Wold 
has talked to thousands of cluster 
sufferers. In fact, over 25 years 
of his adult life was burdened 
with severe cluster headache 
that was resistant to all standard 
treatments. That all changed after 
he tried psilocybin, which has 
helped regain control over this 
illness for him, and now hundreds 
to perhaps thousands of other 
cluster headache patients all over 
the world. He and Clusterbusters 
have spearheaded recent break-
through research in Germany. 
They are currently involved in 
pursuing approvals for addi-
tional research in the states and 
overseas for the clinical research 
required to allow these much 
needed treatments to become 
available to everyone. Treatments 
that far exceed anything currently 
available through conventional 
medicine. Treatments that can 
eliminate the suicide option that 
far too many people still choose. 

Richard Yensen, Ph.D., was a 
Research Fellow at the Maryland 
Psychiatric Research Center 
from 1972 to 1976. Through 
many years of experience in 
government-sanctioned psyche-
delic research, he has evolved a 
non-drug shamanistic psychother-
apy called Perceptual Affective 
Therapy. In the 1990’s Richard 
was co-holder of IND 3250, an 
investigational new drug permit 
issued by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration to study LSD and 
psychotherapy until 2006. He is 
currently a licensed psychologist 
in California and director of the 
Orenda Institute in Vancouver 
and Cortes Island, British Colum-
bia, Canada and president of the 
Salvador Roquet Psychosynthesis 
Association. He has served on 
the faculties of Harvard Medical 
School, Johns Hopkins University 
and the University of Maryland 
Medical School in Baltimore.   
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psychotropic brew Ayahuasca. 
At present he is writing a book 
presenting a new psychological-
phenomenological theory of 
human consciousness. 
 
Nasser Shuriquie, M.D., is 
a consultant in Psychiatry and 
Addiction, currently serving as 
the Deputy General Manager 
for medical affairs and Clinical 
Director for Al-Rashid Hospital 
Psychiatric and Addiction Centre. 
He has been a member of the 
Royal College of Psychiatrists 
UK since 1997, and obtained his 
Jordanian Board Certificate in 
Psychiatry in 1993. He served 
as a consultant in Psychiatry 
for the Royal Medical Services 
in Amman, Jordan from 1997-
2008, and as head of Psychiatric 
Services for the Royal Medical 
Services in 2009.
 
Diana Slattery, Ph.D. can-
didate, is a novelist, video 
performance artist, and psy-
chedelic researcher. She is a 
Ph.D. candidate at the University 
of Plymouth, UK. Her topic is 
Communicating the Unspeak-
able: Linguistic Phenomena in 
the Psychedelic Sphere. All of the 
above activities are informed by 
her investigation of Glide, a psy-
chedelically informed symbolic 
system.  

Kaleb Smith, a graduate student 
from the Institute of Transpersonal 
Psychology, is currently a re-
search associate at Stanford Uni-
versity’s Psychophysiology Labo-
ratory, assisting in the empirical 
study of emotional regulation. 
Concurrently, Smith is conducting 
consciousness research at ITP’s 
Neurophenomenology Labora-
tory and William James Center 
For Consciousness Studies. The 
former of these research studies 
concerns measuring the electro-
encephalographic influence of 
photic and binaural brainwave 
entrainment techniques. The 
latter investigates the perceptual 
anomalies of hypnagogic and 
shamanic trance states, an area 
of specialized interest on which 
he has published and presented. 
Previous research work in mental 
rotation as an assistant at the 
Cognitive Psychology laboratory 
of Northern Michigan University 
led to an early interest in the 
information-processing model 
and the potential applications of 
semantic networking theory. 

Leanna Standish, N.D., Ph.D., 
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Luís Fernando Tófoli, M.D., 
Ph.D., is a psychiatrist and as-
sociate professor of Psychiatry in 
the Federal University of Ceará, 
Brazil. An UDV member since 
2003, he is also in charge of the 
Mental Health Commission within 
UDV Medical Department. His 
main field of academic interest is 
Mental Health Primary Care and 
Psychosocial Rehabilitation, but 
he has already made presenta-
tions about ayahuasca when 
asked by the UDV. More about 
his academic career is available 
in his electronic CV: http://lattes.
cnpq.br/5025236380342711 
(in Portuguese). His studies of the 
interactions between ayahuasca 
and mental health are not merely 
as a scholar, but also as an 
ayahuasca drinker and a clinical 
psychiatrist. He has experience 
in treating UDV members (as 
so, ayahuasca drinkers) and is 
developing - at the moment, only 
anecdotally - a clinical basis of 
experience for psychopharma-
cologic treatment of ayahuasca 
users. His interest in psychedelics 
stems from both his profession 
and his personal spiritual path.
 

Steven Toth is a Registered 
Movement Therapist in private 
practice in the Bay Area, New 
York City, and Madison, Wis-
consin. As a survivor of two near 
death experiences he is grateful 
to be alive and dedicated to 
working with individuals and 
groups committed to unfolding 
their truth. He has been extremely 
fortunate to have studied and 
trained with several master teach-
ers, including Bonnie Bainbridge-
Cohen (Bodymind Centering); 
Eliot Cowan (Plant Spirit 
Medicine); Fritz Smith (Zero Bal-
ancing); Stan Grof (Holotropic 
Breathwork); James Sun (Eight 
Step Preying Mantis) and Azom 
Choktul Rinpoche (Dzogchen 
Buddhism). 
 
Stephen Trichter, Ph.D., is a 
licensed psychologist who has 
been working within the San 
Francisco mental health commu-
nity since 1999. Stephen has had 
the opportunity to help clients in 
both their psychological growth 
and spiritual explorations in a 
variety of settings including nurs-
ing homes, addiction treatment 
centers and prisons. His interest 
in the intersection of psychology 
and spirituality is evident not only 
in his therapy with clients but 
in his founding of the non-profit 
ExploreSpirit. These interests led 
him to the Amazon in 2003 to 
learn more about ayahuasca as 
a healing tool for both mind and 
spirit. Since then, he has been 
researching and writing about 
ayahuasca, while maintaining 
a private practice working with 
clients to use ritual and spiritual 
experiences as a therapeutic 
opportunities.  

Kenneth Tupper, Ph.D. candi-
date, is in the Department of Edu-
cational Studies at the University 
of British Columbia. His doctoral 
studies focus on the public policy 
implications of the globalization 
of ayahuasca; specifically, his 
dissertation is a policy analysis 
of a Canadian government deci-
sion to grant an exemption to 
federal drug laws to permit the 
sacramental use of ayahuasca 
in Canada by the Santo Daime 
church. Kenneth’s other academic 
interests include drug educa-
tion (public, professional and 
school-based), international drug 
control and drug policy reform. 
He has published several articles 
on these topics in international 
peer-reviewed academic jour-
nals. Since 2003, he has worked 
in the field of provincial public 
health policy and problematic 
substance use prevention. More 
information about Kenneth and 
his work is available at: www.
kentupper.com
 

Franz X. Vollenweider, M.D., 
during the past ten years, has 
established a research program 
aiming to understand the neural 
basis of altered states of con-
sciousness in health, schizophre-
nia, and affective disorders. Dr. 
Vollenweider’s research interests 
have increasingly focused on the 
understanding of the neural basis 
of drug (e.g. psychedelic) and 
non-drug (e.g. pathological) - in-
duced altered states of conscious-
ness. In search of the neuronal 
correlates of altered states, the 
subjective and neurobiological 
effects of classic hallucinogens, 
dissociative anesthetics and 
psychostimulants have been as-
sessed in more than 500 healthy 
human volunteers using neurop-
sychological and brain imaging 
methods such as positron emis-
sion tomography and high den-
sity electroencephalography, and 
measures of information process-
ing. Dr. Vollenweider’s research 
has been continuously funded 
by the Swiss National Science 
Foundation, Swiss Federal Health 
Office, and the Heffter Research 
Institute (USA). He has published 
over 100 peer-reviewed papers, 
including many addressing the 
mechanisms sub-serving the 
effects of psychostimulants, hal-
lucinogens, and entactogens. 
 
Andrew Weil, M.D., is a world-
renowned leader and pioneer in 
the field of integrative medicine, 
a healing oriented approach to 
healthcare, which encompasses 
body, mind, and spirit. Dr. Weil 
is the founder and director of 
the Arizona Center for Integra-
tive Medicine (AzCIM) at the 
University of Arizona Health 
Sciences Center, where he is also 
a Clinical Professor of Medicine 
and Professor of Public Health 
and the Lovell-Jones Professor of 
Integrative Rheumatology. 
 
Michele Weitz, B.A., has 15 
years experience in a clinical 
research setting and is an expert 
on good clinical practice for 
pharmaceutical research. She 
designs and evaluates quality as-
surance infrastructure and clinical 
operation processes to prepare 
researchers for inspections by 
regulatory agencies. She will 
provide training for investigators 
who are interested in conduct-
ing clinical trials of psychedelic 
therapy in line with international 
standards for pharmaceutical 
research. 

Program Presenters S~W
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C O F F E E  S H O P S  
Near Holiday Inn

Starbucks
1751 North 1st St
Distance: 0.1 mi

Le Boulanger
21 Metro Drive
Distance: 0.3 mi

Cafe Sun
1734A North 1st St
Hours: Mon-Fri. 8:00a.m.–3:00p.m. 
Distance: 0.1 mi

It’s a Grind Coffee House 
90 Skyport Drive
Free Wi-Fi
www.itsagrind.com
Hours: Mon-Thu. 6:00a.m.–6:30p.m.
 Fri. 6:00a.m. - 6:00p.m.
 Sat. 7:00a.m. - 3:00p.m. 
Distance: 0.3 mi

R E S T A U R A N T S 
Near Holiday Inn

Hawaiian Drive Inn
1755 North 1st St #70
(408) 441-1234
www.hawaiiandriveinn.com
Distance: 0.1 mi

Sonoma Chicken Coop
90 Skyport Drive, Suite 100
(408) 392-0212
Hours: Mon-Thu. 11:00a.m.–9:00p.m.
 Fri. 11:00a.m.–10:00p.m.
 Sat. 11:00a.m.–9:00p.m. 
Distance: 0.2 mi
  
Madhuban Indian Cuisine
50 Skyport Dr
(408) 436-7959
www.madhubanindiancuisine.net
Hours:  
LUNCH Mon-Sun: 11:00 a.m.–2:30p.m.
DINNER Mon-Sun: 5:30p.m.–10:00p.m.
Distance: 0.2 mi

Vito’s New York Trattoria
90 Skyport Dr
(408) 453-1000
www.MyVitos.com 
Hours: Mon-Fri. 11:00a.m.–9:00p.m.
 Sat. 5:00p.m.–9:00p.m.
Distance: 0.2 mi

Zeytoun (Mediterranean)
191 Metro Dr
(408) 392-9709
www.zeytoun.com 
Hours: Mon-Fri. 11:30a.m.–6:00p.m.
 Sat. 11:30a.m.–4:00p.m. 
Distance: 0.2 mi

Sushi Coast
1516 North 4th St
(408) 437-1318
www.sushicoast.com
Hours: Sun-Thu. 4:30p.m.–9:00p.m.
 Fri. 4:30p.m.–9:30p.m.
Distance: 0.5 mi

Menara Moroccan Restaurant
41 East Gish Road
(408) 453-1983
www.menara41.com 
Hours: Mon-Sun. 6:00p.m.–10:00p.m. 
Distance: 0.6 miles

Izakaya Restaurant (Sushi)
1335 North 1st St
(408) 452-8751
www.izakayasj.com 
Hours: Mon-Fri. 11:30a.m.–2:00p.m.
 Mon-Fri. 5:00p.m.–12:00a.m.
 Sat-Sun. 5:00p.m.–12:00a.m. 
Distance: 0.7 miles

B A R S 
Near Holiday Inn

Hoang Lan
Vietnamese Restaurant & Karaoke Bar
1560 North 4th St Ste 103
(408) 392-0991
Hours: Mon-Fri. 11:00a.m.–2:00p.m.
 Mon-Fri. 4:00p.m.–12:00a.m.
 Sat-Sun. 4:00p.m.–12:00a.m. 
Distance: 0.5 mi

Linda’s Light Rail Lounge
1336 North 1st St
(408) 453-5326
Hours: Mon. 4:00p.m.–2:00a.m.
 Tue-Fri. 3:00p.m.–2:00a.m.
 Sat. 5:00p.m.–2:00a.m. 
Distance: 0.7 mi

Island Grill & Bamboo Lounge
Clarion Hotel
1355 North 4th St
(408) 392-2468
www.theislandgrill.com 
Distance: 0.7 mi

San Jose Area Guide
D O W N T O W N  S A N  J O S E

There are many options for eating and drink-
ing downtown. These listings are top rated 
restaurants on Yelp. Unless otherwise noted 
restaurants are in $11-$30 range.

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 
To Downtown

Take the VTA Light Rail to downtown San 
Jose. The Metro Airport station is right outside 
the Holiday Inn. Ride lines #901 or #902 
southbound. It’s a 5–15 min ride depending 
on the stop. Service every 15 min during the 
day; every 30 min at night until around 1a.m.
Schedules: #901: www.vta.org/schedules/
SC_901.html
#902: www.vta.org/schedules/SC_902.html
Fare: $2

B A R S  Downtown

Teske’s Germania Restaurant &  
Beer Garden 
255 North 1st St (at Devine)
(408) 292-0291
www.teskes-germania.com 
Hours: Tue-Fri. 11:00a.m.–2:00p.m.,   
              5:00p.m.–9:30p.m.
              Sat. 5:00p.m.–9:30p.m.
VTA: St James Sta. Distance: 2.3 mi

Trials Pub
265 North 1st St
(408) 947-0497
www.trialspub.com 
Hours: Mon-Thu. 5:00p.m.–12:00a.m.
 Fri-Sat. 5:00p.m.–2:00a.m.
 Sun. 5:00p.m.–12:00 a.m
VTA: St James Sta. • Distance: 2.4 mi

Gordon Biersch Restaurant Brewery
33 East San Fernando St
San Jose, CA 95113
(408) 294-6785
www.gordonbiersch.com/restaurants/index.p
hp?pg=location&sub=loc&location_id=19
Hours: Mon-Wed. 11:30a.m.–1:00p.m.
 Thu. 11:30a.m.–12:00a.m.
 Fri-Sat. 11:30a.m.–2:00a.m.
 Sun. 11:30a.m.–1:00p.m. 
VTA: Santa Clara Sta. • Distance: 1.7 mi

Flames Eatery & Bar
88 South 4th St
(408) 971-1960
flameseatery.com
Hours: Mon-Sun. 7:00a.m.–12:00a.m. 
VTA: Santa Clara Sta. • Distance: 2.8 mi

R E S T A U R A N T S 
Downtown

Morocco’s
86 North Market St
(408) 998-1509
www.moroccosrestaurant.com
Hours: Mon. 11:00a.m.–9:30p.m.
 Tue-Fri. 11:00a.m.–11:00p.m.
 Sat-Sun. 5:00p.m.–11:00p.m. 
VTA: Santa Clara Sta. • Distance: 2.5 mi

House of Siam (Thai)
151 S 2nd St
(408) 295-3397
www.houseofsiamsanjose.com 
Hours: Mon-Fri. 12:00p.m.–3:00p.m.,   
 5:00p.m.–10:00p.m.
 Sat-Sun. 12:00p.m.–10:00p.m. 
VTA: Santa Clara Sta. • Distance: 2.9 mi

Pizz’a Chicago
155 West San Fernando St
(408) 283-9400
www.pizzachicago.com 
Hours: Mon-Thu. 11:00a.m.–10:00p.m.
 Fri-Sat. 11:00a.m.–11:00p.m.
 Sun. 11:00a.m.–10:00p.m. 
VTA: Santa Clara Sta. • Distance: 2.8 mi

Tofoo Com Chay (Vegetarian)
388 East Santa Clara St
(408) 286-6335
www.tofoocomchay.com 
Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00a.m.–9:00p.m.
 Sat. 10:00a.m.–6:00p.m.
Cheap: under $10
VTA: Santa Clara Sta. • Distance: 2.7 mi

Good Karma Vegan House
37 South 1st St
(408) 294-2694
www.myspace.com/goodkarmasj 
Hours: Mon-Sat. 11:00a.m.–9:00p.m.
 Sun. 12:00p.m.–7:00p.m. 
Cheap: under $10
VTA: Santa Clara Sta. • Distance: 2.7 mi

Los Cubanos
San Pedro Square
22 North Almaden Ave
(408) 279-0134
www.loscubanosrestaurant.com 
Hours: Tue-Thu. 11:00a.m.–2:30p.m.,   
 5:00p.m.–9:00p.m.
 Fri. 11:00a.m.–2:30p.m., 
 5:00p.m.–10:00p.m.
 Sat. 3:00p.m.–10:00p.m.
 Sun. 3:00p.m.–8:30p.m. 
VTA: Santa Clara Sta. • Distance: 2.6 mi

A T T R A C T I O N S

In case you have family with you or  
additional time before/after the conference.

San Jose Museum of Art
110 South Market St.
www.sanjosemuseumofart.org
Hours: Tues-Sun. 11:00a.m.–5:00p.m.
Admission: $8
VTA: San Antonio Sta. • Distance: 2.8 mi

The Tech Museum of Innovation
201 South Market Street 
www.thetech.org
Hours: Thu: 10:00a.m.–6:00pm
 Fri-Sat: 10:00a.m.–8:00pm
 Sun: 10:00a.m.–6:00pm
Admission: $10
VTA: Convention Center Sta. 
Distance: 2.9 mi

Children’s Discovery Museum
180 Woz Way
www.cdm.org
Hours: Tue-Sat: 10:00a.m.–5:00p.m.
 Sun: noon–5:00p.m.
Admission: $10
VTA: Convention Center Sta.
Distance: 3.2 mi 

Winchester Mystery House
525 South Winchester Blvd.
www.winchestermysteryhouse.com
Hours: Estate Tours 9:00a.m.–3:00p.m., 
Mansion Tours 9:00a.m.–5:00p.m.
Admission: Estate Tour $33,  
Mansion Tour: $28
VTA: Bus #60 Southbound
Distance: 4.9 miles

Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum
1664 Park Ave.
a little out of the way but worth seeing
www.egyptianmuseum.org
Hours: Mon-Fri: 9a.m.–5p.m.
 Sat-Sun: 11a.m.–6p.m.
Tickets: Gen. Adm. $9 • Distance: 2.6 mi 

Guadalupe River Park
Guadalupe River Park is a three-mile ribbon 
of park land that runs along the banks of the 
Guadalupe River in the heart of downtown 
San Jose. Featuring public art, gardens and 
trails. The Park is just south of the airport. 
www.grpg.org
Distance: approx. 2 mi 
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Signed prints of  
Alex Grey’s  

new portrait of  
Ann & Sasha Shulgin 
can be purchased through 

MAPS and will support 
MAPS’ MDMA Research and 
the Chapel Of Sacred Mirrors. 

Only 50 copies of this  
limited edition print are  
available. MAPS will be  

accepting orders at the MAPS 
store during this conference. 
The painting will be unveiled 
at the Shulgin tribute dinner 

on Saturday night.

LIMITED EDITION

MAPS  
Visionary Art Clothing
MAPS has collaborated with 
several spectacular visionary 
artists and screenprinters to 

bring you the latest in psyche-
delic art and fashion.  

Each unisex t-shirt and ladies 
fitted tee is made in America 
out of high quality organic  

cotton, and each features art-
work and designs from the likes 
of Android Jones, Krystle Smith, 
Case Conover, and many others. 

Each piece of clothing is  
screen-printed individually 

with varying combinations of 
MAPS logos and artwork, so 
there are no two pieces alike! 

Thermal-lined hoodies and polo 
shirts are also available, stop by 

the MAPS Store here at  
Psychedelic Science in the 21st 

Century today and pick  
a design and style that  

works best for you!

WEARABLE ART
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309 Cedar Street, #2323 • Santa Cruz, CA 95060
Phone: 831.429.6362 • Fax: 831.429.6370
E-mail: askmaps@maps.org • www.maps.org
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Presented by MAPS –

the Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies,

in collaboration with:  

the Heffter Research Institute,  

The Council on Spiritual Practices,  

and the Beckley Foundation.

Psychedelic Science  
in the 21st Century

Psychedelic Science  
in the 21st Century

SMOKING 
AREA

Location of Presentations:

CME presentations in the Mediterranean Center. 

Track 2 presentations in Governor’s House A/B.

Track 3 presentations in Governor’s House C/D. 

Dining Locations:

Meals will be served in these rooms:

Willows, Woodside, Pavilion and The Cafe 


